Page 14

News of Polonia Pasadena, California June 2007

Stankiewicz from 7
production of powerful radiation. A sample
of pitchblende (a uranium ore) was found to
produce radiation with an intensity several
times that of uranium salt, suggesting the
presence of an element more radioactive
than uranium.
Maria Sklodowska was one of a small
group of brilliant scientists whose combined
efforts informed us of our current
understanding of the material universe.
Maria Skłodowska and her husband Pierre
Curie discovered polonium, radium, and
other radioactive elements. Polonium was
found to have the chemical properties of
bismuth, but was 400 times as intense as
that of uranium. Polonium is also called
radium F. (at. No. 84; at. Wgt. 210)
Henryk Sienkiewicz - Literature in 1905.
The first Polish Nobel Prize winner for
literature was Henryk Sienkiewicz (born in
1846, died in 1916).
“Quo Vadis” was written in 1895. This
work won for Sienkiewicz international
acclaim. Sienkiewicz visited the United
States during 1876 - 1878 and his
observations were published in “The Letters
from America”/ Sienkiewicz is the author
of Trilog y:
“With Fire and
Sword” (Ogniem I Mieczem) 1884; “The
Deluge” (Potop), 1886;
“Colonel
Wołodyjowski” (Pan Wołodyjowski), 1888.

The Trilogy is the greatest and most sacred
historical novel about the Polish historic
past.
Albert Michelson - Physics 1907
Michelson was born in Strzelno, Poland.
He came to the United States at an early age,
attended schools in San Francisco,
California, and graduated from the U.S.
Naval Academy in 1873.
Michelson’s Nobel Prize was for his
contribution to science, which included
discoveries in relation to the velocity of
light (186,000 miles/sec or 300,000 km/sec).
Władysław Stanisław Reymont Litereature 1924 Reymont (1867 -1925) was
born in Kobiele Wielkie, Poland. hE wrote
at least one novel about almost every field
he entered in his various employment
stages.
His first book “A Pilgrimage to the Bright
Mountain”, appeared in 1894.
“The
Promised Land” appeared in 1899. His best
and most ambitious novel was “The
Peasants” (Chłopi), an epic in four volumes,
“Autumn”, “Winter”, “Spring”, and
“Summer”, which he wrote in Paris in 1904
- 1909.
For this realistic saga of the life of the
peasants in Poland, Reymont Has been
called “The Polish Zola.”
Tadeusz Reichstein (Polish - Swiss) was
born in 1897 in Włocławek, Poland. He was
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educated at the Eidenossische Technische
Hochschule in Switzerland and graduated in
1920. Most of his life Reichstein spent in
Switzerland working as a chemist. He
received the Nobel Prize for Medicine and
Physiology (1950) for the discoveries
relating to the hormones of the adrenal
cortex, their structure and biological effects.
Andrew Schally Born in Wilno, Poland in
1926. Andrew Schally was the son of
General Kazimierz Schally. In September ,
1939, when Germany invaded Poland, the
Schallys escaped to Great Britain.
In
London Andrew began training under
British scientists at the National Institute for
Medical Research. He receive his Ph.D.
Magna Cum Lauda in Biochemistry in 1955.
Dr. Schally has been awarded the Nobel
Prize in medicine for research work in 1977.
He is credited with developing a whole new
realm of knowledge concerning the brain’s
control over body chemistry. In 1979, Dr.
Schally was awarded an honorary Doctorate
Degree from Jagiellonian University in
Cracow.
Isaac Bashevis Singer (Polish - Jewish American) received the Nobel Prize for
literature in 1978. Isaac Singer wrote in
Yiddish, the language spoken by much of
the world’s Jewish population. Singer
immigrated to New York City in the 1930s
and wrote fiction published in the Jewish
Daily Forward. Singer’s short stories, fables
about the ghetto life of Polish Jews,
including “Gimpel the Fool” and “The
Spinoza of Market Street” were very
popular. The other works of Singer were:
“The Family Moskat” (1950, “Satan in
Goray” (1955), and “The Magician of
Lublin” (1960).
Czesław Miłosz
(Polish - American)
received the Nobel Prize for literature in
1980. Polish emigre Czesław Miłosz was
born in Lithuania in 1911, but received his
education in Poland. He came to the
attention of American readers in 1953, with
the English translation of “The Captive
Mind”, a meditation on the plight of Polish
writers forced to live under a communist
regime. His poetry, collected in “Selected
Poems” (1972), “Bells in Winter” (1978),
and other volumes, mingles lyrical imagery
with penetrating insight. An accomplished
prose writer, Miłosz wrote an
autobiographical novel, “The Issa
Valley” (1981), which beautifully evokes
the landscape in his youth.
Lech Wałęsa (Former President of Poland).
In August, 1980, workers struck the Lenin
Shipyard in Gdańsk, Poland. The striking
workers were joined by laborers from other
segments of the Polish economy, and the
giant trade union Solidarity was born, under
the leadership of Lech Wałęsa, an
electrician at the Lenin Shipyard. (As it had
been since World War II, Poland was at the
time a satellite state of the Soviet Union, the
world’s first and most powerful communist
state. Although technically self-governing,
its freedom was considerably constrained by
the Soviet Union.) 
__________

Polish mine detector from 10
Kozacki, a Polish signals officer who had
escaped to France and then to Britain in
1940.
The Polish detector had two coils, one of
which was connected to an oscillator which
generated an oscillating current of an
acoustic frequency. The other coil was
connected to an amplifier and a telephone.
When the coils came into proximity to a
metallic object the balance between the coils
was upset and the telephone reported a
signal. The equipment weighed just under
30 pounds and could be operated by one
man. The Polish detector saw service
throughout the war and the Mark 4c version
was still used by the British Army until
1995. The experience of mine warfare
gained on the Home Front was to prove
useful throughout the war. While the
Germans dominated mine design and mine
laying, the British were the great innovators
in clearance techniques, initially as a result
of their own shortsightedness.” 
The below text is from the book “The Polish
contribution to the ultimate in the Second
World War” by Tadeusz Modelski: Page
221:
“The thirteenth Polish invention: at the
end of 1941, the technical unit of the Polish
General Staff in London introduced the
British Ministry of War production to a new
improved model (the old model was
invented in Poland in 1937) of the mine
detector constructed in Scotland in 1941 by
the Polish engineer, J. Kosacki.
The British authorities accepted it as the
best one of its time, praising the Poles, and
ordered mass production, under the name of
“Mine Detector Polish Mark I”. All of the
British Army was issued with the detector;
500 mine detectors were used by General B.
Montgomery’s Eight Army, to clear the
terrain before the El Alamein attack.”
Polish Mine Detector
This name was given during World War II
by the allied forces to a contraption invented
by a recently deceased polish engineer Jozef
Kosacki. His friend Jan Zakrzewski, who
was an officer in the Polish Communication
Training Center in St. Andrews in Scotland
told this story to the press. He said:
“Kosacki, while still in Poland, was
researching radio waves, he came up with
the idea of a machine which would find
hidden in the ground metal items. In St.
Andrews he was given a laboratory and a
sergeant as an aide. He showed me what he
constructed. It looked like a small box with
an antenna. His research became an interest
of the commanding officers of the British
Army. All those, who knew, what he has
been working on, were obliged to sign a
secrecy agreement. One day, Kosacki was
called to London. Experts agreed that
production must be started immediately.
Kosacki’s mine detectors were already used
in the North African campaign. His
discovery was not patented; he gave it as a
gift to the British Army. He was given a
thank you letter from the king for this. The
English were very happy that they could
bring something to the cooperation table
with the Americans that they did not have.”
http://www.eurofresh.se/detector.html 
__________

