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The 52nd annual Polish festi
took place at Our Lady of the Bright
Mount Polish Parish on Adams Blyd
on Sunday, September 30, 2007. |his
is the one day each year for the Rol-
ish community of Los Angeles to put
their best on display and for anygne
curious about anything Polish [to
satisfy that curiosity. As usual, Pol-
ish delicacies aboundedt pierogi,
potato pancakes, cheeéided
crepes, sausage, and various cakes.
Anyone wanting to learn more abqut
the social and cultural life of Polish
Americans in Los Angeles could stpp
by the booths of various organiza-
tions such as the Polish American
Congress, the Polish University Club
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or the Polish library which is hous ad'

below the church rectory.
No Polish festival would be com
plete without an artistic program
showcasing Polish folk dancingjand
what better way to communicgte
across language barriers than through
music and dance. Opening the artistic
program was Podhale Folk Darce
Company under the artistic directipn
DQG OHDGHUVKLS RI
After taking a hiatus last year, Pad-
hale was back with a new, fgsace
SURJUDP WKDW JRW WKH DXGLHQFHYV KHDUWYV
racing and hands clapping. The danc-
HUVY IDFHV EHDPHG| ZLWK SULGH DQG
excitement.
Podhale had another reason to give
the performance their all. A few
dozen actors and professionals from
the entertainment industry, most nota-
bly Stefanie Powers, a Los Angeles native and fellow Pdlislerican, came to the festival at
WKH LQYLWDWLRQ RI -DVLX 6RED VNL ZKR LV D WDOH
ers was seated front row, center and thoroughly enjoyed the performance, and she was th
to discover that Los Angeles has a Polish festival.

-DVLX 6RED VNL

rilled

QW PDQDJHU DQG PDQDJHV 0OV 3RZHUV 0V 3RZ

Krakusy Polish Folk Dance Ensemble, which has been maintaining Polish culture and folk

dance traditions in the Los Angeles area for over 50 years, presented their repertoire to
the artistic program. The ensemble has had over 500 members inrplss5@ears, and there
were many alumni in the audience cheering on their successors. The artistic director of
NXV\ (GzZDUG +RIIPDQ DOVR VSRNH DERXW WKH JUR
group participated in several folk dance festivals in Connecticut and New York.

Under the leadership of Steve and Renata Perzyna, the festival experienced a few inf
tions this year such as the beer garden outside theemmovated parish hall. A new bar area

Close

Kra-

ova-

in the carvedvood style popular in the Polish mountain regions was constructed just in time

for the festival, and this proved to be a popular destination for many festival guests. Ano
popular innovation, although targeted towards a slightly younger demographic, was the
GUHQTVY SOD\ODQG ZKLFK SURYLGHG KRXUV RI DPXVH
friends or making new friends, there was plenty to see and do for kids young andayoung
heart. -
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