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Strybel - John Paul from 1

known as the swimming and skiing pope,
who loved children and peppered his
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Eulogy for Dr. Wilk from 14 Dr Stanisgaw Toc Zglogy forrDr.r&tah Toczek

Uncle Stefan decided to follow a proverb Institute, the position of Chief Medical By way of introduction, | am Herbert
of Francis Bacon: i | OffficertirhNeurosucgennat @ C. Generab amd Manz, a retired Neuropathologist.
come to Mahomet, Mahomet must come to at Georgetown University Hospital as Georgetown University Medical Center Sermons with light-hearted humor.
the mountain. o And sGlinicAlr .Assoiciatfea iProVéissoin  a RGuited me in 1974 to work with the But although he was mourned and
his Wife Wanda got into their car and drove Neurosurgery, where he remained until his Depts. of Pathology and Neurology and the continues to be remembered around the
down the hildl t o vi s retirement. He waé atso a conseltant forehe ;b %ftl\neurosurgery in Washington, DC. globe, nowhere does his memory inspire
had more pressing concerns than spendingNational Institute of Health. That is when Dr. Toczek, by then already a love and devotion than in his native land and
an afternoon with me. Many things were He belonged to several professional and respected senior member of Neurosurgery, Thby extensioniacross the Polish Diaspora.
said that day, the most important of which sdentific societies. His crowning came to my attention. Part of my Across Poland anniversary masses, prayer
was fAGet going Konr adchiévenfentd was o cettificadiond by the responsibility was attending Grand Rounds vigils, concerts and exhibitions were held to

Uncle Stefan gave me the guidance, the American Board of Neurological Surgery of ihe neurosurgeons at Georgetown. Dr. honor Pol andds fav
motivation and the help | needed to get up and becoming a Fellowof the American  Tgczek was commonly asked his opinion death three years ago brought to an end one
and go. He took his responsibility as an College of Surgeons. about managing a particular neurosurgical © Christendombds |
Uncle seriously. He asked questions and In spite of all these impressive (55 ¢ because of Dronl¥ocbtBpoassSt
offered advice. He was from another achievements, he remained a persof experience and vast knowledge. Coneaguestelevision network TVP, ut also
generation, in fact two generations removed extreme modesty. He was deeply religious, 54 former residents would also comment commercial — channels provided blanket
from me, but everything he said, all his and a strong believer in traditional family gpqut unique aspects or new approaches DrS0Verage of the life and work of John Paul
observations and his genuine interest in my values. Toczek had pioneered. He was a brilliant, I1. His pilgrimages to his native land were
progress, my ambitions, my hopes, Compassionate and generous, he always haq,ery wise, very humble, and very recalled, portions of his sermons were
aspirations, his focus on my destiny, was time for those who sought his good counsel. experienceeNeurosurgeon. While  Dr. rebroadcast and people who knew him
straight from the heart. He knew firsthand what hardship is and he 19026k was on the Clinical Faculty at S hared their i

I am proud to share the same last nameknew what it means to be hungry and Georgetown University Hospital, he had a viewing audience.
with a man so carrying and so devoid of destitute. He loved this country major appointment at DC General Hospital. People prayed and lit votive lamps in
ulterior motives. | cannot say, that | mourn which offered him so much, but his The location of DC General is right next towns and villages across the country, but
him as much as Diane mourns her father, orheart belonged to Poland and the yoor to the DC Jail and DC Medical €sPecially turned out in force in localities
as much as his wife Wanda mourns him, but beautiful rolling hills and valleys of his £y 3 mi ner 6s mor gue an ¢Josely %fsgcgtgd with his Iifeard pagtgral
I can say that | feel truly blessed, for most childhood. He had a deep sense of gt dangerous locations in Washington. ministry. Crowds jammed the square of his
people have only two grandfathers and I, community participatiomnd and belonged pgecause of the many criminally assaulted birthplace of Wadowice, and young people
because of Uncle Stefan had three, he wasto and supported almost every Polish patients admitted to the DC General 9 athered beneath t
my third grandfather, and that is whom | am American organizationin the Washington Hospital, Dr. Toczek gained invaluable Epi scopal Pal ace
mourning today. metropolitan area. However, the John Paul experience, developed a weltserved lodgings during papal pilgrimages to

The Wil k f amortung Fared t 1l doundationfihad a special place in his reputation as a superb Neurosurgeon angPol anddés ol d royal
Fortibusd i Destiny Favors the Braveit is heart. When in the third yeaof Pope friend of the Black community. Thus, he to this collective outpouring of devotion
written on theGozdawashield which is our JohnPaul 6s historical Bo rFaFeIiy fid %Iénbe? fron® Ynke 1dd4 Ithan a desire to honor a beloved native son
ancestral coat of Arms. For Uncle Stefan, it Father by personal decree called to life the oiminals “and gangs in that district. combined with a kind of nostalgia trip?
was excellence born of safolution. The  John Paul Il Foundation, Stan was among However, most unfortunately, some of his Contrary to predictions that after
kind of evolution that the French moral the first to respond. The idea of the i sted office staff embezzled untold €mbracing capitalism, Poland would turn its
philosopher Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, Foundation was conceived by the Holy 5mounts of patient fees for his medical and back on religion the way Spain has done,
called AThe Futur e oFathédandis Bis personal areation. i s UrGical care. that has not occurred. Church attendance
smith of his own destiny. | learned from St ani sgaw Toczek hasgokMe Pt addcdgksEolr friéanhi;S‘thF? and religious vocations have decreased only
Uncle Stefan that | need not only rely on himself the burden of the Presidency of our e Toczek family has only grown stronger, S! 1 ght 1y, and
chance, | have a measure of control over my Friends Chapter of the Foundation and ;5 \we came to know one another and ourloWwest divorce rates i tendencies many
own life, as he did, if | merely learn from helped make it a purposeful and successfulp 3 c k gr ounds better.
him the most important lesson he could organization. early adulthood in Nazbccupied Poland overwhelming influence. An overwhelming
impart: Destiny Favors the Disciplined. In January 2000, on a cold and icy street, a5 dangerous, fraught with life threatening M@ Jj or i ty of Pol es

Dr . Stef an Wi | k a n aswe dreve toGhe d@spitaB leisacar egan tOgjtuations: and scant food. During the ban on homosexual marriage. In a recent
question ido you wa rslip, apce t@ caeoid aittirdy same icleldren 0 j  ssian occupation and Communist regime, poll conducted by Warsaw University
with a resounding no. For though he has left playing in the street, he was able to swerve pis |ife was equally threatened, until he sociologists, 79 percent of the Poles
us! For though he has died! His impact the car and was stopped by a tree. To his.q,d at last pursue his medical studies. His surveyed insisted they were guided by John
remains! He touched so many lives, that his relief, no one was hurt but himself. After a neurosurgical training was rigorous and Paul 6s teachings,
name will endure, not out of vanity but out prolonged recovery, he realized that he demanding, yet adversity only strengthened pontificate had changed their lives.
of the well justified attributes he so would no longer be able to continue his pis resolve to succeed. As a Foreign Medical On specific moral issues, 71 opposed
exemplified T goodness, excellence and practice and he reluctantly retired. He and ggquate in the USA, Dr. Toczek had to euthanasia and 68 percent were against
virtue, or in one word: Areté. Ariadne moved to Glendale, California to be prove his skill, knowledge, and competence, abortion, but only 27 percent were totally
chse to their daughlter, Dr. Mqria Toczek, pefore being accepted as amore than opposed to contraception. And 68 percent
their ~son Andrzej, his wife Amy, qualified practitioner of scientific and caring 41 d not —accept the
granddaughter Gabrielle Maria, and neurosurgery. capital punishment. But more than 80
grandson Nicholas Stapggk Sy felt-honor to pay tribute to any percent believe the anniversary of John

He was the epitome of what is special pijiant and highly talented colleague, Dr. Paul 6s death (Apri
about Poles a truly Renaissance Man. His Toczek, and to express my gratitude to our annually, and as many as 47 percent want it
family and friends will miss him greatly and gracious God for letting me be a friend to to become a legal national holiday.

Kl - Being an expert at solo viola all who knew him feel privileged to have ihis gentleman and to his family. Alvina,

performance, what if anything have you known —him. fAspij ka9 shd |ove §ducd8:P Krifldne and
done to get the music you want to perform? g r o b i e . Ni ech S i € Maffa® lafdK BxpresB ofrY sbRtdw and

For example, have you had to convert musict obi e. 6 (Words from Bondbichtek. salso, I\{Ud)llOliJ nfdfeY A0 9 nekds
initially written for instruments to the viola Sl eep i n a dark tombypB¥ anl Nitk§ids.d- May y'o
or have you had to write your own pieces? dream of Pol and. 0)

Inglis interviews Kosmala from 4

With regard to contemporary music, many
more pieces are being written for the viola.
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According to the Treaty of Lisbon, the

JK - Since the viola repertoire is rather
limited except for the contemporary music, |
have to look for the music written for other

string instruments and if possible adapt them
for viola. It takes a great deal of experience
and knowhow to make those adaptations
sound like they were written especially for
the viola. There are many transcriptions
available on the market today, but
unfortunately most of them are not suitable
to be called truly viola pieces written for

viola. In addition to the music | have

The family has asked that in lieu of
flowers, donations be sent to:
Friends of John Paul Il Foundation
c/o Mary Flanagan
1721 Forest Lane
McLean,Va. 22011
Or
Committee for the Blind of Poland
P.O. Box 412
Gracie Station, NY 10028
(Please write LASKI othe memo line.Y

Please send news and
updates about your
Polish Organization to the

News of Polonia

polishnews@earthlink.net

adapted for viola on my own and performed
in public, | also published numerous of my
transcriptions and adaptation through thej
Polish Music Publishers which are available
for purchase.

KI - Over the course of your career, have
you noticed any changes in how the viola is
performed?

JK - Since the high demands and
expectations placed on the viola as a solq
instrument are constantly increasing, the|
viola technique had to develop accordingly
and nowadays there is practically no
difference in technical abilities between

violinists and violists, except perhaps for
some virtuoso pieces written specifically for
the violin and sounding the best just on the|
violin.

Kimberly Inglis is a student at Corona Del

Mar High School. This is part of her Senior

Project @
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right to marry is recognized and respected
according to the national law governing the
exercise of this right. Polish law states that
the marriage is a legal relationship between
a woman and a man, so the turmoil about
the European law affecting the change of
Polish national law seems to be groundless.

I hope this would give you a small insight
in what it means for Poland to be a part of
the European Union. | believe you would
also become more interested in the matter. It
is a very important aspect of the Polish
affairs at the moment, and so it is quite
crucial that the society would immerse in it
more closely.
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