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Stanley Stankiewicz from 8
There was a cork board for friends to add
their pictures and memories.
After time for socializing, the guests
converged and related their memories of
Stanley. Richard welcomed all and thanked
them for coming. First to speak was Greg
Chilecki (PNA – Piast Lodge.) Greg
thanked Richard and Karen for their
gracious invitation. He thanked Richard for
his six years as PAC – S. Cal. President. He
gave a toast to Richard, followed by the
singing of Sto Lat. Richard was next to
speak. He said that Stanley was a member of
the PAC, Polish American Historical
Association, the Helena Modjeska
Foundation, and the Long Beach Opera
Association. Karen Wideryński told us that
every morning at 7:30 their phone would
ring, and it would be Stanley. Often Richard
and Stanley would speak rather loudly,
leading her to believe that “Polish is a very
violent language.” (Editor’s note: It’s not
the language that is violent, but the speaker.)
She concluded by saying, “He left us too
soon.” Richard told about Stanley’s earlier
life. He was born in Wilno (now Vilnius,
Lithuania.) At age 14 he was deported to
Germany. Food was extremely scarce.
Consequently, Stanley appreciated food –
both eating and cooking.
Lucy Borik informed the audience of the
work Stanley and his wife of over 50 years
Gene did on the translation of the works of
the late Barbara Karpińska, which PAHA
hopes to have published. He was devoted to
the US Marine Corps. In his honor,
everyone sang the Marine Corps Hymn.
Lucy said that often, when she would visit,
Stanley would bring out his USMC rifle. He
lost a lung in the Korean War. “He was a
good guy and we loved him.”
Linda Płochocki, President of the Helena
Modjeska Foundation, told how Stanley was
a docent at the Modjeska Home (near
Anaheim, California.) He loved giving tours
of the house. She remembers him as always
having a folder in his hands and wearing a
sweatshirt.
Son John Stankiewicz (Stanwyck) had
many fond memories to relate. His father
loved animals. When he checked at the
veterinarian’s office, there were 27 cats in
the Stankiewicz file. Only one was a house
cat. He is still trying to find one of them. He
had all of them spayed, and was down to
only seven at the time of his death. He was
in General Anders Polish Corps, but never
told much about his past. John urged all to
“tell your kids what you did.” His father was
also a music lover. His favorite musicians
were Janice Foy, cellist and Yola Tensor
(soprano opera singer.) Both were present
to pay tribute to Stanley. He loved being
Polish and had a magical view of Poland
from when he left at age 14.
Lila Ciecek informed all about another
little known aspect of Stanley’s life. He was
a gourmet cook. Before the Pope John Paul
II in Yorba Linda came into being, a group
of Poles joined together in writing a
cookbook. Stanley contributed many special
recipes and brought samples of them. One of
his recipes was #One in the cookbook.
Others related on his jars of preserves that
he gave them. One year he had 200 jars.
Marek Trociński, importer of Polish
liquor, always made sure that Stanley had a
full supply of his krupnik and bablui. Marek
said that he often contributed these bottles to

others and organizations.
Stanley also had a hobby of carving
stained glass.
Neighbor Joe Tusko arrived in a truck
decorated with flags and patriotic signs. He
was also a Marine. He and Stanley were
planning to go to Camp Pendleton together
to see about releasing some Marines being
held prisoners there. Unfortunately, they
were unable to go due to Stanley’s untimely
demise.
Janice Foy gave the most moving speech
of all. She is of Croatian descent and feels
close to the Poles – especially Stanley. She
could not believe that Stanley was gone, but
said she could feel his spirit there today. He
was her greatest fan. He had a folder about
her. This past Easter she played her cello for
Stanley in the hospital. All of the patients
wanted to hear her play. For the first and
only time, Stanley came out of his coma,
smiled, and greeted all of those gathered
around. She felt he had been brought to a
high point. (This was the only time he came
out of his comatose state.)
Elizabeth Rudzińska, Commissioner of
District 16 – PNA, lauded Stanley for his
many years as Secretary of Lodge 3229 and
Council 208. When she was looking for new
members to sign up, he signed up all of his
grandchildren.
John Garstka, Treasurer of PAHA, lauded
Stanley for his writing in the Polish
Americans in California books.
Maja Trochimczyk, former Director of the
Polish Music Center at USC, was grateful
for his contributions on Polish folk dance
when she was writing about Polish music in
California.
Marek Żebrowski, current Director of the
PMC, spoke about the Paderewski statue
which is to be dedicated on October 4 at
USC. Funding is still needed. This will be
the first statue of a Pole in Los Angeles.
Stanley was a strong supporter of the
Paderewski Festival in Paso Robles, and
attended every festival. He had a great love
for Polish classical music.
Stanley was the first subscriber to the
News of Polonia. He and his wife Gene
wrote many articles for this paper. Stanley
was always eager to contribute. One very
special article was his coverage of the last
flight of Barbara Karpińska.
More guests were waiting to speak, but it
was time for the talented musicians to pay
their tributes to Stanley.
Cellist Janice Foy played Stanley’s
favorite songs. It was a very diversified
program – from Polish patriotic (Boże Coś
Polskie) to Amazing Grace to Sinatra’s “I
Did It My Way” to a song from Korea,
ending with a rousing flamenco number.
Marek Żebrowski, a very talented pianist,
played several Paderewski pieces.
Yola Tensor, in her lovely soprano voice,
sang Stanley’s favorite “Ave Maria.” She
was accompanied by the very talented
Szymon Grab on the piano.
Marek Żebrowski played an encore of
selections by Chopin.
Amidst the tears and laughter, it was
indeed a memorable day. We could all feel
Stanley with us in spirit. He is sorely
missed.
The formal memorial service will be held
on Friday, August 31 at 10 AM at St.
Bonaventure Church in Huntington Beach.
There will be a reception following the
service. ❒
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Hello to summer! And to all the pleasures, relaxation, fun and enjoyment which it brings
into our lives. Hello then! To all the lovers of summer, especially to those embarking on special summer adventures, exotic voyages and special events – we wish them good luck, good
travels and a great time! And to everybody left behind, we wish peace, rest, joy, fun. May they
appreciate the comfort of their own cozy homes, birds singing in their gardens, friendly faces
of the Orange County neighbors, and of course beauty of our own California with its balmy
weather, ocean breezes, majestic mountains and peaceful deserts...
Here in the Polish Center we said a few goodbyes to all departing for the summer months or
weeks, and welcomed young people home from Colleges for the summer break, as well as
relatives and friends who find this an opportune time to renew family relations and friendships. A few young people left for summer camps, still others for summer visits, jobs and engagements. On Sundays, which are usually buzzing with people and activities, one can tell that
we have been “deserted” by many of our members. Oh well, let’s hope they all will be back,
happy to see and love us more.
With joyful hearts we welcomed Father Stanisłlaw Urbański , professor from the Cardinal
Stefan Wyszyński University in Warsaw, who arrived for his annual summer visit to our Center to rest and to substitute for the vacationing Fr. Henry Noga. We wish Father Stanisław
good rest, good time, and fruitful pastoral services among the Polish Center’s flock.
A bus full of the Center’s members traveled to the President Ronald Reagan Library in Simi
Valley for a very special occasion: to meet with the President of Poland Lech Kaczyński, and
to participate in the bestowing by him on President Reagan – posthumously – the oldest and
highest award of the Republic of Poland: The White Eagle. A very proud moment!
Sponsored by the PNA “Piast” Lodge 3259, 25 members of the “Polanie” Dance Group traveled to Hartford, Connecticut for the Polish Folk Dance Festival. Also sponsored by the
“Piast” was the annual Beach Picnic - Ognisko – at Huntington Beach, where everybody present had a great time - with good food, music, singing and friendships prevailing.
Preparations for the annual “Dożynki” (29th) are in the full swing. The dates to remember
are September 15 and 16th. Everybody is invited to this biggest Polish social gathering in the
Southland! Commemoration of the August Patriotic Anniversaries will take place at the Pope
John Paul II Polish Center on Sunday, August 26th, with Mass at 10:30 am followed by a Program and Lunch. ❒
___________

