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PoznaŒ, Poland 

Democracy wins 
 

   ñIt is the most important election since the 

end of the totalitarian state and we must 

attend it,ò Lech Wağňsa, the former 

President of Poland and Nobel Peace Prize 

holder said the day before the elections. His 

concern truly encouraged Poles to go to the 

polls to express their views. What was so 

shocking was the overwhelming turnout, 

which ultimately was everyoneôs victory. 

What will be the results and the defeat of the 

so-called ñsocially conservativeò cabinet 

though? 
 

False start 

   The victory of PO (pro-business Civic 

Platform) has been considered a positive 

sign for the future of Poland worldwide and 

so the leader of PO, Donald Tusk, was 

greeted with congratulations by major 

European leaders including German 

Chancellor, Angela Merkel, shortly after the 

announcement of the results of the exit 

polls. Of course, it would seem inadequate if 

the opposing bloc did not congratulate the 

winners, so Jarosįaw KaczyŒski said, ñI 

wish Tusk success. I congratulate him.ò 

However, it is very weird that the President 

of Poland, Lech KaczyŒski, a twin brother 

of Jarosğaw, has not yet taken any measures 

to improve his relationship with the new 

Prime Minister, Donald Tusk. He has not 

yet congratulated him on his victory and it 

seems as if he does not want to. The 

Presidentôs reaction simply does not meet 

the actual standards of modern European 

countries, and it seems it does not actually 

appeal to Poles who have already grown 

hesitant to the Presidentôs behavior. Is Lech 

KaczyŒski not happy about the election 

results? Certainly; his twin brother will no 

longer govern the country. But, does it 

actually mean that he cannot live up to the 

national expectations of the ñabove-

divisionsò president?  
 

Next move 

   Coming to terms with the fact that this is 

the end of a(n) (in)famous ñIV RPò (a term 

created by twin brothers to distinguish 

between an allegedly ñcommunist and 

corrupt stateò and a newly organized state 

that KaczyŒskis were trying to form), 

Poland is at the edge of setting up new 

policies. The most important task seems to 

be to create a strong foreign policy. This is 

also a crucial issue concerning the US-

Poland relations. Will they be changed 

soon? A change is considered by a future 

government, it seems. Radek Sikorski, who 

waived British citizenship to have become 

the Defense Minister in the KaczyŒski 

cabinet, as a guest on a HardTALK 

broadcast on BBC said, ñNegotiations 

[concerning the missile defense system] are 

still taking place and there are still important 

issues to be resolved.ò  

   On the other hand, Poland is a EU member 

state that should be considering itself to be a 

part of Europe. This has been quite 

neglected by the former government; thus, 

Poland needs to rebuild its strong position in 

Europe, as well. This probably means 

gaining a number of close allies throughout 

Europe and mending our relationships with 

Germany. Will it be possible, though?  
 

Janekôs Corner to page 14 

Chicago, Illinois - The Polish National 

Alliance was saddened of the news that 

PNA National Secretary Zdzisğaw John 

OrdoŒ passed away suddenly on Friday 

afternoon, October 26, 2007 in his 

hometown of Buffalo, New York. He was 

66 years old.  

   Mr. OrdoŒ was the beloved husband of 

Teresa (Tendorf); dear father of Richard, 

Donna (Mark) Ippolito, Mark and Jason 

(Colene) OrdoŒ; grandfather of Anthony, 

Jessica, Breanne, Arielle, Britani, Ethan, 

Elise, and Tyler; son of Helen and the late 

Teofil OrdoŒ; brother of Jack (Janice) 

OrdoŒ and Alina (Leon) Kundrotas; also 

survived by many nieces and nephews. 

   John has been active for many years with 

the PNA since he joined the organization in 

1969. He served as a Lodge Secretary of 

Lodge 3085 in Buffalo for 21 years, and 

served as President of Council 19 since 

1986. John was elected as Commissioner of 

District 4 in 1987 for two consecutive terms, 

became a Director for two terms starting 

from 1995, elected as PNA Vice Censor in 

2003 until 2005, where he was elected as 

National Secretary in 2005 and recently 

elected for a 4 year term at the 45th PNA 

National Convention in Jersey City, New 

Jersey. He was President of the Saturday 

Polish Schools in Buffalo as well as an 

active member of the Polish American 

Congress, Buffalo Division. He was the 

Chairman of Budget and Finance 

Committee for 4 Consecutive Conventions. 

   Mr. OdroŒôs funeral was on Tuesday, 

October 30, 2007. There was a Mass at St. 

John Gualbertôs Church, in Depew, New 

York. A special memorial Mass for Mr. 

OrdoŒ was held at the PNA Home Office on 

Tuesday October 30.  
 

Story by: Robert M. Jadach 

Additional Information taken from The 

Buffalo News    
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   I was looking for ideas how to use 

memories of our loved one to find joy in our 

life again. 

   Centered on the idea that in remembering 

my beloved father, I discovered that I could 

find happiness again. 

   I decided to weave my dadôs interests and 

values into the fabric of my own life. My 

father was born in Warsaw, Poland. He 

fought for his homeland. 

   In 1952 he met his beloved wife, Teresa. 

Together they studied Theatrical Arts in 

Ğ·dŦ. They shared the same interests. They 

both loved literature, art and music. 

   Family was very important to them. I have 

been spending days to think about the ways 

in which my dad inspired my brother, me, 

and others to learn about the world and 

critical thinking, or compelled us to go on a 

voyage of discovery about the world and 

love. 

   Often, heôd be invited to write an article or 

speak at an event, and I remember sitting 

with him, watching him gather his thoughts 

in the quiet moments before heôd take the 

stage. 

   Armed with intelligence and creativity, he 

would go up and captivate the audience. 

Never a boring moment, never a time when 

he would lose his place or go off track. He 

always knew how to make the most out of 

the times inspiration would strike. 

   In 1984 my mom and dad decided to 

follow me to California and like with most 

immigrants, it was a very difficult and 

vulnerable time for my dad and eventually 

he established himself as the head of the 

Security Forces of Mitsubishi Electronics in 

Santa Ana. 

   His co-workers loved him and appreciated 

his great, innovative ideas. My father had a 

genuine interest in people and his homeland 

and he became very active in our Polish 

community. 

   Together, with Mietek Dutkowski and 

Father Karp they founded the Polish School 

in 

Yorba Linda. Later, after lengthy 

discussions with Chris Ciepğy who also had 

great ideas and loved his homeland, they 

organized ñPiastò a lodge of the Polish 

National Alliance. My father was a very 

active member of the group. He and Chris 

encouraged many new immigrants to join 

the organization. My father was always 

curious to know what things were like for 

his fellow man. He never refused to help to 

write a letter to an official or an article about 

important Polish events. He gladly accepted 

an idea to publish a newspaper called 

ñWiadomoŜci Piastowskie.ò 

   When Doctor Dworak established the Gift 

Fund which brought Polish children 

suffering from very serious heart diseases to 

Los Angelesô St. Vincent Hospital for 

treatment, my father offered his services. He 

would always support any charitable cause.  

   His ideas were countless; he always 

wanted to do more for our Polish 

community. 

His terminal illness hampered his abilities. 

   He passed away on  Sunday,   October  14,  
 

Zdzisğaw Brum to page 12 

Memories of  

Zdzisğaw Brum           Z 

   Stanley Grzanka passed away after a long 

illness of a degenerative heart condition on 

Monday, November 4, 2007 at Verdugo 

Hills Hospital. He is survived by his wife of 

55 years, Joanna, daughters Elizabeth 

(Andrew Kozğowski), Dr. Margaret (Dr. 

Marek Zdarzyğ), and eight grandchildren, 

Alexander, Kristin, Monica, Natalie, Julia 

(Kozğowski), and Sebastian, Nicholas, and 

Kasia (Zdarzyğ), 6 sisters and brothers. 

Stanley was born to Marcjanna and Walenty 

on Feb 10, 1924 in Krzywopğoty, half-way 

between Krak·w and Czňstochowa, county 

of Oğkusz. He was the oldest of eight 

children.  

   When the war started he was starting his 

first year at the Technical High School in 

Oğkusz. He finished the first year of this 

school in 1940. From 1940 to 1942 he 

worked in a machine shop. He avoided 

being sent to a labor camp in Germany by 

finding a job in a local railroad yard where 

he worked on overhauling engines. 

   In 1942 he joined the Home Army and 

received ñyouth training.ò In 1944, he 

avoided arrest by escaping to the forest and 

joined a Home Army unit serving as one of 

their messengers.  

   When the war was over he finished 

Technical High School in Katowice. In 1947 

he started engineering studies at the 

SzczeciŒ Academy. Due to hard times, he 

temporarily suspended his studies and 

joined the work force which constructed the 

SzczeciŒ shipyards.  

   In February, 1952, he married Joanna 

Miğko, who was displaced to SzczeciŒ from 

the Polish city of Grodno which was taken 

over by Russia after World War II.  

   In June, 1952, Stan was arrested by the 

Communists and sentenced to 12 years in 

prison. When a general amnesty was 

declared, he was released after serving 26 

months of his sentence. 

   After his release he went back to work at 

the SzczeciŒ Shipyards where he was 

employed until 1967 as a construction 

manager.  

   The Grzanka family departed for the 

United States to join his wifeôs sister who 

had married a Polish American. With his 

wife Joanna and two daughters, 12 year old 

Elizabeth and 11 year old Margaret they 

settled in Culver City, and in 1969 they 

moved to Hollywood. With the help of a 

well-known Polonian, Felix Doman 

Drozdowicz, Stanley worked in a number of 

machine shops in the L.A. area before 

retiring in 1985.  

   Since arriving in LA, Stan quickly got 

involved in local Polonia organizations. He 

was a member of the now defunct Hejnal 

Choir at the Our Lady of the Bright Mount 

Church in Los Angeles, and the Samopomoc 

(Self Help) organization which subsequently 

evolved into the Polish Center.  

   He joined the Polish Center in 1973, and 

has been one of its most active members 

serving tirelessly in many capacities.  

   In 1987, Stan was elected the President of 

the Center during its most difficult time and 

quickly brought it from the brink of 

imminent foreclosure to the viable 

institution it is today. He has presided over 

the Polish Center for eight years and held a 

position on the Board of Directors at the 

time of his death.  

   He had been both a Treasurer and 

President of Polish National Alliance Lodge 

2644 for many years, active member and 

treasurer of the Southern California Division  

of the Polish American Congress, helping to 

organize the Medical Relief Committee for 

Stanley Grzanka       Z 

Poland a number of years ago. He was also a 

member of Weterani Armia Krajowej 

(Polish Veteranôs) organization. Three years 

ago he received KrzyŨ Kawalerski for 

services to Poland and Polonia.  

CzeŜĺ jego pamiňci!      
 

Andrzej Kozğowski 
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