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Dożynki at the Pope John Paul Center 
By Betsy Cepielik 
 

   On September 15 and 16 the annual 

Dożynki was held at the Pope John II 

Center in Yorba Linda. The festival 

opened at 1:00 PM with music by Al 

and Claudia Wrona. This was 

followed by a guided tour of the 

center and a 4:00 p.m. mass. The 

mass was conducted by Father 

Douglas Cook, former pastor visiting 

from Rome where he is studying at 

the Vatican. 

   Next there was a program on stage, 

emceed by Rick Kobzi and Viola 

Turek, with the outstanding dances of 

the Podhale Dance Ensemble and 

Polanie dance groups. 

   During all of this time, until 11 PM, 

visitors could stroll the grounds, visit 

the exhibits, and enjoy the delicious 

Polish food (placzki, pierogi, 

kielbasa, kapusta, pączki), baked 

goods, and drinks. 

   One of the most popular booths was 

the Polish Husaria’s (Rik Fox). Rik 

was assisted by Josh Wojda and Irene 

Ujda. Irene expertly demonstrated 

sword fighting to the eager 

youngsters who visited. There was 

also a display of weaponry, books, 

and other items pertinent to the era. 

The next booth had an exhibit of 

Polish culture. 

   The Polish National Alliance and 

Polish American Congress invited 

interested persons to join their 

organizations. The Polish School was 

accepting applications, as well as 

selling Polish books and crafts. There 

were also games and a jumper for the 

children. 

   Polish businesses sponsoring booths 

and displaying their wares and/or 

services were: American Services 

(which mail to Poland), Star Real 

Estate, Ivona Skin Care, All 

Continents Travel, and Yarchok 

Satellite Dish. For those who enjoy 

shopping, there were Baltic Amber 

and the Polish Center Gift Shop under 

the leadership of Anna Dolewski. 

   Saturday’s activities concluded with 

dancing to the music of Nasza 

Muzyka, a new band from the San 

Diego area. 

   Sunday began with the usual 

masses. There was a procession led 

by the Lord and Lady of the Manor, 

Tony and Jozi Szynalski, who are 

active members of the Center. Next 

was another folk dance program by 

Polonez dancers from San Diego and 

Polanie of Yorba Linda. The display 

booths and food continued through 

Sunday. 

   The event  ended with  an 

opportunity drawing.  Special 

recognition to this years chair person, 

Stan Czarnota who did an outstanding 

job of managing the Festival along 

with the various Booth Chairpersons.   
❒ 
 

Jozi and Tony Szynalski…  

Lord and Lady of the Manor 2007 
 

   It was in New York after WWII. 

Anthony recalls the day he met Jozi 

in his aunt’s apartment. She was 

sewing in one of the rooms behind a 

curtain. He fell in love with her 

instantly and as they got to know each 

other better they realized they have 

more in common than just their 

nationality. 

   When WWII broke out they were 

both exiled to Siberia. Jozi was 10, 

living in her native Dambrowa near 

Lviv, when she was deported with her 

family to the Soviet Union. Memories 

of her sister, Michalina, are still vivid. 

Michalina died at the same time their 

father passed away in Siberia. She 

believes she was praying to God so 

that He takes her and spares the rest 

of the family. 

   In 1941 after the “amnesty” General 

Anders’ army and some 40,000 

civilians were evacuated to Iran and 

later to Mexico. It is there the group 

   Welcome Fall!  Although the calendars tell us it is the fall season, the climate in Southern 

California does not manifest itself with great changes, and we can still enjoy warm sunrays 

and balmy weather. However, life for most of us changes somewhat in the fall season. Shorter 

days and longer nights let us catch breath, to indulge in bodily and spiritual rest and 

enrichment, to savor memories of the past summer experiences, and with a renewed spirit, to 

look forward to the months ahead.   

   Life at the Pope John Paul II Polish Center in Yorba Linda also has changed a bit and is 

“back to normal” after one of the main annual events – the Dożynki - came and passed. The 

celebration and excitement are now history, but the happy memories of this event will linger 

for a long time. Memories of two days of festivities full of joy and laughter, music, dancing, 

entertainment. Of feasting on the Polish culinary specialties, sharing Polish customs, history 

and traditions, wonderful hospitality and friendship. Memories of seeing some old friends and 

meeting new ones. The fond memories of the event itself include the time of preparation for 

the Dozynki: a great team work of the organizers and planners, sponsors, booth leaders. 

Memories of cheerful. smiling cooks, bakers, servers, entertainers – all the gracious 

volunteers, a loving community that spared no time and effort to carry on the beautiful 

traditions, and to spread happiness around.. 

   Year after year the Dożynki at the Pope John Paul II Polish Center draw hundreds of people 

from near and far, who come to enjoy this social event, and to participate in the traditional 

religious celebration of giving thanks to God. Truly, that’s what the Dożynki is mainly about – 

a symbolic celebration of gratitude to God for His abundant blessings and love throughout the 

year. Here at Yorba Linda – it is also a main fund raiser for the needs of our Polish Center. 

Hats off! to Stan Czarnota – Dożynki Chairman – for his leadership, devotion and hard work, 

and the great success of Dożynki 2007. Congratulations to Toni and Josie Szynalski - the Lord 

and Lady of the Manor. 

   The bells are ringing for the children starting  new school year at the Helena Modrzejewska 

Polish School in Yorba Linda. The children (3 to 16) are learning the Polish language, history, 

culture and traditions, as well as religion, art and folk dancing. Under the directorship of Mrs. 

Elżbieta Rudzińska, the school is staffed by professional teachers from Poland and is holding 

classes on Saturdays. The classes for the preparation for the Sacraments of First Communion 

and Confirmation also started. 

   On October 21st the Commemoration of the 29th Anniversary of Pope John Paul II election 

to the throne of Peter, as well as the 23rd Anniversary of Father Jerzy Popiełuszko martyrdom 

will take place at the Polish Center in Yorba Linda. A solemn Holy Mass at 10:30 am will be 

followed by an artistic program and lunch. This event is sponsored by the Polish American 

Congress, Orange Chapter, and organized by Michael Dutkowski and his committee.   ❒ 
 

__________ 

The Hussars led the procession 

Polanie Dancers from Yorba Linda 

Podhale Dancers from Los Angeles 

Polonez Dancers from San Diego of Polish orphans, including Jozi, were called “Poles of Santa Rosa”. Another Polish General, 

Władysław Sikorski signed an agreement with the Government of Mexico to give them a 

shelter. He was trying to get them to the U.S. When he died tragically in Gibraltar, Sikorski’s 

diplomatic work was carried on by the Polish American Congress and its President Karol 

Rozmarek.  

   When Tony recalls February 10, 1940, he thinks of his twin sisters who died only days after 

the deportation to Siberia. He lost his parents and one of his brothers as well. His other brother 

survived the war, joined the British Air Force and left to Canada after the war ended. It took 

some time after the Red Cross connected the two brothers. Unfortunately, his brother died in 

Canada before they reunited. Tony remembers a dream he had on the day he was exiled to 

Siberia with his family. He dreamed he was in the army wearing shorts, and a short sleeved 

shirt. He remembers asking his uncle: “what army am I in?” “Army of St. Jadwiga”, his uncle 

replied. Being only 19, two years later he joined the Polish forces on exile wearing exactly the 

same uniform he was dreaming about. After the war, he got invited to the U.S. by his aunt 

from New York. Jozi was in the orphanage with Tony’s sister and happened to be visiting her 

at the same time. 

   They lived almost 17 years in Iowa, had four children, Jozi was sewing and Tony worked in 

a magnesium steel plant that produced parts for aviation. In 1984, they moved to California 

where they met Frank Stanek and found out about the Polish Church. Both have been very 

active from day one and have devoted a lot of their time to the Polish Center. Tony was one of 

the original members of the Men’s Club and serves as an usher. Jozi is a Eucharistic Minister 

and has been helping with church decoration since she can remember. Both retired, spend a lot 

of their time around the Center. 

   In Tony’s spare time, he makes colorful statues of dwarfs and angels for his family and 

friends, repairs statues and decorations at the Center. Jozi still sews and takes care of the 

church flowers. The Polish Center will always be their second home, both in their hearts and 

their souls.   ❒ 

 

__________ 


