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Dr. Szyrydski from 7

what would become of them. Would they be
sent to Siberia as slave labour for the camps,
or would they be taken from their cells in
the middle of the night and executed with a
bullet in the back of the neck?

Decades after the war, Dr. Sz@gEki
confided that he had triumphed over his
captors because God had come to him in aV
dr eam. After t hat h
l ook into my
fear. It made the cold nights in the prison
war mer . 0

To keep their spirits up, Dr. Szy#ki and
his friends recited as much Polish literature
as they could remember. They also managed
to read all of the many volumes of Marcel
Proustés €& |l a recher
They shared their meagre food and dreamed
of the day when they would be released and
reunited with their families.

In June, 1941, Germany invaded the
Soviet Union and finally the Kremlin
decided to release tens of thousands of
Poles, including Dr. Szy@gki. He joined
Polish forces under British command in Iraq
as a medical officer and spent the next five
years in Africa and the Middle East, treating
Polish orphans living in refugee camps.
When the war ended he was awarded
Pol andds Silver Cross

By that time, he was back in Irag working
at a military hospital near Baghdad. On the
staff were a number of Polish nurses, one of
whom caught his fancy. She was about 10
years younger than him and, to his eye, there
was something very appealing about her.

Her name was Jadwiga Szczebiot and he
set to thinking about how they could be
properly introduced. It was not long before
he had enlisted the help of a priest, who
invited the nurse to come by for tea. When
she arrived, she discovered the priest
already had another gueddr. Szyryd&kKi.

It wasnot l ong befo
between the two compatriots, far from home
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and facing an uncertain future. They traded A central figure in CanadiaRolish
stories and Jadwiga shared how, she, too,community relations, Dr. Szy€gki spent a
had been rounded up by the Soviets andlifetime contributing to his church. In 1969,
shipped to Siberia. He told her of his at his Ottawa home, he entertained an
experiences in Lubyanka Prison, and of obscure Polish cardinal called Karol
being sent to Moscow on a train full of Wojtyla, who later became Pope John Paul
political prisoners. To their astonishment, Il. The two hit it off and corresponded over
they realized they had met before. Jadwigat he vyear s, meeting
was the Girl Guide who had fetched the religion was deep inside, he never talked

Wafer g it,o said his
ty%ars édger sgv n years S‘teﬁ. ﬁt]rey u n t ed.

unknowmgly me amld t uman V|ctor Szyrynski

flotsam and jetsam of a world warthe = vjcior Szyry@®ki was born Oct. 10, 1913,

couple were married in Jerusalem on April i, st petersburg, Russia. He died of natura
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Baghdgd . E‘eﬁ s WBZr 8l &cnristina® " Sebabtlef 2 GiAcait - anW

wal d " by the '

weént swimming, - w MVET  Alexandre, and greajranddaughter Rose.
together. o

After Jerusalem, they emigrated to Britain,
where Dr. Szyr@ski completed
postgraduate studies. They arrived in
Canada in 1948. After completing his
doctorate in psychology at the University of
Ottawa, he taught psychiatry. He also
specialized in neurology and psychotherapy.
In 1964, he was named head of the
psychiatry department at Ottawa General
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Pope John Paul Il

Polish Center
3999 Rose Drive,
Yorba Linda, CA 92886

Mass Schedule:
< o o Satiday 4:00 PM ENG
F"d'S3unday7:00 AM Tridentine
9:00 AM ENG 10:30 AM PL

Consulate General
Republic of Poland in Los Angeles
website:www.PolishConsulateLA.com
(310) 442-8500

Consul General

Pau,|l na IrP

emarlemalhnq P%?@sconsu lla. org

wi fCulture, $dience Educationg e e g
Public Affairs

Consul Jakub Zaborowski ext. 108
e-mail: culture@consulplla.org

Administration and Finances
sConsul Ma § g @ext. AG4t185
e-mail: admin@consulplla.org

e Passports/Visas/Citizenship Section
Consul Marzena Gronostajska

ext. 103, 106

e-mail: visapascit@consulplla.org

Legal Affairs/Consular Protection
Consul Dariusz Dobrowolski ext. 102,
e-mail: legal@consulplla.org

Economic and Trade Division
Vice-Cons ul Mi chag
ext. 114
e-mail: wehla@consulplla.org
fax: (310) 4428526
website: www.pan.net/tradeconsul

Receptionist X 115
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preventative psychiatry and the team mental  Tyesday- Friday 8:30AM ENG.

heal th approach. nHe
for prompt recognition and assistance of
mental health problems by -@peration
among family, community, professional and
religious services, 0
Christina Stachulak.

The author of more than 70 articles, he
was a fastidious man who expected high
standards among his peers. Over the cours
of his career, he was awarded many
2 ours, ngrg%r}g feéowsg ps |nuth

ollege © ysicians, anada an
American Psychiatric Association.
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8:30 AM Eng 7:30 PM. PL
First Saturday of month

sai d8BGamENGnddau
Director: Rev. George P. Blais
Assisting: Rev. Henry Noga SVI

714996-8161 office
714996-8130 Fr. George P. Bla
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www.polishcenter.org
office@polishcenter.org
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onlish Women’s Alliance

Out of state members

'*WWE NEED YOU

Helen Simmons
National Director

Tel: (818) 360-7707
Fax: (818) 366-5083
e-mail: nickoush@aol.com

Hollday Greetings and Best Wishes

from the

Pope John Paul Polish Center Yorba Linda,, CA'!
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