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Mówimy Po Polsku 

discredit me, but I have not hidden the view 

that since the beginning of the 1990s, 

Poland’s successes in Europe were made 

possible, among other reasons, thanks to 

good cooperation with Germany. Poland’s 

position in Europe and with other partners 

like the United States and Russia to a large 

extent depends on our relations with 

Germany. The better Polish-German ties, 

the stronger and better Poland’s position 

with other countries. I have tough and 

determined views on issues like land claims 

by some German groups and ideas like the 

centre for the expelled. There is no 

possibility that, because of a change in 

government, Poland’s views will change on 

such issues, to which I would add the Baltic 

pipeline. But as in other areas, you have to 

be able to find a path to resolving these 

issues. 

FT: How do you see relations with the 

president? 

DT: The government and the prime minister 

conduct foreign policy. The president 

represents Poland abroad. I am convinced 

there will be no lack of good will on the part 

of President Lech Kaczyński, despite the 

fact we are from competing political camps. 

FT: How do you see the US missile defence 

shield and the mission in Iraq? Is Poland 

distancing itself from the US? 

DT: I strongly believe in the Euro-Atlantic 

alliance. I think all efforts on the part of the 

European Union to distance itself from the 

United States are dangerous. We have very 

carefully thought over the sense of 

extending the Polish mission in Iraq, 

because we have stayed longer than we 

promised. I hope our decision is completely 

understood and that is not seen as a 

distancing from the United States or an 

effort to correct Polish –American relations. 

There is never an easy time for such a 

decision, but we are hoping that it in no way 

affects our relations and on the readiness of 

Poland to support the mission in 

Afghanistan. 

FT: How will Poland develop its relations 

with Russia at a time when relations 

between Moscow and the west in general 

are going through a difficult time? 

DT: Certain European countries have 

expressed concern about certain events. I 

heard with great concern about the arrest of 

Garry Kasparov. This is a situation which 

makes me very uneasy. But this doesn’t 

change the fact that relations between 

Poland and Russia should not be worse than 

relations between Russia and other 

European partners. Certainly Poland’s 

relations with Russia should be no worse 

than German-Russian relations. There’s no 

reason why relations between Moscow and 

Warsaw should not return to normal. This is 

a very important goal. Of course, Poland has 

its geographical position on the Vistula and 

lies between Germany and Russia. This was 

so in the past and it will be so in the future. 

This is the basic paradigm for Polish foreign 

policy. We suffered because of it through 

wars, including in the past century. We have 

improved our position by joining the 

European Union and Nato. In some ways 

our position is less of a curse than it was in 

the past. My dream is that Poland should be 

a safe country and that we should turn our 

geographical position into an asset and not a 

curse. Poland can develop positive relations 

among countries in central and eastern 

Europe and we have a good opportunity to 

do this, for example in regard to Ukraine. 

We must support the enlargement of the 

European Union and the enlargement of the 

region where western standards begin to 

operate. 

FT: What was your gesture towards Russia? 

DT: It was to drop our opposition to 

Russia’s bid to open talks about OECD.   ❒ 

Polish PM Promises from 8 
 

ownership, because it is by definition 

beyond government control. We want to be 

an alternative to that type of thinking. While 

deregulating, we will try not just to modify 

laws, but to free areas of economic activity 

from any regulation or legal restriction, for 

example public private partnerships. We 

hold that the goal of our actions is to limit 

the presence of the state in the economy. 

FT: What are the specifics of privatisation 

and why are companies like KGHM, the 

copper mining company, not being sold? 

DT: Companies like KGHM are important 

to the state because their continued 

functioning is vital to a huge group of 

people in specific parts of the country. That 

is why even if the fears of the unions and the 

locals are over-stated, I don’t think we can 

reject them as irrelevant. I am very 

interested that the Polish economy be based 

on rationality, but I do understand that while 

moving in that direction we have to gain the 

acceptance of those who feel endangered. A 

key for Poland is to maintain a long-term 

social agreement on a market economy and 

private property. Many ambitious projects 

have fallen through because someone 

thought it was important to demonstrate 

their views without the ability to hold power 

for long enough for these views to become 

the accepted norm. A lot of attention is 

being paid to strategic companies, but we 

have an enormous distance to make up, and 

we are talking about more than a thousand 

companies with state ownership that are 

waiting to be privatised. There, where there 

is no conflict, we will move very quickly. 

Where there is a conflict we will consult 

with our partners to persuade them to the 

market, competitiveness and to the 

superiority of the private ownership over 

government ownership. 

FT: There are sectors in Poland, like 

construction, where there is a lack of labour. 

As a liberal do you see a solution in opening 

Poland’s borders to wage migration? 

DT: We are entering the Schengen zone in a 

few days, and if workers entering the 

European Union are looking for a place to 

make as much money as possible, Poland is 

not that place. However we would like to 

attract graduates from neighbouring 

countries to Poland. The lack of labour in 

Poland is a problem in some industries. But 

I also want to look at it from the view of 

wage earners. Salaries are growing steeply, 

which limits the problem. What we need in 

the first place is higher participation in the 

labour force. We have one of the lowest in 

Europe. But it is also important for people to 

enjoy the fruits of economic growth. I feel 

liberal economic views do not rule out the 

commonsense view that people only have 

one life, and we have to find a common path 

where wage earners finally recognize the 

need to create good conditions for 

entrepreneurs and they in turn recognize the 

expectation of people who want to earn. 

Market forces dictate that these people will 

leave Poland unless we find a way to level 

the benefits of economic growth. 

FT: Will your government’s foreign policy 

be different in form or in substance? 

DT: I was critical of some of the foreign 

policy approaches of my predecessors. But 

the challenges Poland faces are fairly 

constant. Just because the government has 

changed doesn’t mean the issues have 

changed. But you can change the language 

and the way of resolving these issues. I see 

politics as the art of avoiding conflicts, not 

generating conflicts. But I am not naïve and 

I do understand there are areas of difference 

which will not disappear because of greater 

empathy; but if you have greater empathy it 

is easier to reach an agreement. With 

regards to the European Union, I feel an 

excess of emotion in the conduct of foreign 

policy hurt Poland and because of that, 

moderate Polish expectations in various 

negotiations within the European Union 

created the incorrect opinion that Poland 

was the most difficult of partners. I don’t 

want to inflate anyone’s expectations that 

Poland will suddenly become a problem-

free member, of course not. We have lasting 

interests and we will pursue them, but it is 

very important to rebuild the sense that 

Poland is a predictable partner. 

FT: And Germany? 

DT: I am seen by political opponents as a 

pro-German politician. That is supposed to 

PAC in DC from 10 

noted Polish priest that he views as a 

political opponent;  

   The unexplained removal of Poland's 

largest-circulation Catholic daily from the 

newspapers offered to passengers on 

Poland’s national airline.  

   In light of the above, we urge both Polish 

Prime Minister Donald Tusk and Polish 

President Lech Kaczyński to investigate 

immediately these events and to ensure that 

Poland's hard-won freedom will not be 

undermined. In particular, funding to KUL 

and other institutions of higher learning 

needs to be restored, harassment of the 

media and journalists ended, and attempts to 

minimize the crimes of communism 

stopped. Polish freedom, a long-term 

accomplishment for all Poles, is too 

valuable to be diluted or squandered for 

short-sighted, temporary political purposes.  

For information, contact: 

Thaddeus Mirecki,  

pacwashmetro@pacwashmetrodiv.org 

 

__________ 

U.S. Missile Defense from 9 
 

   Sikorski said in Washington on Friday that 

the two sides had agreed in principle on the 

plan to deploy U.S. missile defense elements 

after he had received assurances that the 

United States would help Poland strengthen 

its short- to medium-range air defenses. The 

two sides did not elaborate on the terms of 

their agreement, and it remained unclear 

whether the United States had made specific 

promises to provide air defense systems. 

   Moscow, which has fiercely opposed U.S. 

plans to deploy 10 missile interceptors in 

Poland and a radar in the Czech Republic, 

apparently hoped that new Polish Prime 

Minister Donald Tusk could change course 

on the issue. 

   Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk is set 

to visit Moscow on Friday. His EU-friendly 

Civic Platform party defeated the nationalist 

Law and Justice Party in October elections, 

pledged to improve relations with Moscow. 

He has decided to pull Polish soldiers back 

from Iraq and promised to conduct 

consultations on a U.S. missile defense base 

in Poland with NATO and other neighboring 

countries including Russia.   ❒ 

 

__________ 


