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To: Betsy Cepielik,  

Editor in Chief 
 

Dear Betsy: 
 

   I found the “Jewish Ghettos in Poland” 

article printed in the May issue to be very 

interesting. It reminds me of the Jewish 

ghetto in Shanghai during WWII half way 

around the world from Poland. I am 

interested in the subject, because I grew up 

in Shanghai during the 1930's and 40's and 

was an eye witness, as a Chinese resident, to 

the environment in which the European 

Jews lived. The events related to the 

Shanghai ghetto are very interesting and are 

not too well known. One can now go to 

Google and type in "Polish Jews in 

Shanghai" and get a lot of information on 

the subject. An example of a web site 

containing information on this subject is 

www.cts01.hss.uts.edu.au/ShanghaiSite/

menorahsplash/cat/Europol.html  

   A few interesting facts worthy of mention: 

1. There were about 30,000 to 40,000 

European refugees in Shanghai throughout 

the 1930’s and 1940’s.  

2. The Shanghai ghetto was placed in the 

Hongkew district, the northeastern part of 

the city, in which Chinese also lived and 

was under Japanese military control. 

Though Japan was an ally of Germany, she 

did not follow the wishes of the Third Reich 

to implement a Holocaust in Asia. In fact, 

the Japanese was ambivalent in their attitude 

towards the Jews because, until they 

attacked Pearl Harbor, they still held out 

hope that the American Jews would one day 

help them financially to expand their 

ambitions in China and Asia. Also, racially 

they really did not have any deep seated 

animosity towards the Jews. On that score, 

the Chinese were also not anti-Semitic and 

looked upon the Jews as anther shade of 

foreigners from Europe.  

   In fact, the Chinese who lived under the 

same oppressive circumstances as the Jews 

did under Japanese occupation looked upon 

the Jews as allies who were resisting the 

same enemy forces; there have been many 

testimonials by Jewish survivors of the 

Shanghai ghetto. It is interesting to note that 

in the Shanghai case, it was the Japanese 

that forced the ghetto on the Jews and it was 

the Jews who wanted to start their own 

ghetto. I lived in the same building with a 

Jewish family by the name of Jacobs who 

managed to avoid moving into the ghetto 

under Japanese orders throughout the war. 

This family was successful in staying out of 

the ghetto, because the availability suitable 

living quarters in the ghetto was slow. Many 

of the Chinese residents had to be forced out 

the ghetto first. And, that of course was a 

slow process, even for the Japanese military.  

3. The Japanese occupational forces in 

Shanghai called the ghetto Shitei Chiku. 

Although they marked out the periphery of 

the ghetto by streets, there was no use of 

barbed wires to surround the area, or 

weapons to force submission. Moreover, the 

assigned area also included large 

populations of Japanese as well as Chinese 

residents mentioned earlier who became the 

Jews’ neighbors. Although there were signs 

reading “Stateless refugees are prohibited 

from passing here without permission.” 

along points of entries to the sector, there 

was very little enforcement. The ghetto, 

therefore, did not in a meaningful way 

resemble the ghettos in Europe. The ghetto 

population had a hard time living but it did 

not fear for their lives on a daily basis. In 

fact, the population fared better than the 

thousands of Chinese refugees crowded into 

makeshift housing or living on public streets 

or alleyways. In some ways, the Japanese 

treated the Jews a notch better than the 

Chinese. For example, the Jews could leave 

the Shitei Chiku and go to work in the city 

by crossing the Garden Bridge that spanned 

the Soochow River. On top of the bridge 

was a Japanese sentry. European Jews 

crossing the bridge never had any 

interference from the sentry, but for the 

Chinese passing by, they must bow to the 

sentry, or get off a bicycle, or take one’s hat 

off. Otherwise, they would be kicked or 

slapped by the sentry.  

3. The Polish community in Shanghai in the  
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Jadwiga Ziółkowski, Al Koproski, Ruth Ziółkowski, Pat Koproski 
 

   In 2005 the American Center of Polish Culture in Washington DC wanted to honor Ruth 

Ziółkowski, her late husband Korczak Ziółkowski, and their family for their 60 years of work 

to create the largest sculpture in the world, “Crazy Horse Monument” in the Black Hills of 

South Dakota. At the time Mrs. Ziółkowski declined, as she no longer travels that far from 

home. Since she was not able to travel to Washington, Chairman Al Koproski and wife Pat 

Koproski went to South Dakota and presented the “Lifetime Achievement Award” to the 

Ziółkowski Family from the National Polish Center (American Center of Polish Culture, 

d.b.a.) 

   This sculpture memorializes the Native Americans and their history in the growth of the 

early United States. There is a fantastic museum of Native American art and artifacts from 

several Native American Nations, as well as members of the some tribes selling their 

handcrafted items.  

   Of the ten children of Korczak and Ruth, seven of them work on the mountain project, along 

with ten of their grandchildren. Their dedication to carry on the dream to finish the image of 

Crazy Horse is amazing. Mrs. Ziółkowski celebrated her 81st birthday on June 26th with 

another large blast on the mountain. You can go to www.crazyhorse.org and learn more about 

this fantastic undertaking, which will take decades to finish. 
 

__________ 

Commission on Security 

and Cooperation in Europe  
234 Ford House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515-6460 

 

Dear Commission Members, 
   Citizens of Poland experienced brutal 

death and suffering for decades resulting 

from Nazi and Soviet occupations. Sadly, 

leaders of the United States and Great 

Britain validated the Soviet occupation 

when signing the 1945 Yalta executive 

agreement. 

   It is Poland’s present democratic form of 

government that evolved from a 50 year 

tradition of constantly fighting, resisting, 

and eventually overcoming all of the above 

evils on behalf of the entire free world.  

   When taking all of the above into 

consideration how dare any foreign 

individual or commission appeal to a 

representative of a freely elected 

government in Poland, which perhaps did 

more to end oppression and unite Europe 

than any other nation, about wrongful 

property confiscation? Rather than 

demanding such restitution from nations that 

committed the atrocities and injustice 

involved, or validated them, how dare this 

demand be made of the Polish nation? How 

dare a U.S. citizen issue such appeals after 

President Roosevelt took part in determining 

the fate of Poland during the 1945 Yalta 

Conference without  any Pol ish 

representation?  

   Holding a democratically elected 

government responsible for foreign imposed 

tyranny in any way, shape, or form, is an 

insult to Poland, Polish-Americans, other 

Eastern and Central Europeans, as well as 

all freedom loving people around the world. 

The current Polish government deserves 

nothing but appreciation, gratitude, support, 

and restitution from the perpetrators of the 

crimes committed against Poland.  

   Therefore with this open letter I appeal to 

all freedom loving Americans to join once 

more in solidarity with the courageous 

people of Poland by never voting for any 

candidate seeking U.S. political office that 

has applied pressure on the freely elected 

Polish government to offer restitution on 

behalf of those who committed crimes 

against the Polish nation. 

   I appeal to the Polish-American media, 

and all Polish-American organizations to 

publish the names of those political 

candidates who signed under such an 

insensitive appeal issued in the name of the 

Commission on Security and Cooperation in 

Europe, and to encourage voting against 

such candidates that strive for U.S. political 

office until such time as they openly 

withdraw their misguided position. 

Sincerely, 
 

Adam Kiernik 

kiernad@netzero.net   ❒ 
 

Committee Members 
Alcee L. Hastings 

Benjamin L. Cardin  

Mike McIntyre,  

Christopher J. Dodd 

Hilda L. Solis 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 

Joseph R. Pitts 

John F. Kerry 

Gordon H. Smith 

Russell D. Feingold 

 

__________ 

National Polish Center Honors Ziółkowski Family 


