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Beatification of Mother

Celine Borzecka
Noting that the beatification
occurred on October 27, 2007,

Independence Day Gala Reply to an article in
By: Krysta Close The Wall Street Journal

Victims of a Forgotten

Soviet Holocaust
November 8, 2007; Page A21

AfHol ocaust Deni al a
Hakakian published on Nov. 3, brings us to
an important point in world and Polish
history that needs to be more fully
understood.

The Polish people who arrived in Pahlavi,
Iran in 1942 were victims of an unknown

nd ehran, 0 by |Roya

TODAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2007, in
Polish churches throughout the world,

holocaust. The vast majority of the over
200,000 Polish citizens who arrived in the

Polanddés Freedom is being celebrated port of Pahlavi, were ethnically Polish, not
DZIE6 NI EPODLEGGQS CI Je"tv'sr;- ta"osg people tof"’% do not rel%",o,zg The Venerable Servant of God
We cel ebrate the Anniversary of PoIanch)g'j‘_'jl e_ eginning ot the war in Mother Celine Borzecka, C.R.
Jacek Nowa ssi@swais allied with Germany. Poland

freedom from the grip of the Russians,

Prussians, and Austrians. The land of

ancestors was partitioned but valiant Poles
never gave up their quest for a free Poland.

At the Treaty of Versailles the dream of
Poles was finally realized.

For many years we Poles of Los Angeles

have come to our church to celebrate

day of Freedomi November 11. We come
to church, hear speeches, put flowers in
front of the plagues commemorating Poles

of yesteryearé

Many of us forget the tears, bloodshed,

killing, tyranny and inhuman treatment

war until we come back the next year to
honor these Polish days of Remembrance.

look in front of me and see the ladies and
gentlemen who will never forget their years
in the service of Poland during those
traumatic days of war. They will carry their

pain and memories with them for the rest of
and

their days. Thank you Ladies
Gentl emené
HOW CAN WE EVER REPAY YOU
FOR YOUR HEROISM,
AND SERVICE TO POLAND

the land of our forefathers

DzieNiepodleg&:i to page 16

Foundress of the Congregation

Consul General Paulina Kapu&idka was attacked simultaneously by both Soviet of the Sisters of the Resurrection

On the evening of Novembef"&t 7:30 Russia and Nazi Germany and was basically
pm in downtown Los Angeles, the lights divided in half at the war's beginning.
were shining brightly on the stage of Zipper The Polish people who stepped onto free
Hall and the audience was abuzz. There wassail in Iran in 1942 were not escaping the
a palpable excitement in the air for the event Nazis (though their country was still
about to commence: a celebration of occupied) but had just been released from
Pol anddés | ndependenc®ovieDgulags inr Sibaria iwheeedtheyb lyad
the Consulate General of the Republic of been imprisoned for two years, with over
Poland in Los Angeles. The festive evening two-thirds of their number dying there.
began with the Polish and American When the Nazis attacked Russia, Soviet
national anthems, performed gracefully by Russi a became one of
Midnight Winds, a USchased ensemble. allies and released its prisoners who
Paulina KapuSci &Eska, evéhtudla mrdséesl the e @aspi@no Seautd
IGeneral in Los Angeles, opened the official freedom in Iran.
part by welcoming a large representation of o jankowicz
the diplomatic corps, Polish Army veterans, Skillman, N.J.
and an overflowing audience composed of

the émigré community and their numerous Victims of a Forgotten
American friends. In her brief remarks,

Consul KapuSci Es ka SQwetHolocaust ¢ ne

importance of November 11 in the modern By: Eve Jankowicz

history of Poland and bestowed a Gloria | \yas very pleased when thwall Street  something to share with children, teens,

Artis medal, given by the Ministry of  journalpublished my letter on November 8. spouses, parents, grandparents, patriotic
Culture and National Heritage in Poland, | really liked the header the newspaper citizens, widows, single parents, religious,

upon Marek tebr owskichose Ksinde® i€ tifRkllided Othe KeyWérd founders, and seniors.

Polish Music Center at USC and a-co fhol|l ocaust. o0 But t he dhe Congregation df the Sisters ofhtked
organizer of the evemiRgdPyi AYe8Nt Swhy di dmResurection wasrfaumndeddreRome in 1891

our

the

our

The Big Threeo

of
The Venerable Servant of God
Mother Hedwig Borzecka, C.R.
Co-Foundress of the Congregation
of the Sisters of the Resurrection
What does Mother Celine have to say to
todayds worl d? How i
did the Church beatify her? Perhaps we find
the answer in the simple phraseshe was a
WOMAN FOR ALL SEASONS. She has
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Womenbdés experiencels

The main attraction of the evening, information, such as the poor physical by a widow, Celine Borzecka, and her
P @oWe@r,an'tsN’herpr@ram of Polish film condition of the Polish people as they daughter, Hedwig. The formation of the
music. The Midnight Winds and USC gtepped on Iranian soil at Easter time in Congregation was the first time in the
Strings were joined on stage by a cast of 19422 why didn't | write that pictures of history of the Catholic Church that a
o (F¢lgbrities, including the double bass these Poles look exactly like those of Jewish religious community of women was founded
virtuoso, Darek Oleszkiewicz, the renowned concentration camp victims we have all seen by a mother and daughter.
vocalist, Anna Jurksztowicz, and Maestro g g many ti mes? Wh y dGeléhe, ghe daughtey rofi & wealthy hland
Krzesimir DiAbski, thgandgdhynfote BdtedsCoPPBIRIPpREDIE Gwner, was born in Eastern Poland. From
conductor, violinist and pianist. The varied gjeq shortly after arriving in Iran? They her early childhood she fervently desired to
and entertaining presentation began with the \were taken directly from the boats on dedicate herself entirely to God. At the age
m Wy&idU quintet arr angegR8dhds stifjht tdtRethSspitsl Witefe kh@y®f 21, in accord with the wishes of her
famous Menuet and was followed by §dj ed. Why didnoét | wpaientss Celirreamarried hJosaph Barzeski.
Chopinds N o eshampr mimor i ttpusarfds more died in Kazakhstan while She continued to grow as a woman of prayer
performed by cellist Lars Hoefs and pianist yajting in sickness and starvation to finally and sacrifice. Sixteen years following her
Marek tebrowski I mmegd d B84SR foR hdod® ' W aclost Ste marriage, her husband, Joseph, was stricken
the entire ensemble came on stage for afeedom, these Polish people died and lay inwith paralysis. He died several years later,
performance ofUrodziny [Birthday Music]  ynmarked graves to this day. One had to beleaving Celine with their two small
by Dnibski, sung by piy&icaIF wel th'bK auBWed Wit &fZthe daughters, Celine and Hedwig.
under the direction of her husband and yssgr, so many would buck up as well as In 1875, the young widow and her

composer. , . they could, only to @hilden came to Rome,sdeking heaWill of s
The musical feast of highuality  \which carried them across the Caspian SeaGod in  whatever way it would be

entertainment §vath Hiso wegyghgnas Dnbski manifested to them.

mixture of gooenatured humor and | should have included numbers. | should On January 6, 1891 God called Celine and

engaging stage presencitroduced several  haye written that approximately 1.7 million Hedwig to begin the Congregation of the
selections of his own music from feature people from Eastern Poland, primarily Sisters of the Resurrection. Today the
films 6_lnd TV serials. Anna Jl_JrkSZtOWiC_Z, & ethnic Poles, were forcibly deported to Church recognizes both as Venerable, or as
L cléarrmlnnq and excellent vocahst,. gave lively siperia and elsewhere in the huge USSR. Ofpersons who have lived lives of heroic
an heartfelt inter phghutmbet, 8y Bbo@® £30,600 Arfvédiidvertueh Mdther Celine and her daughter,
songs from The Clan Lonely Hearts Iran in 1942 alive. The rest had all died. | Hedwig, lived lives that were permeated
Cantabile- They Came at Duskor Good  ¢id not includethese facts because | wrote with the faithvision and optimism so
and Ill, finishing withHe | e n a &frem S qBikly and sent my response the day after needed in our world today. They were
Ogniem i mieczenthat brought the full  the opinion's publication. | could kick confident that people needed a message of
house to its feet in a prolonged standing my s e| f t hat | di dn ot hopen Theyudessed ipohele others diseever e
ovation. o _ | had to make major corrections in my letter, the fact that Jesus lives and is with them
Bet ween DA b-wifningd $ilm a w4 Khd to educate the readers a little. Alsoalways!

scores, other Polish film composers were | didnot realize u nt The yeansoprior to theafoundatipneok elir
al so represented yespBrde is proBadly the Fhdst ifiportant TONGreégatiort wer difficult and laden with

n
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