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education. Scholarships are generally not the Dean of Music, Robert A. Cutietta, and jestors, Previously, Congress limited Roth

taxable to the extent they are used to pay forg;soug't\tlgrr]ﬂgg P:I(q)(\alosct:érgr.:l_(.)nl\)//laXanl\(;lklzsa've conversions to those whose modified

tuition and books. Scholarship monies adjusted grass income was under $100,000.
received to pay for living IOexpenses WRX .F K L QJ W ULEXWHYV W R &k Ut 2 hal- weg Hiblidv r,D We

including food and shelter are taxable, If (e University and in the world. Musical ¢qhyersions will be available to investors at
your child receives this money, it is taxable accompaniment for this festive occasion was any income level, starting in 2010.

to the child, not the parent. Forms are rarely Provided by the Midnight Winds, including g | |
sent disclosing the information; it is some
thing you must monitor on your own. If you

perform services in exchange for the
payment of educational expenses such as
work study program, you will receive a-W

2. If the work is performed for the

educational institution, it generally will not

be subject to Social Security or Medicare
tax.

richard@cpakrol.com

What Can Education Do

composition, the Menuet Op. 14.

At 6 p.m., immediately after the
ceremony, the annual Paderewski Lecture
aRecital was presented at the Alfred Newman |pa over the next several years and then
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How to Improve Your
Chances of Getting A
Visa From A U.S.
Consulate In Poland

As most of us in Polonia know, the U.S.
government chose not to extend the visa
waiver program to Poland this year, despite
the efforts of Polish leaders to obtain this
benefit for Polish citizens.

Now that Poles will not qualify for the
visa waiver program for the immediate
future, it is worth remembering some simple
steps to make it more likely that your family
members or friends would get a visa from a
U.S. Consulate in Poland. Despite the all
too-frequent appearance that the process is
arbitrary and capricious, there are a few
steps that applicants can take to increase
their chances of walking out of the consulate
with a visa instead of a denial.

Here are a few simple tips to help with the
process, some of which | heard personally
from the Director of the Noimmigrant visa
branch at the Consulate in Warsaw when |
met with her last year.

Bli{x,eHons shuld  besu ported by
mehtXtidrihat 's\JpN&% the Bd}‘ddse for
the visa. If your relative is coming for a
wedding, submit a wedding invitation or at
least a statement from the bride or groom. If
it's medical care they are coming to receive,
obtain a doctor's letter stating the special
need for medical care in America. If your
relative intends to travel throughout the U.S.
and visit certain tourist spots, come prepared
with itineraries, reservations, hotel bookings
in BRid Q Fh LoGeunheRtdNdR Re¥olif be
authentic and substantial.

The applicant must show the consulate
proof of their own money or othdinancial
resourcedo support themselves or a relative
who agrees to support them while here. This
should be documented by bank statements
or receipts or proof of salary. If it's a relative
in the U.S. who is offering support, bring his
tax returns or bank statements, or both. It's
helpful to have him fill out and sign before a
notary the Affidavit of Support form {134
form). [See Immigration Forms section from
my website to download the form.]. Be
prepared to explain how you will support
yourself in the U.S. for the entire length of
your visa.

It is also important to show "ties to the
home country”, in other words, property,
employment or immediate family left
behind that would cause you to return. Bring
proof that your relative owns a house or flat
in Poland. Bring a letter from your
employment or other proof that your relative
is employed. If your relative has family
such as a spouse or children that are not
coming to the U.S., bring proof of that such
as marriage and birth certificates.

If your relative has traveled to the U.S. or
other Western countries before, it's wise to
point that out; it shows a propensity to
return home after a visit abroad. Of course,
this is only helpful if one returned in
accordance with the time limits in their visa.

I find it helpful for the applicant to write a
cover letter-- laying out exactly why he or

of books and room and board do not affect Republic of Poland in Los Angeles, Polish
the credit. The credit is equal to 100% of the American Congress, Polish American
first $1,100 of tuition plus 50% of the next Historical Association, and Polish National
$1,100 of tuition for a maximum credit of Alliance-gratefully acknowledge the
$1,650 per year. It generally results in a generosity of the Polish American
larger benefit than the Lifetime Learning community in this endeavor.

Credit but has some limitations. The credit pagerewski Monument Unveiling

may generally only be taken in two tax years ¢ | Max Nikias

often have retirement income from other ghe wants the visa, citing the financial and
sources, they may not need to tap into their gper ties to the home country, setting forth
converted Roth IRA for many years, if at all. the pasis for his financial support in the U.S.

(Unlike traditional IRAs, there are no ang referencing the documents attached.
mandatory withdrawal rules for Roth IRAs This gives the consul a summary of the

Investments to page 15 Legal to page 15

per qualifying student. The student must be proyost & Sr. VP for Academic Affairs

at least a halfime student. He or she must Qctober 4, 2007

be pursuing a degreed or certified program. | gm delighted to join all of you here
It could be a fouyear traditional degree or today. It is as much of a privilege for USC
shorter certification program such as tg nonor Mr. Paderewski today as it was
licensed nursing, cosmetology; or even truck more than eight decades ago. Indeed, it is
driving. The student must not have been ot every day that we unveil a monument
convicted of a drugelated felony. If the that would be just as welcome at our
student is a dependent child, it is the parent|nternational Relations School as at our
claiming the exemption who will receive the  Thornton Music School. This is testimony to
benefit of the credit regardless of who paid the unusual legacy of Paderewski.
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