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Polish American Congress 
Of Southern California  

 

Invites you to attend our meeting 
Sunday, May 18    -    12:30 P.M. 

 

Pope John Paul II Center 

3999 Rose Drive   -   Yorba Linda  
 

Non-members of the 

Polish American Congress 

are welcome to attend our meetings 

to see the many projects we have achieved 

and are working on for Polonia. 
 

Information: (626) 577-9797 

   New York State Assemblyman William Scarborough (2nd from right) hosted a delegation 
from the Downstate N.Y. Division of the Polish American Congress at an event honoring him 
�D�W���$�Q�W�X�Q�¶�V���R�I���6�S�U�L�Q�J�I�L�H�O�G���*�D�U�G�H�Q�V�����1���<�� 
   Shown with Assemblyman Scarborough are PAC officers (from left): Vincent Brunhard, Jr., 
�(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���9�L�F�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�����&�K�U�L�V���5�\�E�N�L�H�Z�L�F�]�����9�L�F�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�����5�L�F�K�D�U�G���%�U�]�R�*�R�Z�V�N�L�����6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\����
Frank Milewski, President; Assemblyman Scarborough and Chet Szarejko, Chairman of the 
�3�$�&�¶�V���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���$�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� 
   Mr. Szarejko holds a copy of a proposed curriculum guide the Congress hopes can be 
utilized by the secondary schools of New York State.  It features the contributions of General 
�7�K�D�G�G�H�X�V���.�R���F�L�X�V�]�N�R�����W�K�H���3�R�O�L�V�K���K�H�U�R���Z�K�R���I�R�X�J�K�W���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���:�D�U���R�I���,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H������ 
   �0�D�Q�\�� �R�I�� �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �.�R���F�L�X�V�]�N�R�¶�V�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�H�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� �1�H�Z�� �<�R�U�N�� �6�W�D�W�H���� �+�L�V��
engineering skills were instrumental in the victory of the Colonial Army over the British at the 
�%�D�W�W�O�H�� �R�I�� �6�D�U�D�W�R�J�D�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �Z�D�V�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �Ä�W�K�H�� �W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��
�5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���´���+�L�V���I�R�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���:�H�V�W���3�R�L�Q�W���Z�D�V���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���K�L�V���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���J�H�Q�L�X�V���������– 
 

__________ 

   On Wednesday, March 5, 2008, a commemorative 
�S�L�H�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�6�6�� �&�D�V�L�P�L�U�� �3�X�á�D�V�N�L�� �6�X�E�P�D�U�L�Q�H�� �Z�D�V��
presented to the Polish American Cultural Center 
Museum at 308 Walnut Street in historic Philadelphia by 
Mr. John James, Executive Director of Logistics and 
Industrial Operations of the Naval Sea Systems 
�&�R�P�P�D�Q�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �1�D�Y�\���� �7�K�H�� �8�6�6�� �3�X�á�D�V�N�L��
was a nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine, 
launched by the Navy on February 1, 1964. It was 
decommissioned on March 7, 1994. The commemorative 
event also  marked the birthday of Revolutionary War 
�K�H�U�R���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���&�D�V�L�P�L�U���3�X�á�D�V�N�L�����E�R�U�Q���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K�����������������D�Q�G��

recognized the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the first Polish settlers in America in 
Jamestown, Virginia. 
   The program, attended by over 100 guests, began at 6 P.M. with words of welcome by 
Michael Blichasz, President of the Polish American Cultural Center Museum. After the 
University of Pennsylvania Naval ROTC Color Guard posted the Colors, Maria Koleda sang 
the national anthems of Poland and the United States, with musical accompaniment by Henry 
�&�L�H�S�O�L���V�N�L���� �)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�Y�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �E�\�� �)�U���� �.�U�]�\�V�]�W�R�I�� �0�H�Q�G�H�O�H�Z�V�N�L���� �3�D�V�W�R�U�� �R�I�� �6�W���� �9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�¶��
Church, Captain David McGuigan introduced the guests of honor and delivered a presentation 
�D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���8�6�6���3�X�á�D�V�N�L�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�G���E�\���D���V�O�L�G�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���V�X�E�P�D�U�L�Q�H���D�Q�G��
its crew over the years. 
    �6�W�H�S�K�H�Q�� �3�D�V�W�L�Y�D���� �D�� �F�U�H�Z�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�6�6�� �3�X�á�D�V�N�L�� �I�U�R�P�� ���������� �W�R�� ������������ �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G�� �D�Q��
eloquent presentation about his personal experience on the submarine. Mr. Pastiva attended the 
commissioning ceremonies and launching, participated in various construction phases, and 
�P�D�G�H���Q�L�Q�H���W�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���S�D�W�U�R�O�V���R�Q���W�K�H���8�6�6���3�X�á�D�V�N�L�� 
    �0�X�V�H�X�P�� �%�R�D�U�G�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�� �5�L�F�K�D�U�G�� �.�O�L�P�H�N�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G�� �D�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �&�D�V�L�P�L�U�� �3�X�á�D�V�N�L����
Father of the American Calvary, and introduced John James of NAVSEA (Naval Sea System 
�&�R�P�P�D�Q�G�����Z�K�R���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�H�P�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���S�L�H�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���K�X�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���8�6�6���3�X�á�D�V�N�L���6�X�E�P�D�U�L�Q�H��
�W�R�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �0�X�V�H�X�P�� �%�R�D�U�G�� �L�Q�� �D�W�W�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�H�� �&�L�H�V�L�H�á�N�D���� �-�R�K�Q�� �*�U�R�F�K����
Barbara Ilnicka, Richard Klimek, John Krakowiak and Theresa Romanowski. 
    Distinguished service awards were presented to individuals who have served in the Navy 
�D�Q�G�� �D�U�H�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �0�X�V�H�X�P�¶�V�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���� �7�K�R�V�H�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G�� �Z�H�U�H�� �1�X�U�V�H�� �&�R�U�S��
�&�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U�� �&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�H�� �&�L�H�V�L�H�á�N�D���� �&�D�S�W�D�L�Q�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�F�*�X�L�J�D�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �1�D�Y�\�� �%�R�D�W�V�Z�D�L�Q�V�� �0�D�W�H��
Edward Danielczyk. An award was also presented to John James for securing the 
�F�R�P�P�H�P�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���S�L�H�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���8�6�6���3�X�á�D�V�N�L���I�R�U���W�K�H���0�X�V�H�X�P�� 
    Mr. Blichasz complimented Richard Klimek, who had coordinated the event, and members 
�R�I���W�K�H���0�X�V�H�X�P�¶�V���%�R�D�U�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���Z�K�R���K�H�O�S�H�G���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�� 
   The program closed following a benediction and the retiring of the Colors by the Color 
Guard. Everyone who attended was treated to refreshments and a Polish buffet. 
    �7�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�H�P�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �S�L�H�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�E�P�D�U�L�Q�H�¶�V�� �K�X�O�O�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W�O�\�� �G�L�V�S�O�D�\�H�G�� �D�W�� �W�K�H��
Museum with other information highlighting the accomplishments of American Revolutionary 
�:�D�U���+�H�U�R�����*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���&�D�V�L�P�L�U���3�X�á�D�V�N�L���������– 

USS Pulaski Submarine Commemoration 

�D���S�L�H�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���8�6�6���3�X�á�D�V�N�L�¶�V���K�X�O�O 

�3�$�&���Q�R�W�H�V���.�R�V�F�L�X�V�]�N�R�¶�V���5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���:�D�U��
contributions in New York state 
Contact: Frank Milewski       (718) 263-2700 - Ext.105 

�$���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�¶�V���Ä�7�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G���3�R�L�Q�W�V���R�I���/�L�J�K�W�´ 
Contact:  Frank Milewski, Polish American Congress  
Holocaust Documentation Committee          (718) 263-2700 ext 105 
 

   �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �K�H�D�U�G�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �D�� �³�W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G��
�S�R�L�Q�W�V���R�I�� �O�L�J�K�W�´���I�U�R�P�� �*�H�R�U�J�H�� �%�X�V�K�� �6�U���� �Z�K�H�Q���K�H��
was campaigning for the presidency of the 
United States in 1988. Now, a Polish Catholic 
survivor of Auschwitz is starting a different 
�N�L�Q�G���R�I���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���³�W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G��
�S�R�L�Q�W�V���R�I���O�L�J�K�W���´ 
   �0�L�F�K�D�H�O�� �3�U�H�L�V�O�H�U�� �I�H�H�O�V�� �³�W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�� �S�R�L�Q�W�V�� �R�I��
�W�U�X�W�K�´�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �D�� �P�R�U�H�� �S�U�H�F�L�V�H�� �G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q����
What are these thousand points?  They are a 
�W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�� �F�R�S�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �$�Q�G�U�H�Z�� �+�H�P�S�H�O�¶�V�� �E�R�R�N��
about a six-year period Preisler lived through 
�D�Q�G���L�W�V���W�L�W�O�H���L�V���V�L�P�S�O�\���³�3�R�O�D�Q�G���L�Q���:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���,�,���´���� 
   It will be distributed by the Holocaust 
Documentation Committee of the Polish 
American Congress where Preisler is co-chair. 
   �³�1�R�Z�K�H�U�H�� �H�O�V�H�� �L�V�� �+�R�O�R�F�D�X�V�W�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �D�V��
distorted and as misrepresented as it is about 
�3�R�O�D�Q�G���´�� �:�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U�� �3�U�H�L�V�O�H�U�� �V�D�\�V�� �W�K�L�V�� �K�H�� �V�S�H�D�N�V��
from his own bitter experience which began 
when Germany invaded Poland in 1939 to start 
World War II. He fought against the Germans as 
a member of the Polish underground resistance 
before being arrested by the Gestapo and ending 
up as an Auschwitz prisoner for more than three 
years. 
   Today, Preisler frequently visits schools to give students an honest and balanced account of 
what the Christians and Jews of Poland were forced to suffer under German occupation. He 
tells them of his own experiences and the inhuman conditions German terror and brutality 
�F�U�H�D�W�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���3�R�O�L�V�K���S�H�R�S�O�H�����1�R�Z���K�H���S�O�D�Q�V���W�R���O�H�D�Y�H���E�H�K�L�Q�G���R�Q�H���R�I���K�L�V���³�S�R�L�Q�W�V���R�I���O�L�J�K�W�´���E�R�R�N�V��
whenever he lectures again.    
   Giving Americans accurate information about the Holocaust became a driving force for 
Preisler some twenty-five years ago. That was when he first noticed how the entertainment 
industry and other media began to fictionalize and falsify history with an evident anti-Polish 
prejudice.   
   For many years he had tried to erase all his painful wartime memories. Now, this kind of 
manipulation of the historical record suddenly became a grim reminder of the anti-Polish 
propaganda the Germans used to demoralize and confuse the Polish people. The constant lying 
they so cunningly devised created an ever-present sense of fear and suspicion in occupied 
Poland. 
   Preisler would like to believe the media mislead the American public simply because of 
ignorance or their carelessness in researching the facts. But he suspects there is more to it than 
�W�K�D�W���� �³�7�K�H�\�� �W�U�\�� �W�R���E�O�D�P�H���W�K�H���3�R�O�L�V�K���S�H�R�S�O�H���I�R�U���D�W�U�R�F�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�H���*�H�U�P�D�Q�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���� �7�K�H�\���W�U�\���W�R��
blame us for atrocities the Communists committed. They  
�S�U�H�I�H�U���W�R���F�D�O�O���F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�P�S�V���O�L�N�H���$�X�V�F�K�Z�L�W�]���Z�K�H�U�H���,���D�O�P�R�V�W���G�L�H�G���³�3�R�O�L�V�K�´���F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�F�D�P�S�V���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���*�H�U�P�D�Q���F�D�P�S�V�����7�K�H���E�D�G���J�X�\�V���D�U�H���P�D�G�H���W�R���O�R�R�N���O�L�N�H���J�R�R�G���J�X�\�V���´���K�H���V�D�L�G�� 
   �3�U�H�L�V�O�H�U���Q�R�W�H�G���L�W���Z�D�V���3�R�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���J�U�D�Y�H���P�L�V�I�R�U�W�X�Q�H���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���W�R���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���1�D�]�L�V���R�I���*�H�U�P�D�Q�\���D�V���D�Q��
enemy in WW II. but also the Communists of the Soviet Union (now Russia).   
   �³�,�� �R�Q�O�\�� �Z�L�V�K�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �K�D�G�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�V�� �F�D�U�H�I�X�O�� �Z�L�W�K�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
background of ex-Communists who came to the United States after the war as they were with 
�W�K�H���*�H�U�P�D�Q�V���´���K�H���V�D�L�G�� 

   �.�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �3�U�H�L�V�O�H�U�� �Z�D�V�� �D�Q�� �$�X�V�F�K�Z�L�W�]�� �V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U���� �W�K�H�� �8���6���� �-�X�V�W�L�F�H�� �'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V�� �2�I�I�L�F�H�� �R�I��
Special Investigations at one time came to him and asked him to help them identify photos of 
former German SS-men who might have sneaked into the United States. Preisler says he was 
glad to help the OSI since he had a personal score to settle with the SS and some other 
�*�H�U�P�D�Q�V���� �³�%�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �2�6�,�� �Q�H�Y�H�U�� �F�K�H�F�N�H�G�� �R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�W�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�K�H�\�� �G�L�G�� �W�K�H�� �1�D�]�L�V���� �7�K�H�\��
�V�K�R�X�O�G�� �K�D�Y�H���� �7�K�H�� �S�U�R�S�D�J�D�Q�G�D�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �O�L�D�U�V�� �Z�D�V�� �M�X�V�W�� �D�V�� �G�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �*�H�U�P�D�Q�V�¶���� �7�K�H�\�¶�U�H��
�H�[�S�H�U�W�V���D�W���L�W�����,���F�D�Q�¶�W���K�H�O�S���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���L�I���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�P���L�V���E�H�K�L�Q�G���L�W���Z�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U���,���V�H�H���W�K�H���W�U�X�W�K���D�E�R�X�W��
�3�R�O�D�Q�G���J�H�W���W�Z�L�V�W�H�G���W�R�G�D�\���´���K�H���V�D�L�G�� 
   �,�W�¶�V�� �I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �W�K�D�W���N�H�H�S�� �G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �3�U�H�L�V�O�H�U�� �W�R�� �I�L�J�K�W���M�X�V�W�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\�� �K�H�� �G�L�G�� �L�Q������������ �Z�K�H�Q��
�+�L�W�O�H�U�¶�V���D�U�P�\���F�U�R�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���E�R�U�G�H�U���D�Q�G���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���N�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���3�R�O�L�V�K���S�H�R�S�O�H�����+�H���L�V���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���W�R���V�H�H��
�H�D�F�K���R�Q�H���R�I���K�L�V���³�W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G���S�R�L�Q�W�V���R�I���O�L�J�K�W�´���H�Q�O�L�J�K�W�H�Q���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���S�X�E�O�L�F���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�U�X�W�K���D�E�R�X�W��
Poland.   �– 

The News of Polonia  

welcomes articles about your  

Polish organization 


