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Polish Scouting / Harcerze

Hidden Talents of our Polish Scouts
By: 5SHJLQD 6NZDbnX*\ VND

'ILH O\ OL %UDWHUVNLH MunRyddR V §

OLDVWR $£adsRagetes, nie
3UJ\ZLWD&R QDV QLHVW
VZ\P ]D]Z\F]DM SL NQ\P
QLHEHP 5R]FL JQL WH
PDUFD URNX FKPXL
VSRJO GD&a\ QD JzZzDUQ ]
]ID Z VNDXWRZ\FK PXQG

Asia Hrabia

It all started some time last year when VL ] VRE /LWZLQL ]
Karolina Ratajczak6s |[mom ran up to me, 8NUDL F\ ] 2UPLD(
beaming. fALook, Karollbina is featured in thiQl GJ\QDURGRZL VNDXF
book and received the Spotlight Award for her FK\ED QD ZLHFLH GUX.
photography! o | took |[a moment to |l ook at t hleQLD 0\ OL %UDWHUVNLL
photos. fWow,o0 | said/, fil knew Karolina was| 2L WD REFKRG]RQHJR Z
interested in photography, but this is art! o|lDaR*\FLHOD Aadramatex F K
A month or two later, our family was having 3RZHOOD 1LH PRJOL P\
coffee with friends, whose 12 year old son, GRNabDGQLH Z GQLX MH]J
Jakub (Kuba) Chyga, is also one of our scoufs OXWHIJR DOH« PDUJHF
Suddenly, he got up, calmly walked to the QD SL NQH RND]JMH 7
piano, and began playing a random piece by QDSUDZG JRGQD SRG]L
Chopin. | listened intently he was incredible! KDUFHUVNL ] /RV $QJHO
Then in December, | attended a holiday-get od trzydziestu trzech lat

together with our Venture Scouts. One of them, ZVSyaRUJDQL]JXMH WR Z
Justin  Perzyna, was diligently trying to Druhna Renia i Asia, druhowie

complete a graphic design assignment for Margk i Marek wraz z miejscowem

school while the othelrs were fAhanging outo |:RaHP 3UJ\MDFLya +DUF

the living room. His desire for perfection was ]Z\NOH VWDQ OL QD Z\VI

$ ZV]\WWNR ]DF] aR VL G
: SDUNX RWRF]RQ\P S|
SQ FH VL GR QLHED Jy
K\PQ DPHU\IND VNL 3R C
GUXJLHM SL &\ VL SRG
flagi. Uroczysty apel. Komendy w
Uy*Q\FK M J\ANDFK 3R QLP G]JLH ZVSyOQ\FK ]JDEDZ 3R]Q
QDV NUDM SRFKRG]JHQLD Z\PDZLDQH ]&skaQting NiwvptrZeDd |
AKrakusyo and fAPodhal e@LF FFtFHM PELIHZYleGyYQWiHI PLHFK & kol
group costumes and in their scouting uniforms L G]\QDURGRZH ]DEDZ\ SLHZ\ 1LH RE\aR VL L EH]

as well, we rarely see their individual, personal 12\FIDM WUXGQR E\aR MDNR VNR F]\i .
talents. Suddenly | realized that as the District SR~ VS GIRQ\P QD JDEDZDFK L UJHFIDFK ~SRZD*Q\F¥
President of the Polish Scouting Organization, | PL G]1\QDURGRZ\ SRVLaHN 1LH ]JDEUDNaR QDV]HJR ELJR

obvious. His work product was pristine.

The seed of a thought began to take root in my
mind. We have over 70 kids in the Polish
Scouting troops in Los Angeles. No one knows
how talented some of them dreghey have few
if any opportunities to share their success with
the Polish community. Certainly, many of them
perform with the local Polish folk dance groups

\
3

-DNXE .R]JLR4&

not only have an opporiunty, but a 1 FDal WHQ QLHVDPRZLW\ GJLH ZSOHFLRQ\ E\a RGE\ZDI
responsibility, to share what | have leamed PR*QD E\aR OHSLHVD WA BWIGJRQ\ SU]JH] NRPHQG FKRI
about these amazing kids with others. GUX*\QRZ\FK L SUJHZRGQLNyZ .LONXQDVWRRVRERZD JL

A short time after tHRUEHBYWEP oMHIR REWREING VIWUXNWXY FHOX TR R
learned that our dear friend in Northern SRSURZDG] DV] ]ZL JHN Z NROHMQH VWXOHFLH 3RSU

California, Scoutmaster Ryszard Urbaniak, QDV]\FK KDUFHUVNLFK SUDZ OL&R E\AR SRSDWU]JHU MDI
presentedaneveningofhispoetryforthePolishPR*H Z UyG QLFK zaD QLH VLHG]L SU]J\V]a\ +XFRZ\ « 1DF
community there. | had read many of his poems ~ GXP NLHG\ VWDQ SUJHG QLP L JDVDOXWXM

and suggested that he come to SouthernCZUWAJ!
California to present a similar recital. He agreed
under one conditior that we intermingle the
poetry reading with performances by the scouts.
il ncrediblelo I t houghThePIDinsh\@@ppsdthlaf
|l released a fAcall for talentodo, and soon
a group of immensely artistic members of our Stayed In Britain
corps. They, with their dependants and

Sl:g[%nr:zggogéb?ﬁ;r;”i ezvoecgsreffltﬁldﬁﬁ:; 1tZ A letter to the Editor in theGuradian  gegcendants, were to provide the core of the
yearold Maciej Rosa or,1 trumbet 12 yeaid dated March 21, 2003...Whlle itis g.ooq.that Polish community in Britain for the next
Jakub Chy g aold a]cmmh’a Hrabia one %Orur readers are reminded of the significant |5 century.

a Y9 y ontribution made by the Poles under British

p e r ing ef tpreparing Poles for civilian life in
¢ BritajneDuring itp twoyear existence (1946
-48) over 114,000 Poles enlisted in this

.XED &K\&D

piano, 2nd Class Scoutmaster Marek . Dr Hubert Zawadzki

~ ; command dyring the second w I% war . )
Skwar uUy @ ki on akordeg, dd s i aliolyed "in thel. @isH_Birfgdon, Oxfordshire
old El'iza SkwaruUyGEski ngs

¢ Ma?cﬁ 'léﬁ 1 ¢

am > G2 sy oy,
)F/)e;:ﬂj gir:otnae Igomt?zga I/Vre c;llgophadl_t\ioa"gogg livi goir)al_zpr_it%iﬁ wa tq(ﬂ(ﬂl@w Fh.%ip —
ts from Northern Califbrnia Scoutmaster ancestors by joining a hafitessed British
gRues d Urbaniak. wh ited | bi farmy" is a misleading representation of the
higsz;c:etryr 32'3 bva\ily?erego?jzizevgr;:hpéleocreso? status of the Polish armed forces in the wes
/ ’ ' during the war.
Music, who sang both opera and blues. There were some individual Polish
In addition to the recital, part of the hall was nationals in the British armed forces. but
transformed for an exhibit worthy of its own most Polish nationals served in the lsolish
praise. Karolina Rgtajczgk brought only a small army, air force, and navy under British
part of her portfolio, which covered two tables operational command as allies, on the basis
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and wood, and his
her scientific works on pharmaceuticals.

and tgz hiidjor:m?c dvgz:lln ziszs\f\)//:II azesrzzl/Z?aIOf the AnglePolish military agreement of
grap 9 August 5 1940. They represented a distinct
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Every individual who participated in this event expressed passion for their pursuits. T (T\/Iany of these servicemen refused to ¥ HJOO KHOS \RX ILQ:
performances and exhibits were delivered with a level of maturity and earnest rarely S8&Mim to a Sovietontrolled Poland after the Avali
A . vailable loan for your budget
amongst todayds yout h. I was sincerely prZoDLbé &ck?XUtFrhE@OﬁaqVXJJHVWLR RI 0ODU Ky 9
that they should be invited to form a British 6 \R/ D S D U N R Z \
. A)RUHLJQ /HJLRQ™ ZDV WXUQHG ﬁ 8[‘ E\
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Instead, the government created the Polisl
Resettlement Corps, a transitional non
combatant unit in the British army, with the
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