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Memorable Christmas Story 
 

It might be happy, funny, or tragically sad.  
We would love to have you share your experience with us.  
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Polish Hero who tried to 
stop the Holocaust 
remembered on the 
sidewalks of New York 
By: Frank Milewski  
(718) 263-2700 
 

   The Consulate of the Republic of Poland 
�L�Q�� �1�H�Z�� �<�R�U�N�� �F�K�R�V�H�� �3�R�O�D�Q�G�¶�V�� �,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H��
Day, November 11th to pay tribute to a man 
�K�R�Q�R�U�H�G���L�Q���3�R�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���L�Q���,�V�U�D�H�O���D�V���³�7�K�H���0�D�Q��
�:�K�R���7�U�L�H�G���W�R���6�W�R�S���W�K�H���+�R�O�R�F�D�X�V�W���´�� 
   Along with government and religious 
leaders from Poland and Israel, a throng of 
New Yorkers filled East 37th Street and 
watched Consul General Krzysztof 
Kasprzyk unveil a life-size statue of this 
Catholic hero of both nations.  
   Showing Karski sitting on a bench playing 
chess, the statue is situated near the entrance 
of the Consulate and will remain as a 
permanent memorial to the man Israel has 
�P�D�G�H���D�Q���K�R�Q�R�U�D�U�\���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q���D�Q�G���U�H�Y�H�U�H�V���D�V���³�$��
�5�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V���$�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���´ 
   During the German occupation of Poland 
in World War II, he was a courier for the 
Polish Underground (Armia Krajowa) and 
risked his life many times to carry 
information to and from the Polish 
Government-in-Exile.  
   In disguise, Karski was escorted into the 
Warsaw Ghetto by the legendary Irena 
Sendler from the clandestine organization, 
�)�H�J�R�W�D�� ���7�K�H�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� �I�R�U�� �$�L�G�� �W�R�� �-�H�Z�V���� �D�Q�G��
observed the inhuman German treatment of 
Jews inside. He also watched the brutality 
the Germans inflicted on Jews being 
transported to the Belzec death camp. 
   Because of his eyewitness of the German 
atrocities, the Polish Government-in-Exile 
gave him an important assignment. The 
order was for him to go see Churchill and 
Roosevelt and warn them both that the 
Germans were exterminating Jews in Poland 
and to do something to stop them.  
   He first traveled to London but the British 
dismissed his plea as strategically 
inexpedient. He then came to the United 
States to give his eyewitness account to 
President Roosevelt but was unable to get a 
favorable response. 
   On the same trip to Washington, Karski 
also told his story of the German genocide 
of the Jews to U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Felix Frankfurter who was Jewish himself. 
Not only was Frankfurter unresponsive but 
�K�H���D�O�V�R���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�H�G���.�D�U�V�N�L�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\���� 
   �³�,���D�P���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���L�Q���Z�K�D�W���,���K�D�Y�H���M�X�V�W��
heard, in all the things you have just told 
�P�H���´���.�D�U�V�N�L���V�D�L�G���)�U�D�Q�N�I�X�U�W�H�U���W�R�O�G���K�L�P���� 
   Not only will the Karski statue be a 
permanent fixture on the corner of East 37th 
Street and Madison Avenue where the 
Consulate stands, the City of New York has 
�G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V�� �³�-�D�Q�� �.�D�U�V�N�L��
Corner," according to Chet Szarejko who 
heads the Political Activities Committee of 
the Downstate New York Division of the 
Polish American Congress. 
   Szarejko was the liaison of the Polish 
American Congress with the Consulate 
�G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�X�H�¶�V��
�X�Q�Y�H�L�O�L�Q�J���� �³�1�H�Z�� �<�R�U�N�� �&�L�W�\�� �Z�L�O�O�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �W�K�H��
Jan Karski Corner street sign there in a few 
�Z�H�H�N�V���´���K�H���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�� 
   Jan Karski died in 2000 at the age of 86. It 
happened as he was playing chess with a 
Polish diplomat while sitting on a park 
bench. 
   Among the guests at the unveiling 
ceremony were: Polish Ambassador to the 
�8���6���� �0�D�F�L�H�M�� �.�R�]�á�R�Z�V�N�L���� �8�Q�G�H�U�V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�� �R�I��
State at the Chancellery of the President of 
Poland, Ewa Junczyk-Ziomecka; Meir Lau, 
Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv; Cantor Joseph 
Malovany; former N.Y. City Mayor Edward 
�.�R�F�K�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �$�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�� �&�K�R�L�U�� �R�I�� �3�R�]�Q�D����
University.   �– 

�.�R�V�F�L�X�V�]�N�R�¶�V���:�L�O�O���F�L�W�H�G��
at PAC Awards Banquet 
 

   With the Comptroller of New York City 
William C. Thompson, Jr. as one of the 
honorees at its 2007 Awards Banquet, the 
Downstate N.Y. Division of the Polish 
American Congress presented him with a 
�U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���*�H�Q���7�K�D�G�G�H�X�V���.�R�V�F�L�X�V�]�N�R�¶�V��
last will and testament as a memento of the 
event. 
   Just ten days earlier, Comptroller 
Thompson himself hosted a special 
reception at City Hall in observance of 
Polish American Heritage Month and 
recognized several Polish American New 
Yorkers for their personal achievements and 
contributions to their community. 
   �7�K�H�� �&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�� �E�D�Q�T�X�H�W�� �F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �³�3�R�O�L�V�K��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�� �'�D�\�� �L�Q�� �1�H�Z�� �<�R�U�N�´��
wh ich  began wi th  a morn ing 
commemorative mass marking the 
anniversary of the murder of Father Jerzy 
�3�R�S�L�H�á�X�V�]�N�R���E�\���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�W���W�K�X�J�V���L�Q�������������� 
   �)�D�W�K�H�U�� �3�R�S�L�H�á�X�V�]�N�R�� �Z�D�V�� �P�D�U�N�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �G�H�D�W�K��
because of the moral and spiritual support 
he continually gave the SOLIDARITY 
�G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F�� �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �3�R�O�D�Q�G�¶�V�� �V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J��
�Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �K�L�V�� �P�R�Q�W�K�O�\�� �³�0�D�V�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
�+�R�P�H�O�D�Q�G�´�� �D�Q�G�� �I�H�D�U�O�H�V�V�� �V�H�U�P�R�Q�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H��
pulpit. 
   The mass was held at St. Stanislaus 
Kostka Church in Greenpoint, Brooklyn 
followed by a solemn observance at the 
monument honoring the heroic Polish priest 
�L�Q���0�F�&�D�U�U�H�Q���3�D�U�N�¶�V���3�R�S�L�H�á�X�V�]�N�R���6�T�X�D�U�H�� 
   Also honored with Comptroller Thompson 
was the Sea League of America (Liga 
Morska) the first time any organization was 
�V�R�� �V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���� �� �6�H�D�� �/�H�D�J�X�H�¶�V�� �S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W����
Szczepan Janeczko, accepted the award on 
behalf of his organization and its New York 
City chapters Gdynia 15, Westerplatte and 
Pomorze. 
   Individual recipients of the 2007 PAC 
awards were Msgr. Peter Zendzian, pastor of 
Holy Cross RC Church in Maspeth and 
�0�V�J�U���� �*�U�H�J�R�U�\�� �&���� �:�L�H�O�X���V�N�L���� �S�D�V�W�R�U�� �R�I��
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church 
in Ozone Park. 
   As priests of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Brooklyn, both were elevated to the rank 
of Monsignor at the same time earlier this 
year. 
   Also honored by the PAC was Dr. 
�(�O�*�E�L�H�W�D�� �-�D�G�Z�L�J�D�� �:�L�U�N�R�Z�V�N�L�� �I�R�U�� �K�H�U��

Frank Milewski, president of the 
Downstate N.Y. Polish American 
Congress congratulates Lt. Anne Marie 
B. Verbil,  �S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �3�X�á�D�V�N�L��
Association of the New York City Police 
Department, for being selected by 
Comptroller William C. Thompson, Jr. as 
one of the honorees in his 2007 observance 
of Polish American Heritage Month. 
   With Comptroller Thompson and the 
Polish American Congress holding two 
celebrations of Polish American Heritage 
Month only ten days apart and each one of 
them taking part in both, the bonds of 
friendship between Thompson and the 
Polish American community have never 
been closer. 
   Comptroller Thompson plans to be a 
candidate for Mayor of New York City in 
2009.   �– 

 

___________ 

Polish American Congress 
 

   �³�1�R�Z�K�H�U�H�� �H�O�V�H�� �L�V�� �+�R�O�R�F�D�X�V�W�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �D�V��
distorted  and misrepresented as it is about 
�3�R�O�D�Q�G���´�� �7�K�D�W�¶�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�� �0�L�F�K�D�H�O��
Preisler (2nd from left), a Polish Catholic 
who survived more than three years in 
Auschwitz, founded the Holocaust 
Documentation Committee of the Polish 
American Congress and is now its co-chair.   
   A misinformed and antagonistic media, he 
believes, is behind a lot of anti-Polish bias 
and his committee has been trying to set the 
record straight for the last twenty years.     
   Historical accuracy often takes second 
place when the media yield to the 
temptation to dramatize and sensationalize 
the Holocaust. They even tried to blame the 
Polish people for some of the atrocities for 
which the Nazis and the Communists were 
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H���´���K�H���V�D�L�G���� 
   During his visit to New York, Prof. Robert 
Jerzy Nowak, an eminent historian from 
Poland (3rd from right), noted he also had to 
grapple with this problem. Prof. Nowak has 
done much over there to refute false 
accusations regarding the German crime at 
Jedwabne and the Communist involvement 
in the Kielce pogrom. 
    Shown with Prof. Nowak in the above 
photo are members of the Holocaust 
Documentation Committee who attended the 
October Polish American Heritage Month 
Banquet of the Polish American Congress in 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn. (From left): Paul Z. 
�:�R�V�� �Z�K�R�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V�� �<�D�G�� �9�D�V�K�H�P��
�0�H�G�D�O���D�V���D���³�5�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V���$�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´��
for rescuing 12 Jews from the Warsaw 
Ghetto while it was being liquidated in 
April, 1943. Mr.Wos is a survivor of the 
Flossenburg concentration camp; Michael 
Preisler; Michael Madejski who also is 
honored at Yad Vashem as a member of the 
�3�R�O�L�V�K�� �6�F�R�X�W�� �7�U�R�R�S�� �=�R���N�D�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �O�L�E�H�U�D�W�H�G��
350 Jews from a German concentration 
camp during the Warsaw Uprising of 
August, 1944; Prof. Nowak; Frank 
Milewski, president of the Downstate N.Y. 
Division of the Polish American Congress 
and Wanda Lorenc, survivor of 
Ravensbruck and Spandau concentration 
camps.   �– 
 

__________ 

New York, N.Y.  Executives at the Wall 
Street Journal Radio Network in New York 
City were convinced the best way to right a 
wrong is to do something right. That 
�³�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�����U�L�J�K�W�´���Z�D�V���W�R���S�X�E�O�L�F�O�\���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H��
the humanitarian ideals of Polish Catholics 
who saved the lives of Jews in the Holocaust 
and inviting them to tell their story on the 
air. 
   And just to drive home the point, they 
picked November 1st, All Saints Day in the 
Catholic calendar, as the most appropriate 
time to do it. 
   What was the wrong? It was a thoughtless 
and feeble attempt at a Polish joke by a 
careless Wall Street Journal Report 
announcer which the executives and the 
Polish American Congress agreed was a 
foolish and regrettable mistake.  
   The announcer followed his unfortunate 
remark with an on-air apology. Broadcast 
throughout the United States, the WSJ 
Report turned the spotlight on the three 
Polish Holocaust survivors shown above 
and let them tell about their experiences 
over the WSJ microphones. 
   And what a story they told. Paul Wos 
(left) described the way he and his parents 
helped twelve Jewish friends escape from 
the burning Warsaw Ghetto as the Germans 
were destroying it in April, 1943. Then they 
hid them away long enough to assure their 
survival. Considering the fact the Germans 
had an official order to kill any Pole helping 
a Jew, Israel awarded its Yad Vashem 
Medal to Mr. Wos and his parents 
�G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�P�� �³�5�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�� �$�P�R�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���´ 
   Michael Madejski (right), was a boy scout 
when Hitler invaded Poland. Under the 
circumstances, even scouts were willing to 
pick up a gun and defend their country. In 
the Warsaw Uprising of August, 1944, when 
the civilian Home Army (AK) was 
attempting to liberate the city from German 
occupation, Madejski and the other 
�P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �K�L�V�� �W�U�R�R�S���� �=�R���N�D�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R��
liberate a Nazi concentration camp holding 
350 Jewish prisoners and set them free. 
   �7�R�G�D�\���� �0�D�G�H�M�V�N�L�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�R�X�W�V�� �R�I�� �=�R���N�D��
�D�U�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �K�R�Q�R�U�H�G�� �D�W�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V�� �<�D�G�� �9�D�V�K�H�P��
�0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�� �D�V�� �³�5�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�´�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�L�V�� �X�Q�L�T�X�H��
display of selfless concern for their fellow 
man. 
   Michael Preisler (center), endured more 
than three years of misery and horrors as a 
�S�U�L�V�R�Q�H�U�� �R�I�� �+�L�W�O�H�U�¶�V�� �6�6�� �L�Q�� �$�X�V�F�K�Z�L�W�]���� �1�R�W��
only did he survive Auschwitz, he also 
�V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �³�'�H�D�W�K�� �0�D�U�F�K�´�� �R�X�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�U�H��
when the Germans started to move the 
prisoners out to Austria in 1945. 
   Nearly twenty years ago, he founded the 
Holocaust Documentation Committee of the 
Polish American Congress which he 
presently co-�F�K�D�L�U�V���� �� �+�L�V�� �R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �³�V�H�W��
�W�K�H�� �U�H�F�R�U�G�� �V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�´�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W�P�D�U�H�� �W�K�H��
people of Poland lived through after Hitler 
and his Nazis overran the country. 
   Preisler feels the Wall Street Journal 
Report did the right thing by allowing Mr. 
�:�R�V���� �0�U���� �0�D�G�H�M�V�N�L�� �D�Q�G�� �K�L�P�V�H�O�I�� �W�R�� �³�V�H�W�� �W�K�H��
�U�H�F�R�U�G�� �V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W���´�� �,�W�� �Z�D�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �L�G�H�D�� �W�R��
have the survivors tell their story 
specifically on All Saints Day which he 
�F�D�O�O�H�G�� �³�D�� �K�L�J�K-class act on the part of the 
�-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���5�H�S�R�U�W���´�������– 
 

__________ 

The Frustrating Quest 
for Holocaust Truth  
By: Frank Milewski 

N.Y. Comptroller 
Thompson marks Polish 
American Heritage 
Month at City Hall  
By: Frank Milewski  

When the Saints come 
marching in, look for 
these three to be in that 
number 
By: Frank Milewski  

professional achievements in the field of 
neurology and cerebral vascular diseases. 
She currently is head of the Neurology ICU 
at Winthrop University Hospital on Long 
Island. 
   �*�H�Q���� �.�R���F�L�X�V�]�N�R�� �F�D�P�H�� �W�R�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�� �W�R��
serve under the command of Gen. George 
�:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V�� �:�D�U�� �R�I��
Independence. His special engineering skills 
�Z�H�U�H�� �L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �$�U�P�\�¶�V��
victory over the British at Saratoga which 
�K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �U�H�F�R�U�G�V�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �³�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���´ 
   After the war and before he left the newly-
formed United States, Kosciuszko directed 
that all his estate he was leaving behind be 
used to purchase the freedom of African 
American slaves.  
   Ironically, he made his good friend and 
later president of the United States, Thomas 
Jefferson, executor of his will. Jefferson 
himself was a slaveholder and Kosciuszko 
apparently hoped Jefferson would get the 
message and start by granting freedom to 
the slaves he owned.   �– 


