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   It all started some time last year when 

Karolina Ratajczakôs mom ran up to me, 

beaming. ñLook, Karolina is featured in this 

book and received the Spotlight Award for her 

photography!ò I took a moment to look at the 

photos. ñWow,ò I said, ñI knew Karolina was 

interested in photography, but this is art!ò  

   A month or two later, our family was having 

coffee with friends, whose 12 year old son, 

Jakub (Kuba) Chyğa, is also one of our scouts. 

Suddenly, he got up, calmly walked to the 

piano, and began playing a random piece by 

Chopin. I listened intently ï he was incredible! 

   Then in December, I attended a holiday get-

together with our Venture Scouts. One of them, 

Justin Perzyna, was diligently trying to 

complete a graphic design assignment for 

school while the others were ñhanging outò in 

the living room. His desire for perfection was 

obvious. His work product was pristine. 

   The seed of a thought began to take root in my 

mind. We have over 70 kids in the Polish 

Scouting troops in Los Angeles. No one knows 

how talented some of them are ï they have few 

if any opportunities to share their success with 

the Polish community. Certainly, many of them 

perform with the local Polish folk dance groups 

ñKrakusyò and ñPodhaleò. But in their beautiful 

group costumes and in their scouting uniforms 

as well, we rarely see their individual, personal 

talents. Suddenly I realized that as the District 

President of the Polish Scouting Organization, I 

not only have an opportunity, but a 

responsibility, to share what I have learned 

about these amazing kids with others. 

   A short time after this ñenlightenmentò, I 

learned that our dear friend in Northern 

California, Scoutmaster Ryszard Urbaniak, 

presented an evening of his poetry for the Polish 

community there. I had read many of his poems 

and suggested that he come to Southern 

California to present a similar recital. He agreed 

under one condition - that we intermingle the 

poetry reading with performances by the scouts. 

ñIncredible!ò I thought. This would be perfect. 

   I released a ñcall for talentò and soon collected 

a group of immensely artistic members of our 

Organization. Our first ever recital came to 

fruition on February 24, 2008. It included 14 

year-old Maciej Rosa on trumpet, 12 year-old 

Jakub Chyğa and 14 year-old Joanna Hrabia on 

piano, 2nd Class Scoutmaster Marek 

SkwaruŨyŒski on akordeon and guitar, 12 year-

old Eliza SkwaruŨyŒski on clarinet, and songs 

presented by Troop Leader Joanna Chyğa and 16 

year-old Simona Romuzga.  We also had two 

guests from Northern California ï Scoutmaster 

Ryszard Urbaniak, who recited several pieces of 

his poetry, and Dalyte Kodzis, Bachelor of 

Music, who sang both opera and blues. 

   In addition to the recital, part of the hall was 

transformed for an exhibit worthy of its own 

praise. Karolina Ratajczak brought only a small 

part of her portfolio, which covered two tables 

and the adjoining wall. Justyn Perzyna 

displayed his graphic design as well as several 

miniature town-sets with articulate detail and 

moving parts. 8 year-old Jakub Kozioğ exhibited several realistic models made of paper-mache 

and wood, and his mother, 2nd Class Scoutmaster Edyta FrŃckiewicz-Kozioğ shared several of 

her scientific works on pharmaceuticals. 

   Every individual who participated in this event expressed passion for their pursuits. The 

performances and exhibits were delivered with a level of maturity and earnest rarely seen 

amongst todayôs youth. I was sincerely proud of them all.    
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aim of preparing Poles for civilian life in 
Britain. During its two-year existence (1946
-48) over 114,000 Poles enlisted in this 
corps. They, with their dependants and 
descendants, were to provide the core of the 
Polish community in Britain for the next 
half century. 
 

Dr Hubert Zawadzki 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire    

The Polish corps that 

stayed in Britain 
 

   A letter to the Editor in the Guradian 
dated March 21, 2008... While it is good that 
your readers are reminded of the significant 
contribution made by the Poles under British 
command during the second world war 
(Should Poles be allowed in the British 
army?, G2, March 19), to say that today 
"Poles living in Britain want to follow their 
ancestors by joining a hard-pressed British 
army" is a misleading representation of the 
status of the Polish armed forces in the west 
during the war. 
   There were some individual Polish 
nationals in the British armed forces, but 
most Polish nationals served in the Polish 
army, air force, and navy under British 
operational command as allies, on the basis 
of the Anglo-Polish military agreement of 
August 5 1940. They represented a distinct 
national force whose allegiance was to the 
Republic of Poland, whose government-in-
exile had moved to London after the fall of 
France. 
   Many of these servicemen refused to 
return to a Soviet-controlled Poland after the 
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   Instead, the government created the Polish 
Resettlement Corps, a transitional non-
combatant unit in the British army, with the 
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