Page 4

Thespyfiles President Kaczy@ski from 1 Janekos
. There were many Polish Americans
tormentlng POland waving Polish flags to welcome the Corner
Producer, Poland: Spies, Secrets and Lies President and his wife as they walked on the Janek Szcz
A BBC website article by Julia Rooke tells red carpet '_[oward the L_ibr{_ary. The President] Mary Magdalena HS
of é two decades afand his wfe, were enjoyingthe smomeqt Pozna® Pol al
communism, government plans to throw laughing, stopping to speak to some of the
open the secret police archives could, sayaudience, and shook hands with many of janek.szczepanski@gmail.com
some Poles, turn into a witch hunt. th%]se who Welcomqu t_Tem- ; "
AThe said oudl | di derg pvere ggignpiaresy 4grgm  HPWer ma i,
- i Y countries and many Whoy traveled long Maria & Pres. Kaczy CEs\(<Vie, l N(é\{ nQ )}TI Qe a gta no P
and your family will starve to death, and
then | agreed to wor Kistapsestp see thepgesigent. In addition t part 2
The middleaged man blubbers almost local Los Angeles area Californians, Subjective choices
uncontrollably as he admits on Polish prime chartered bus loads of admirers came from
the secret police into betraying his closest Yorba Linda, Polish Club of Laguna Woods,
friends. San Diego, and the San Francisco area.
AiThey |l ed me |ike a AW adepdange weregNatipnal Polighy |
didn't have the courage or the strength to American Congress President Frank Spula
break free, o he says Southern California Division Polish
This is Stanisgaw Ff\pegcane Kongrgss | Pgegidept, Righard) ¢ h e ) o
opposition trade union Solidarity at the giant Wi der y Es ki , Northern California Divisjoln
Lenin steel mill in the southern town of Polish ~American Congress President )
Nowa Huta. After the imposition of martial £dzi sgaw Zakrzewski, a delegation from the
law in 1981, he and his friends went POl i sh Womends Al liance which included|ijts
underground. National Director Helen Simmons, State
But their leader was uncovered by the President Alicia Van Laar, and Los Angeles
police and jailed. Council President Teresa Kumor. In
il al ways suspecte d%ddﬁﬂ'j%j_ttgr'\’?\%_ '&ﬂ;&ﬁé'de@ 5@“% SPylgy Zamek (Castle) Kornik
i A i is iance members in o . o
Fi os¢e kKos friend, Ed attgendance were %flany officers and members When one has been living his whole life in
Outed_ in the press of various lodges. one city, he definitely does have his own
Ear_ller_ this yi".’” Mr. Nlc_)wa}lﬁ 8\% After the awards presentation President qut;_and places he Commof"y goes to, and
Eer(rjmssmn tc:jseed |sh$e(érlet pd)o ice ||%. at Kaczy Eski and his wife were joined by| 3 @;:tlvmgs he Esuall);]doe_s. Bilng |r_1”a proc‘iess
e discovered made his blood run cold. Polish war veterans for an official wreath of writing about the city, he will surely
ilt was Filosek, o hqasya}yns. ceremony t President Reagandls include those places and pastimes in his
AA trusted friend, %em%r%l%i?‘élﬁr in odr ahOJSG. descri pt i-soene ,o00-d @ipmiussfit m
He was l?]el_ng paid to inform on us. When | ) Polish Scouts in front of a part of -experienc e.o t hi ngs.
saw i's name, _I wept. o the Berlin Wall going to do t_he same; therefore, give a go
The old friends forced Mr Filosek to go my subjective guide o
public. Otherwise they say they would have Architecture
outed him themselves. FPozna® is a Prussi a
It is the absence of a proper legal when he sees the architectural style that
framework for dealing with the past that has abounds the town. Po
IelitOEzssterg;r%faun%/lyrﬁ;trllr;/g?ﬁformers were Prussian Partition and later surviving the
. - Second World War, reflects on the Prussian
exposed ang tge malo{,'\tly ?f é'v'l servartts urban planning and architecture. Typical
were purged by the Vvest Serman state architecture of main buildings including
\;v:(l:ﬁhpasrtfrr]%eed in to help. Poland had no Adam Mickiewicz Unive
periEl . buildings, The Royal Castle, etc., show
SO“t‘_j"’;”g’ Ctatllme tct) Pt%"‘;ﬁr following ta strikingly the Prussian construction trends,
”‘T_go 'ai seWemvenv with the cognmllml_s Z dritye o and even the road planning has never been
Ieadi\rcand formzr%czllish?or,esidentosayls thact rrtyos mos amous rooted off entirely from the original Prussian
’ road map.
although Solidarity won the 1989 elections, on thepother hand, there is a lot that might
the ministries of the interior and defence be considered as fso
were still in communist hands. Outing was the ranging art style throughout
erll]:)r:mers would have been too dangerous socialism in Poland. During that time
: mainl the 1980s), numerous
iThe communists were so_strong, o he _ _ (ei{yy ds, th nlik)etta\e' enter
adds President and Mrs. Kaczy@ski chat wi t Reigphorheods,thal nes r GHY GeNtRry
o . were built. They are standard blocks flat that
frnnlNle ], cko unl ﬂ? nm?ntni ts \5\/ a|(rj t vetting people. A are not really beautiful, with lots of grey and
ontal attack o e communists wou . WE GEY REAL BESTATE DONE! eyesoaring colors which do not go well
have ended tragicallysR young man came |t marAbT with the surroundings due to the fact that the
60Moral <cleansingb recall s. fiHe said he ! ) p u areanasound such neighborhoods is usually
Two years ago, Pol apastéas a tommunist gnfolmerwHe ahadd g cramped with trees, shrubs and flowers.

Justice Party came to power with a promise copy of my secret police file with him. It
to morally cleanse the country and exposewas a terrible shock
former collaborators. After 40 years, Mr

According to Wojciech Roszkowski, a was out. Splashed all over the newspape
Law and Justice MEP, today people feel were extracts from his file in which he
betrayed. allegedly denounced fellow thespians.

He argues that the Polish transformation His story is familiar to those who once
was little more than a deal to divide the lived in a police state. He admits guilt and
spoils of power unfairly between some explains how back in the 1970s he had bee
Solidarity leaders and communists. caught drinkdriving by the police.

AfThe communist nomenkiTaeyr ap rweproes egd van d
a chance to appropriaegolsit agievea srmee tbsa,ck
says. ifThey Dbegan bl ackma
AThe bi ggest fortuneéd | wieeef imaedde f bypm t
former military intelihifgemcenoinyi cet $eag
Solidarityds greatesBehauoveshetwasgdyend
these claims. not allowed to see his own file. Finally he

They in turn accuse the identical twins did obtain a copy and says that only two of
who now run Poland, President Lech the reports were written by him. The rest, he
Kaczy Eski and Pr i me insists, weresfdbricdted. J ar os Jaw
Kaczy ki, of u ndaye a s The Begret policemyei@ ekimown for their
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witch hunt to punish their political rivals. ability to sow misinformation. Yet

The centrepiece of their moral cleansingi r oni cal | vy, todayods
campaign was declared illegal by the supporters seem to set great store by them.
Constitutional Court this spring. Now the government backed by most

The proposed law demanded that people political parties- are calling for the files to
in positions of public responsibility fill in  be opened up to wider public scrutiny. But
self-vetting forms or be sacked. where will all this end?

However, since the Kaan Mplkksik & Sdlidarityn activist avhie
to power there has been a series of informerturned informer. He joined the secret police
outings in the popular press. and was rapidly promoted, informing on his
Persuaded to inform then Solidarity colleagues, among them thd

Maciej Damiecki is a veteran comic actor. Kaczy Eski S twins.
He stars in a longunning and much loved ! f the files are op
soap opera called the Vicarage (Plebania).Will go through hell: People are frightened.
This spring his world fell apart. They implica*ed mil
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g1 &h Jhild Sting in one of the ogrodeks and

S

News of Polonia Pasadena, California August 2007

Fortunately, the buildings have been
gradually renovated and, as a result, the site
gstbecoming nicer.

Fun

| guess that the term fun is understood
differently amongst various groups of
people. Age is one of the major factors that
influence our attitude towards fun. Due to
this, I owi | eval uat e
al so Amatureodo fun.

The first place that appeals to tourists is
Sfary RyfAlek tOlB &imebsquard) with its
ogrodeks (tea gardens). You can have lots of

sipping soda, for instance. Although it is

i tipnless, this is such a great
opportunity to look at historic tenements,
the City Town Hall, and just Poznaniaks
who are flooding Stary Rynek after the
sunset. You can also enjoy yourself in one
of the small streets that radiate from the
squar e. My favorite
U S(Jewish Street) which was once inhabited by
quite a huge Jewish community. Now, it is
famous for its cozy, small, vintage cafes
with ogrodeks.

In addition to this, if you are more of an
athlete, you can wind up and enjoy Malta,
which is a recreational area located around
the Malta Lake. You can go skiing,
sledging, running, walking, or just sit on a
bench to breathe fresh air. From time to
time, you are able to watch rowing or
@&foling tournaments that take place here.
What 6s mor e going to
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