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Poland and the Jews

Cantor who lived in Israel and the United
States from 1987 to 1993, conducts
traditional Shabbat services and a daily
mi nyan in the
center.

Chabad also now has a presence in
Poland, with synagogues in Warsaw and
Krakow. As for how many Jews now live in
Poland, no one can say exactly.

The first problem is, who is a Jew? Is it
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husband, a writer and professor at Warsaw Foswarczny recently completed a tour of Council Il, according to Yale Reisner of the

seven U.S. cities, including Los Angeles, to Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw.
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asked her father why he always perked up

when news of Israel came on television. Roman Catholic, he is a member of a Polish Catholic Church is the only Catholic
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returns to Poland this month to become Beit udent dralo%ue groupj, hehslz(ajw,h Pol _ _ _
War s z a wa 6tdne &dministrator.f u | r’;lmazement, that many Jews held the Poles ¢ | grous properti e

more, rgs&ogrsmle\}:/orq tlge Holgcralést thanthe o n 6 r mo u s 0 said Moni

Gerrnans. . the Foundation for the Preservation of
It is exactly that belief- that the Poles  jewish Heritage in Poland, who stated that

were worse than the Gerﬁ‘dﬁﬁé‘*}atoty,‘?"f'es o Aboyt only 20 percent of the claims have

the challenge of breaking down stereonpes. been resolved in the tim@nsuming
While Poland did not instigate World War astitution process.

But itods not only
rediscovering their past. Nafewish Poles
have become aware of the 800 to 1,000
years of Pol andds ri
since the collapse of communism in 1989.
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former property owners who are no longer
Polish citizens would be able to collect
approximately 15 percent of the current

value of the buildings or lands.

Il -- the country was invaded and occupied  of the more than 1,200 Jewish cemeteries
by the Germans and 3 million Poles were it have been identified, for example, one But the real question is,

killed, rendering them victims alsomany = ihjrg have been destroyed and only 60 haveis there a future for Jews in Poland?

Jews believe that the Poles were complicit peen officially transferred to the Jewish Holocaust scholar Berenbaum believes the
in the Holocaust, that they failed to come 0 community. ~Additionally, once these unrealistic hatred toward Poland will slowly

history and Jewish history are integrally
intertwined. And they are wondering how a
small minority of Jews could have had such
a huge influence on their country,
sometimes referring to the absence of Jews

as Polandos fAphantomtDEmy eQus0 aid and thggberidshsve beed ottt the! répsireehse as the numbers of Holocaust survivors
Polish universities-i ncl udi ng kr?g khocdv?é{n S’t' in Poland RepkBep & BitenGidancihll) Gaunfng. ! € @ifinish. He also sees the Polish Jewish
entrénched anBemitism.

Jagiellonian University, Warsaw University ; ; . The return of private property is even community becoming more assertive and
and Wrocgaw- now offerdull s i t' fact, the history is not so simple. The 516 complicated, given that homes, land more involved in shaping its own future.
Jewish studies programs. And places such aCaPS Were placed on Polish soil, at least in ang pusinesses were confiscated from Jews, And the truth is, we may not even know

Brama Grodzka (Grodzka Gate), the P2T t. out ~of —effi ci ez asénf ibdefiSn Polbs? By Gz Mot 50 years if Judaism can take root
archway once linking the Christian and now the Jews were. |t was ceslfective,  Nazis and later by the communists. Many of again in Poland. But for people like Symcha
_extinct Jewish sections of Lublin and 2¢€Ording to Maciej KOz BetilsSdete desfoyed, 'adrg Wnith KeIlér, who heads the 30Bember Jewish
currently a cultural center, are dedicated to and ambassadatlarge for Polishlewish — any “identifying records, and were later community in G.d¥, th
preserving whatever can be salvaged from" elations for Polanddg@pi N 8ifererdt "peopld, fmaking it | @ Mt is not easy to I
the Jewish past, including photographs and Aftairs. difficult to trace original ownership, said, fAbut it isEvery
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