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The perfect  

reasonably priced gift 

for any occasion that will be 

enjoyed throughout the year  
 

A gift subscription 
to the  

NEWS of POLONIA 

 

Please send news and  

updates about your  

Polish Organization 

to the  

News of Polonia 
polishnews@earthlink.net 

 

Polish American Congress 
Southern California Division 

 

Invites you to attend our meeting 

Sunday, November 18    -    12:30 P.M. 
 

Pope John Paul Center   

3999 Rose Drive   -   Yorba Linda 
 

Non-members of the 

Polish American Congress 

are welcome to attend our meetings 

to see the many projects we have achieved 

and are working on for Polonia. 
 

Information: (626) 577-9797 

 

Opłatek Luncheon and Award Presentations 
Sunday - December 2 - 1:30 p.m.  

Our Lady of the Bright Mount Church Hall 

3424 W. Adams Blvd. - Los Angeles 
Please see calendar on page 2 for more details 

Communist Showcase from 9 
 

You won’t see anything like it in Poland,” 

he said.  

   Tour participants were treated to lunch in  

a local restaurant called the Stylowa -- 

which is only “stylish” if you are a fan of 

unchanged 1960s vinyl decor -- as the 

waitresses slapped down plates of ravioli-

like cheese pierogis, which were often the 

only thing on the menu as shortages struck 

during the dying days of the old regime.  

   “You get what they have, just like in 

communist times,” said Nowak.  

   Later, after a walking tour taking in the 

old Lenin Square -- today named after 

Ronald Reagan -- the visitors headed to an 

apartment which has remained stuck in the 

communist period, with its linoleum floor, 

cream-yellow-brown wallpaper and cough-

inducing Eastern bloc cigarettes.  

   There, Staszek Cempa, a former 

steelworker who has lived in the area for 30 

years, recounts beatings and repression 

faced by strikers who turned Nowa Huta 

into a symbol of resistance to the regime in 

the 1980s.  

   “It was a hard life,” he said mournfully.  

   Paul Webster, a sociology teacher from 

Conyers school near Stockton in northeast 

England, said he had wanted his students, 

who were not even born when communism 

collapsed in Europe, to get a hands-on feel 

of the period.  

   “It is more interesting for them than 

reading it in a book. It brings it to life,” he 

said.  

   Student Edward Stephenson, 16, agreed, 

saying: “It opened my eyes!”   ❒ 

Irena Sendler from 9 
 

Sendler gave the children false names and 

documents and placed them in convents, 

orphanages and with Polish families. In 

1942 the Polish underground organization 

ŻEGOTA recruited her to lead their 

Children's Division, providing her with 

money and support. Her hope was that after 

the war she could reunite the children with 

surviving relatives, or at least return their 

Jewish identities. To that end she kept thin 

tissue paper lists of each child’s Jewish 

name, their Polish name and address. She 

hid the precious lists in glass jars buried 

under an apple tree in the back yard of one 

of her co-conspirators. In 1943 Irena 

Sendler was arrested, tortured and sentenced 

to death by firing squad. She never divulged 

the location of the lists or her Polish 

underground contacts. At the last moment 

she was saved by ŻEGOTA which bribed a 

guard to secure her freedom. She still bears 

the scars and disability of her torture. 

   God bless you, Irena. For all I know, you 

saved one of my relatives. As a post script, I 

wanted to point out some of the major media 

outlets in our nation that boycotted her 

nomination. A search of LexisNexis 

identified the following: The New York 

Times; USA Today; The Los Angeles 

Times; The Chicago Tribune; The San 

Francisco Chronicle; The Miami Herald; 

CNN (Beck's report was on CNN Headline 

News); MSNBC; CBS; Fox News (only 

Prime Time broadcasts and Fox News 

Sunday are transcribed). 

   Obviously, there are many more that 

ignored Sendler. In fact, as I analyze this 

further, most of the 107 reports were from 

foreign media sources, not American ones. 

   Why might that be?   ❒ 

Poland’s unemployment 

rate falls to 11.3 percent 

in October, Labor 

Ministry says 
 

   An Associated Press article in the 

International Herald Tribune published on 

November 7. 2007 states, Poland’s jobless 

rate fell to 11.3 percent in October from 

11.6 percent the month before, according to 

preliminary Labor Ministry figures released 

Wednesday. 

   At the end of October, slightly more than 

1.72 million people were registered as 

unemployed, compared with 1.78 million in 

the previous month. 

   The figures mark a sharp fall over the past 

year - the country had a jobless rate of 14.9 

percent in October 2006. 

   There has been vigorous economic growth 

in the former communist country of 38 

million and that has led to a boom in some 

sectors, notably construction. 

   Unemployment has also fallen as hundreds 

of thousands of Poles have left the country 

to take jobs in Britain and Ireland since the 

country joined the European Union in 2004. 

   Poland’s jobless rate has declined 

gradually since peaking at 20.7 percent in 

February 2003. 

   The Central Statistical Office will issue 

official October unemployment data later 

this month, but those figures seldom diverge 

by more than one-tenth of a percentage 

point from the preliminary estimates.   ❒  
 

__________ 

Pole position from 10 
 

Russians have never apologised to the Poles, 

nor have Britain, France and the United 

States, for betraying them as cruelly and 

cynically as they did. Mind you, neither the 

Americans nor the British have ever 

apologised  or  recognised  their 

responsibilities for the murder of millions of 

innocent women and children via their 

bombing. At least the Germans have. The 

sacking of Warsaw was no less a crime than 

the bombing of Dresden, Tokyo and 

Munich, except for the fact that our ally 

Stalin could have prevented it. I am very 

happy for my likeness to be near that of the 

great General Sikorski. If there’s one person 

I could have chosen to be near, it certainly 

would have been him.    ❒ 
 

__________ 

British study in Poland from 10 
 

from that.” Taking such a conspicuously 

foreign model creates opportunities for 

students, but there are pitfalls. Graduates of 

Pieśn Kozła do not fit as easily as 

conventional drama-school students into the 

UK acting scene. Most of the British 

graduates either joined the company, as 

Downie has, or teach and take workshops.  

   Kate Perry moved to the Gers in the South 

of France after finishing the course, bought 

a ruined farmhouse, built a studio and set up 

her own workshops. She did her first in 

June, drawing on her work with Pieśn 

Kozła. It was not just what she got to know, 

but who: she now has a European network 

to draw on. “That was what was so great 

about the course, working with so many 

practitioners,” she says.  

   Emigrants such as Perry and Downie will 

not match the Polish student immigration 

any time soon. But cherry-picking the best 

of contemporary culture and building 

courses around it, advocates say is an 

example of how European integration isn’t 

just about selling British education, but 

about broadening it.   ❒ 

 

__________ 

Burke warns new St. 

Stan board members 
 

   A November 5, 2007 St. Louis Post 

Dispatch article written by Tim Townsend 

states, St. Louis Archbishop Raymond 

Burke has warned two recently-elected 

members of the St. Stanislaus Kostka 

Church board that by joining the church’s 

leadership they have committed an act of 

schism, and he has summoned them to the 

Catholic Center on Lindell to defend 

themselves. 

   Stan Rozański, 59 of south St. Louis 

County and Bernice Krauze, 65 of south St. 

Louis received letters Friday telling them 

the Rev. Thomas Doyle, their choice of a 

canon lawyer to represent them before 

Burke, had been rejected by the archbishop. 

Instead, Burke assigned them legal 

representation from within the archdiocese. 

   Rozański and Krauze were elected to the 

St. Stanislaus board in August after the 

retirement of two of the original Stanislaus 

Six - board members who Burke declared 

excommunicated in late 2005 after a 

prolonged battle over the church’s property 

and assets. 

   The archdiocese's judicial vicar, the Rev. 

John Shamleffer, said the letters were meant 

to inform Rozański and Krauze about “the 

consequences of their decision, and 

reevaluate whether this is something they 

really want to do.” 

   The purpose of excommunication, he said, 

“is to show what the serious results of your 

actions are. The hopeful remedy is that they 

would remove themselves from the board. 

Excommunication is more a desire for 

healing, not to kick somebody out.” 

   Shamleffer said all future directors at St. 

Stanislaus would face similar consequences. 

❒ 

 

__________ 


