News of Polonia Pasadena, California January 2008 Page 7

PO”Sh Citizenshi millionaire investor can expect preferential building. Policemen pulled Jewish victims  In 1918, many Polish Jews were unhappy
p treatment when applying for citizenship. On from the building and handed them overto DERXW 3RODQGYfV UHJIDLQ
for Pol-Ams? the other hand, Polish officials maintain that WKH FURZG RXWVLGH ~ :KHppefdriNg © W irDsCRDssRgrHEgrman

Bv: Robert Strvbel every application, not only the VIP ones, is 40 Jews and two Poles were dead, 17 ofruled state, and welcomed the Bolshevik
y- ~ober ryne treated individually, since so many different them of gunshot wounds, the rest from hordes invading Poland in 1920. During the
Our Warsaw Correspondent factors may enter into the picture. blows to the head. interwar period, Jews were seen as
WARSAW #Now that Poland is no longer a  One PolAm who has successfully 7KH PDLQ WKHVLV RI *URmMohhpdiznB Nthe) XI€pe! Bnd  medical
communist country or Soviet satellite navigated all the red tape (and applying for IROOR ZV-Semir\V las a general professions as well as the entertainment
behind the Iron Curtain, it appears a citizenship does entail gathering documents phenomenon in Christian Europe, was an industry and using unscrupulous practices
growing number of Polish Americans are and considerable paperwork!) is John integral part of Polish Catholicism in the to drive many an ethnic Pole out of
becoming interested in or at least curious Blacha of Waterford, Michigan, and ILUVW KDOI RI WKH W Kbuses®. Wi Whecillegak @k&ord War 11
about Polish citizenship. Some are interested Rajbrot, Polanda town near the southern participation of Catholic Poles in the | Communist Party of Poland was largely
in dual citizenship for patriotic or family FLW\ Rl 7DUQyZ 7WebHdWwRIQ Roer&BUMON and murder of their Jewish led by Jewish subversives in the service of
UHDVRQV 3,1 ,fP D SURXG lI30¥§, lh¥ s rbderidd) o Faln&@ive Pole and fellow-citizens was a phenomenon Stalin.
WKHQ ZK\ VKRXOGQTW P\ hat\Wdeird @ Wik Bxpydied MsXapplicaton ZLGHVSUHDG WKURXJKRXW WikeH Jétl@ahhe UgdgoR XaQduiled after
UHIOHFW ERWK HOHPHQWYV pdrdceRs. THe WQn&d thé\ipaRiend KaslY they The Polishborn sociologist tries to back nearly two years of Soviet occupation
be one way of expressing such sentiments.should expect the entire process to take oneup such sweeping generalizations by (19391941) during which many Jews were
There might also be highly personal reasons: to two years to complete. selectively compiling examples that willing soviet collaborators who openly
30\ ODWH GDG D SRVWZDThe blreal2r@ti¢ assle has vexed Peterdemonize the Polish people. One Polish persecuted their Polish neighbors. Self
dreamed of returning to Poland with his Ostrowski of Palm Beach, Florida, who has historian has noted that the book contains style JewishOHG 3ZRUNHUVY PLOI
family but did not live to see Poland regain been teaching English in Warsaw. He has hundreds of statements and generalizationsfire on Polish soldiers and fingered Polish
its freedom in 1989. My getting Polish paid numerous visits to the immigration Vvilifying Poland and Poles, but only four patriots to the NKVD. In postvar Soviet
citizenship would have made him very RIILFH LQ :DUVDZTV '4XJD 6QWWHHHW. YBIW WHKRDHGNEYH DERX&upi¢iZ VPolabdR vV V¥dqws were
KDSS\ of Old Town), but each time he is told his JHQHUDOL]DWLRQ DO OHJL QdispvépoRictatel 20Vertdpiesented id Qhe
Others are guided by more practical application has yet to be processed yet andvictimized by their Polish neighbors for communist secret police who imprisoned,
concerns. That could involve buying real simply must wait his turn. Ostrowski first FHQWXULHV™ ULQJV IDOVH togturéd &hd kiRed WRakekl whbge \WnAEKrBew
estate in Poland, receiving a property submitted his application in spring 2007. at one time foufifths of world Jewry lived  was want their country to be free.
inheritance or reclaiming land that once David Piekarczyk and his wife Joan had in the sprawling PolisiLithuanian Considerable evidence suggest the Kielce
belonged to their ancestors. Others hope toplanned to retire in Poland for some time, Commonwealth. They settled there becauseincident had been a Sowvietchestrated
retire in Poland, where a Social Security DQG DUULYHG LQ WKH ZHVW proviged & WidreRHospiRab(@ @nviko@ment provocation to take the heat off the Warsaw
check goes farther than in America, August 2007 on the basis of a permanentthan the countries from which they had fled. regime which had been criticized in the
although only a permanent residence card, residence card. The Piekarczyks both enjoy Polish kings and princes granted Jews Free World for its rigged referendum four
not Polish citizenship, is required. But for traveling and are happy that Poland is an special privileges such as trading rights and days earlier. But Gross conveniently
those PolAms interested in setting up a easy drive to many of the places in Europe judicial autonomy, and it was on Polish glosses over or ignores anything that
business or making investments not only in they hope to visit. Dave has been hunting up territory that Jews developed their most reveals widespread Jewish collaboration
Poland, but throughout the Zpuntry long-lost relations and wants to draw up his vibrant and flourishing religious and cultural with the Soviets. Instead he prefers to
European Union, being a Polish citizen does family tree. He is considering applying for heritage. pander to existing Jewidteld stereotypes
make all the difference. It enables a person Polish citizenship which he feels will make  Naturally there had to be some friction including the allegation that Poles are
to travel freely from country to country and it easier to buy real estate and transact otherwhich nearly always occurs when two intrinsically evil, while Jews are always
stay or live in any of them as long as he/she business. A blovby-blow account of the completely different cultures come into victims, never villains.
likes without worrying about visas. BLHNDUF]J\NVYT RG\VVH\ LV |BaX@G BRIQhaMkoAdsne hdrrésentment But there is an indisputable logic in his
$OWKRXIK 3Rest® eiket UsH Dhilp://davidpolanddavid.blogspot.com. they generated worked both ways. At approach. The Jewishmerican reading
gradually cooling down somewhat, in recent  Anyone interested in more information on various times, Jews and Poles were bothpublic and preSemitic liberal intellectuals
\HDUV LW ZDV DPRQJ (XURPSIHN YV citizeishvg H ¥ill/orD QErmanent victims and victimizers. The pogroms of constitute a far more lucrative market than
annual returns of 100 percent or more were residence in Poland should contact their Jews in Russianccupied 19tkcentury Polonia. It was therefore a far better career

not uncommon. PeAms having Polish  nearest Polish General Consulate: Poland have been widely publicized, but PRYH RQ *URVVY SDUW WR
citizenship and some spare capital to invest Consular Division, Polish Embassy why is so little known about the Jews who LQ $PHULFD" DQG IROORZ
ZHUH DEOH WR PDNH D UHZ2 Whomih@Avenle NVQ. ODQG turned Polish 19tltentury freedorfighters Polish version. The latter will surely
and condo sales. Washington, D.C. 20068992 insurrectionists over to the Russian antagonize Poles and strain Polidwish

It took Polishborn Tom Surmiak of phone: (202) 238800; occupation forces? Jewish innkeepers wererelations, although the profits it produces
Frisco, Texas, only about five months to get www.polandembassy.org known to gave peasants drinks on credit to will undoubtedly be far more modest-
a Polish passport. He had come to the US ine-mail: polconsul.dc@verizon.net get them hooked, and Jewish bankers
1981 and became an American citizen in ~onsulate General of Poland granted generous loans on usurious terms to
1988. He never lost his Polish citizenship 233 Madison Avenue Polish noblemen and then claimed their
and decided to apply for a Polish passport York, New York 10016 property for norpayment.

after Poland joined the European Union. phone: (646) 232100
*:KHQ , WUDYHO WR (XURgH G E9231?—‘k2§0\!§LQHVV
several times a year, | avoid standing in line www.polandconsulateny.com
for nonEuropean Union passport control o ... kgrpny@aol.com

and with my Polish passport save 10

PLQXWHV RU PRUH HDFK Copsuaie Gengrgl of pland
explained. 82(_) N. Orle_an_s Street, suite 335

Any foreigner, regardless of nationality, Chicago, lllinois 60610
may apply for Polish citizenship, but having Phone: (312) 338166
Polish ancestral roots is an added advantagd@x: (312) 3377841 ,
that can speed up the process. In fact, someVWw-polishconsulatechicago.org -
PolAms are already Polish citizens without &Mmail: polcon@polishconsulatechicago
knowing it, even if they were born in the Consulate General of Poland
US, Canada, Bolivia or Timbuctoo. Under 12400 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 555
Polish law, having one parent or Los Angeles, California 90025
grandparent or two Polighorn great phone: (310) 4438500
grandparents who had at one time had heldfax: (310) 4428515
Polish citizenship and never formally www.polishconsulatela.com
renounced it makes one a Polish citizenship. e mail: consulplla@consulplia.org—
In such cases, the person needs only apply
for confirmation of their Polish citizenship.
However the ancestor must have been born
after 1918, because Poles born prior to then
were officially citizens of Russia, Prussia or Strybel- Fear in Poland from 6
Austria.

Normally, five years of residency in
Poland is required to get Polish citizenship,

but that period can be shortened to threethat eightyearold Henio (Henryk)
years by marrying a Polish national " g
(citizen). However there are exceptions. %aDV]F]\N KDG EHHQ NLGQDSSHG E\ -HZV IRU
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particularly justified cases, citizenship may ¢ hé: v G %I? h%{\'/ L\é QkN Q de R ZKHWKHU +HQLRTV
be granted to a foreigner even if he has not ather, — an I? conholic shoema erh daph
IXOILOOHG WKH DERYH U%ﬁ@“%‘ﬂ'ﬁWﬁﬁ Ripymer. hag gogghed the

: ; C and, If so, at Whose behest.
applies to both a foreigner living in Poland ' ' . .
less than the required five or (in the case of Worq of the aIIegeq Jewllsh.abducuon of a
one matrried to a Pole) three years, as well aSCathollc boy spread like wildfire, and soon a
one living abroad ' sizable crowd had assembled outside 3

The law does not spell out those building housing the Jewish Relief
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years ago Emmanuel Olisadebe, a Nigerian this day neone knows who fired . and
born Black, received fastack citizenship more shooting would follow. According to a
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Michael Schudrich, a New York Jew, got | tcedan(;i mi lﬁlry vtvh redp?t t():iisciplint?]d.
Polish citizenship a year after being nstead ‘ot quelling the disturbance, they

appointed Chief Rabbi of Poland. It is mlngled with ~and succymbed o the
obvious that an internationally renowned influence o_f_the crowd. Poh_cemen, together
cultural personality, inventor or mult with the military were the first to enter the

pogrom after the war.
The Kielce killings occurred after
someone began spreading the false rumof




