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The Memorial Wall in the Courtyard of the Pope John Paul Center  

Proudly displays the plaques of Armia Krajowa, Fr. Popiełuszko, and Pope John Paul II. 

Viola Turek and Michael Dutkowski (Event organizer) were co-MC’s 

Podhale Folk Dance Company showed their new routines to a delighted audience 

The Polanie Dancers were a big hit with the audience 

L - Eric Romero, Daniella Romero, Jordan Permantier, and Sarah Permantier  

received awards for their production and enactment 

in a video about the  WARSAW UPRISING  

   On May 6th the Polish Club of Laguna 

Woods sponsored a bus trip to the House of 

Poland, one of 31 International Cottages at 

San Diego’s Balboa Park. The House of 

P o l a n d  p r e s e n t e d  a  p r o g r a m 

commemorating the 213th anniversary of 

the Polish Constitution of May 3, 1791. 

During the Opening Ceremony, the Second 

Vice-President of the House of Pacific 

Relations led the large group in the Pledge 

of Allegiance and the singing of the Star 

Spangled Banner and the Polish National 

Anthem. He then gave a brief, informative 

overview of the importance of the Polish 

Constitution, which is generally recognized 

as Europe’s first modern codified national 

constitution, as well as the second-oldest 

national constitution in the world.  

   Conceived in the same liberal spirit as the 

contemporaneous Constitution of the United 

States, the new Constitution recast Poland-

Lithuania as a hereditary monarchy and 

abolished many of the eccentricities and 

antiquated features of the old system. It 

abolished the liberum veto or individual 

veto in parliament; provided a separation of 

powers among the executive, legislative and 

judicial branches of government; and 

established rule by majority, secret ballots at 

all elections, and freedom and liberty for all 

people. 

   Unfortunately, the adoption of the May 

3rd Constitution provoked the active 

hostility of the Polish Commonwealth's 

neighbors. Poland was partitioned among 

Prussia, Russia and Austria and the ideals of 

democracy in the Constitution were 

abolished. In 1997 the current Constitution 

of Poland restored the fundamental 

freedoms and human rights of the May 3rd 

Constitution of 1791. 

   This historical overview was followed by 

a wonderful program of Polish music, songs 

and dances with participants in colorful 

costumes from several regions of Poland.  

The first presentation was the Polonez 

Ensemble from San Diego which performed 

three varieties of Polish dances from 

different regions of Poland. This group’s 

playbill is comprised of old Polish court 

dances in beautiful costumes from the 

period of the Duchy of Warsaw. 

   Next on the program was a wonderful 

medley of contemporary and more 

traditional Polish songs presented by the 

Trio Polonia.  

   The largest and oldest Polish folk dance 

group in Los Angeles, the Krakusy 

Ensemble, presented a varied collection of 

dances. These were performed by three 

different age groups ranging from young 

children to adults.  

   One highlight of the many songs and 

dances enjoyed by the Club members was 

the Polonez, a national dance, once only 

danced by Polish nobility. Although it 

originated from a 17th century village 

dance, folk characteristics were eliminated 

as Polish szlachta (gentry) adopted it. This 

dance became popular with the aristocracy 

of other countries, and during the 19th 

century, La Polonaise was performed as a 

ballet on the French stage. Today the 

Polonez is used at the openings and closings 

of balls.  

   After the program was finished, members 

of the Club enjoyed the ethnic food served 

by the House of Poland and had time to visit 

the other cottages and sample the 

representative cuisine of other countries.  
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The Polish Club of 

Laguna Woods 

Commemorating 

Poland’s May 3rd 

Constitution 
By: Peg Kerza-Kwiatecki 

   Stanley Stankiewicz passed away on May 

27 due to a stroke and resulting coma. 

   Stanley was born in Wilno (now Vilnius, 

Lithuania), Poland. He was a member of the 

Polish Corps in Italy and emigrated from 

England to the United States in 1951. He 

immediately joined the U.S. Marine Corps 

and served in Korea from 1951 – 1952. He 

married his wife Gene in 1954. They had 

two sons – Gary and John. 

   Stanley was a Thermodynamics Engineer. 

He worked as a senior engineer at 

McDonald Douglas Aircraft, where he 

participated as a member of the land crew of 

the Skylab Program. 

   Both Stanley and Gene were very special 

people to the News of Polonia. They were 

writers and frequent contributors of articles 

to the News of Polonia. Stanley was the first 

subscriber to the News of Polonia 

   They attended many Polish events 

together, until the onset of Gene’s illness 

which lasted a few years. Stanley was a 

devoted caretaker to Gene and she preceded 

Stanley in death by only a few months. 

   Stanley and Gene were active members of 

many Polish organizations – mainly the 

Polish American Cultural Network – 

(PACN), Polish National Alliance – (PNA), 

and Polish American Historical Association 

(PAHA). They loved to host parties at their 

Westminster home and Stanley took great 

pride in making “his special Bigos” to serve 

his guests. They were a fun loving couple. 

   Stanley was the Secretary of PAHA and 

attending their meeting at Loyola 

Marymount when he suffered his stroke. His 

presence will be sorely missed. 

   A memorial service will be held on a “yet 

to be announced day” in June.    

All photos by Jadwiga Inglis 

Stanley Stankiewicz     

In honor of Staszek… 

We are honored to print 

one of his articles... 

 

Polish Nobel Prize 

Winners 
By: Stanley Stankiewicz 
 

   During my employment in a major 

Aerospace Company, one of my co-workers, 

ill-disposed to anything Polish, provoked 

me.  One time I was telling him how great 

my country was;  it had many great peoples, 

and several Nobel Prize winners.  My 

antagonist, sarcastically remarked:  “name 

one”!  This initiated my desire to conduct a 

research to substantiate my claim about the 

Polish Nobel Prize winners.  The following 

is a chronological list of the “Polish Greats”. 
 

Maria Skłodowska-Curie  (1867 - 1934) 

   Maria Skłodowska-Curie is one of the 

most celebrated women of times.  In Paris, 

the place where she lived and worked there 

are  historic markers, and streets all of over 

France and Poland have been renamed in 

her honor. 

   Maria Skłodowska was the first woman to 

receive a Nobel Prize (1903 for physics);  

she is one of the few people, to date, to 

receive a second Nobel Prize (1911 for 

Chemistry). 

   As a scientist, Maria Skłodowska has 

always been associated with the discovery 

of radium and polonium.  Her work of 

isolating new elements was her idea that 

radioactivity was “an atomic process”. 

   Maria Skłodowska-Curie and her husband 

Pierre found that many elements possess the 

property of radioactivity, i.e., a spontaneous  
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