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. . unfortunately, Kurski is right.
P O I I S h P rOfI I e S Electoral The coalition with LPR (League of Polish
Families) and Samoobrona as predicted,
KOl Basar proved to be short lived and came to a nasty
; divorce with lots of accusations and name
A memory of my friends ' ' Justyna Ball calling. It provided some unforgettable
By: Kaya Mirecka PlossPh.D., Executive Director moments |ike Roman G
Jan Karski Institute, Baltimore, MD For some time now, | tried to avoid the parliament when he clearly showed that
speaking up about the present government injacek Kurski was lying and accused PiS of
Those of us who lived under the Communist Regime in Poland, know how oppressiveitland because often it triggers my migraine s t e a| i n g LPRO® S progr
was. Yet, at the same time, normal life was going on. No matter how it was, we all have fdmehdache. Although | follow its moves, applauded by many, even his old opponents
memories of people, of precious moments. successes and missteps, the situationfrom LiD (Leftists & Democrats) as well.

Fate had it that | spent most of my life living abroad. The years | lived in Poland were fropometimes gets so absurd that it becomeqhey all agreed that he burned Kurski to
autumn 1957 to spring 1966. Just a mer e estertgiming. Lke th the Waemiaf regipre adhéss. Sex scafdal® df SamboBroma Pebagné
with pleasure. | was twice arrested, once for a week, the other time for six weeks. Watching me cl ever soul , P | edefyBaY nefsk & Rl éaflyZrbrnify arkestd
my dying father I cared for who was just released from Communist prison where he spentrdadside shrines) on trees to prevent theof ministers and their associates by CBA
years, from 1946 to 1957, was heartbreaking. It was for my father that | decided to returdaeal officials from cutting the trees down. (Central Bureau of ArtCorruption). If you
Poland. Before that | lived and studied in England. After | buried my father in 1965 | ddobody dares t o co0me thgl JanskBwakKi if $af, think a@,én [&st h
everything possible to leave Poland for good. And I did. site. The officials explained that the reason year the Prime Minister gave his ok to CBA

While | lived in England | studied Fashion Dress Designing at the Royal College of Art ifor cutting the trees is the fact that too many tg |gok into personal info of 25 million
London. | had no difficulty in getting a job in Poland. On the contrary, | was embraced apde o pl e drive into th %Xﬁaylng‘:f?bléls té People al:

given free rein. With a team of talented young designers | established special shops all @vare into buildings, trains and yes, other \Wh at 6 s interesting
Poland called MODA POLSKA. Those shops carried dresses only designed by the team pedple! But this sums up the logic of some |nterior Kaczmarek, head of largest
myself. One of the designers, Maggorzatainpgwermand , became my |nfsu’rahc@6061panyJelrdmwM@@zélanﬁ@hteﬂ1
the first year in Poland and then it started. fioni chcN cof nNI Pod s kpoldiog ety Gdifde WHii g

| was regularly visited by an agent of the Secret Police asking for information about certdimr ans | at es t o @A They |washrhen ih Polarf WRYyszafd Kazd) Was
people that | knew in England. The problem was that the man who questioned me knewexerse - bac kwar ds o, Pr jjust elearel bf fali azdudations and how is it
much more about those people than | di dJarDis:;gtadecam:atyGEslbt enaiCcHdine g Fhinas b pp ey hHiesh
frustration, or to make me talk, | was arrested. But | really had nothing to say, and | wiasem the podium. Such silly skpps are a speed dial? But before that, Minister of
released after one week. daily treat for the katieeZ yoifsidivi ZioBrd O@ded Sevetali

More than three years passed when the visit started again. This time with a vengeanceNatdbecause it would be rather difficult to conferences to promote himself to the
threats. Not so much against me, but my dying father. They asked not for information abteyerse it forward, but because no one canc ount ryés Robin Hood
people but wanted me, or rather demanded that | travel to Munich, where | would visit th@ve the country back faster than PiS (Law
Polish section of Radio Free Europe and declare that | had escaped from Poland and | &adsstice) did. No wonder whymore than
seeking political asylum. Then perhaps join Radio Free Europe , and start destroying it frewer - Poles await yet another October
the inside . . . election. : : ome partg shlftm also to?k place

The weekly visits and the pressure on meManyowekhopjngtthatlmIessthancthra@IA ?%tn | a{ ? tt
suicide thoughts were constantly with me.weeks e twoo yearsd afy arggance
to her motherés home for dinner. embarrassment, t he We?ﬁgﬁt{e%qughls %s&'%lrégffe@v'c

That evening | found out that there is another Poland, besides the Communist world wigppeated attempts to divide the nation will
their ugly political jargon and threats. | stepped into a world of elegance, intellectuabme to the end. Poles will try one more mtr? OTadgugzo Rydzgk agda '?ag'% ll\/l?ryéa
discussions about the latest published book or play, classical music and world affairs. Tihge to get it right. it anym{)re ' ’
people that | met there had built another reality besides the one outside the windows. | metom the PiS point of view, the simplest Bosi d s M Ovddo Bo
writers, known for their opposition to the Communist regime, actors and known paintemay to convince the public to get reelected ydgo,

Was another old Solidarity member who
There | also met three women who become my friends. Two of them were less known becadsiséo call every rich person a thief and owed ExPrlm?Vl MInIS er in

A pocket digital tape recorder remains
the most popular gadget among
politicians.

of their own accomplishment s, but becausdzeclaoefalllhEhreoorrasgoadLhoeestsand w

daughter of the known writer Stefan teromslmtlm'BheofsetchoendrlEth ||11tk| @vcﬂé R”\(
of Juliusz Ostrewa, a famous actor and ffpoiutnbduelrl dofJack& KRes E)D %%’%f/ (%1 3
Magdalena Samozwaniec. She was the daughter of Wojciech Kossak and granddaughter @fc us i ng Donal d T us

Juliusz Kossak, both world renowned painters. All three were older than | was. joining Wermacht,

Magdalena Samozwaniec won her own place in the literary world of Poland. Her books wérét mb  peopl e wi | | St%i/ %Sflr Frﬁ) ax Wéy %“I gha %/:V'C i

filled with satire about people around her. She spared nobody, including her family. She wasguess that the Polish electorate buys |nto
not on speaking terms with her whole family, including her daughter. Magdalena was also these slogans and | hate to say it, but Justyna Ball to page 14
most colorful of the three.

The dinner that was served was rather sparse and modest, but the porcelain and silver [Twas

served on was fit for a king. After dinner we always played cards. At one table Bridge was $ SRORJLHV IRU PLVWDNHYV L Q W k

being played, at the other Canasta, where | was assigned. The trouble was that Thad neM@le | a st | ine in the page 1 article about
played cards before. It was Monika teromskapehond@ufdddi tMeo nh oo tco nludy cethat agape.
was Monika teromska who got me out of pr‘l’ﬁ@”li"’ﬁ@“sﬁoﬂ"laé @éé&ﬁrﬁtﬂ@eﬁeraﬂ@ﬂ%%p@bﬁc‘w‘%mnat"md?n
daughter of Stefam teromski who was onceg_ nomi ed the Noble Prize Litelra

Communists treated Monika with kid gloves She also knew certain people in the Governmehie end of the Pollsh Proflles artlcle about Jaglellonlan University Was not carried fofward
Polish Profiles to page 16 and several readers called asking for a printout of how the article ended.
lllustrious students

Together with his new wife Ann, who was a cousin of his first wife, they established the

f | i Il i d >
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hi story.
A MONTHLY PUBLICATION As for the University, it became known all over Europe. By the year 1400, over 18,000 stt
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snenGU Nov 4 Sun, Noon Mass followed by a worldwide celebration of the Pope John Paul| Il

Foundation will be held in the Our Lady of the Bright Mount Parish Hall. Dinner willl be

NEWSOFPOLON|A - homedenvery served at 1:30p.m. followed by AA Progra
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