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Poland Forever
By: Julia Wąchała
History Meets Today, in Pasadena

Catholic Auschwitz
survivor wages war
against “Holocaust
ignorance”

Two Polish Holocaust
Heroes who helped free
350 Jews from the Nazis
By: Frank Milewski

By: Frank Milewski
“Nowhere else is Holocaust history as
distorted and misrepresented as it is about
Poland.”
This disturbing fact is the main reason
Michael Preisler, a Polish Catholic survivor
of Auschwitz, does not allow himself to stop
his nearly thirty-year crusade to see that the
American people are told the truth about the
Holocaust.
Most of the misrepresentations about
Poland are from just plain ignorance. But
he never discounts the possibility of willful
malice, either.
Whatever the reason, education is
essential. Preisler visits many schools to tell
students about his personal experiences
during the German occupation of Poland in
World War II. His account of what went on
behind the barbed wires of Auschwitz is
something these youngsters are bound to
remember the rest of their lives.
Now, as co-chair of the Holocaust
Documentation Committee of the Polish
American Congress, he has gone one step
further. Thanks to generous donations from
individuals who are just as concerned about
Holocaust dishonesty as he is, Preisler’s
committee has purchased a thousand copies
of Arthur Hempel’s “Poland in World War
II.” He intends to use the books to fill what
he calls a “gaping hole” in the average
American’s understanding of the Holocaust
and the brutal terror the Germans used
against the people of Poland.
It did not take long to find someone with
this gaping hole and in “dire need” of one of
his books. To his astonishment, it happened
to be a Catholic publication from Toronto,
Canada, the Catholic Register, “which
should have known better,” and revealed a
“deplorable misunderstanding of the most
basic facts of World War II history.”
Instead of reporting that Poland became
the first victim of Nazi Germany when
Hitler invaded in 1939 to start the war, the
Register wrote that Poland actually sided
with the Germans and the Nazis. Being a
Catholic, Preisler was “disappointed” that a
Catholic periodical would be so
misinformed about a country as Catholic as
Poland is.
“It just shows how much influence the
steady stream of anti-Polish falsifications
we see today can have on creating popular
misconceptions, even on those we expect to
know the facts,” he said. ❒
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New York , N.Y. Mietek Madejski (left)
and Dr. Jerzy Waleszkowski were Polish
boy scouts who found little time for arts and
crafts after Germany invaded Poland in
1939 to start World War II and the
Holocaust.
Instead, they joined Poland’s underground
resistance, the Armia Krajowa, and spent
most of their time fighting the German army
of occupation.
Here they are shown at the Polish
Consulate in New York City as the Republic
of Poland honored Madejski with its Officer
Cross of Merit for his many contributions to
the cause of a free and independent Poland
during and after the war.
Madejski is president of the New York
Chapters of the Polish Veterans of World
War II (SPK) and the Polish Home Army
Veterans. Both organizations are affiliated
with the Polish American Congress, the
umbrella organization of the Polish
American community.
Dr. Waleszkowski is a neurological
surgeon in Łódź, Poland and came to New
York to be present at the ceremony paying
tribute to his longtime friend.
Poland ’s underground resistance was the
largest and most effective anti-Nazi
resistance in all of German-occupied
Europe. Madejski became part of it right
from the beginning in 1939.
During the Warsaw Uprising of August,
1944, Madejski and Waleszkowski were
members of the Scout Troop Zośka. At the
height of the battle, the scouts of Zośka
r e a ch ed t h e G ęs i o w k a G e r m an
concentration camp inside the city and
liberated 350 Jewish prisoners.
For their heroic act, Israel has honored the
Polish scouts of Zośka at its Yad Vashem
Memorial in Jerusalem. There, those who
went out of their way to rescue Jews during
the Holocaust are remembered as
“Righteous Among the Nations.” While
many individuals from various countries are
given this distinction, by far, the largest
number of them are from Poland. ❒

Polish American Congress
Of Southern California
Invites you to attend our ANNUAL meeting

Sunday, June 29

-

1:30 P.M.

Our Lady of the Bright Mount Rectory - Lower level
3424 W. Adams Blvd - Los Angeles
Non-members of the
Polish American Congress
are welcome to attend our meetings
to see the many projects we have achieved
and are working on for Polonia.
Information: (626) 577-9797

The Polish American Congress of
Southern California will present Poland
Forever as a featured part of its annual
Constitution Ball Dinner and Celebration on
May 31, at the Elks Lodge in Pasadena.
Last year PAC member Andrew Ettinger
wrote and moderated a unique and
imaginary meeting of great champions of
freedom and democracy. We saw a group of
local PAC’ers acting as the likes of Bishop
Goślicki, King Poniatowski, Thomas
Jefferson, Thaddeus Kościuszko and Ronald
Reagan. It was an entertaining and welcome
insight into the Constitutions of both Poland
and The United States of America.
This year Mr. Ettinger is creating a similar
event, but with a very different format and
theme, one that promises to enlighten the
audience regarding the role of Poland in
world history.
“Last year I wrote practically every word
of a tightly scripted presentation for the five
actors,” said Ettinger, “and it worked well, I
think. I tried to use actual quotes by the
various personalities, and also built-in my
creative verbal interpretation of each
character as per my research into their lives,
writings and speeches... as sort of an afterthe - fact literary ghost-writer.”
“This time I am going to use a different
approach, one that stretches the creative use
of character by making the interaction
between the characters more conversational,
truly interactive... thus allowing the actors to
become more personally and viscerally
connected to the personality they’re
playing,” said Ettinger. “My script will be
more of a verbal outline and guide...
suggesting the interplay among all five
characters. Hopefully this will heighten the
sense or reality, albeit virtual reality.”
“I’d like each actor to feel more connected
to their character’s personality... to actually
feel that they are that person, from that point
in time, but very much here, and now. Being
that person,” said Ettinger. “I want the

actors and the audience to believe this
impossible meeting is happening before
their eyes! Here and now. In Pasadena, We
will strive for reality, spontaneity, and
believability. Perhaps this will lead to a bit
of chaos, possibly an argument, maybe a
few laughs. Who knows?”
“Just think about it... when you put an
astronomer, an actress, a scientist, a
musician, and a Pope at the same table - and
- they’re all Polish!--well, it ought to be
interesting,” Ettinger quipped.
“Yes, this is a challenge for our five
actors...who are not actors, but are
professionals in very different careers. But
they are Poles! And very real people. I
believe they all have finely-tuned instincts
about history, rich insights into the human
condition, and a quick wit about
conversation... a flair for drama, and a sense
of humor,” Ettinger noted. “This isn’t
designed to be a Shakespearean evening.
There is no script to memorize. This is, well,
impromptu Polish reality! Seat-of-the-pants
theatre. A happening. I look forward to
being surprised myself! After all, this is an
impossible meeting. Not even Joseph
Conrad could have written it, (Well, maybe
next year).”
The cast will include Richard Wideryński,
as Copernicus; Wojciech Kocyan, as
Paderewski; Justyna Warecka, as Helena
Modjeska; Teresa Dudzick, as Marie
Skłodowska Curie; and Zbysław Petryka, as
Pope John Paul II. Ettinger will play his
alter-ego, Andrzej Poznański, a timetraveling journalist/editor... who will be the
Moderator.
“I think we’ll show the audience why
Poland Is Forever... for it is an invincible
spirit that emanates from the hearts, souls
and minds of some truly great Poles; human
beings who have contributed mightily to
Western Civilization, and our world of
today. I believe there is a seed of such
greatness in every Pole. We must work
tirelessly to cultivate that seed in our
children,” stated Ettinger.
(Editor’s Note; see advertisement below for
further information) ❒

Save The Date !!!
Saturday Evening, May 31, 2008, 6:00 PM

The Pasadena Elks Lodge,
400 West Colorado Blvd.
The Polish American Congress of Southern California
Celebrates the 217th Anniversary of Poland’s
Great Constitution of May 3, 1791.

and also presents

“Poland Forever”
A dramatic, virtual-reality meeting of world-renowned Poles of the past
as they discuss Poland’s contributions to Western Civilization,
their roles in history, and their visions of the future.

Come and see
Nicolas Corpernicus (Mikołaj Kopernik)
Helena Modjeska (Modrzejewska)
Ignace Jan Paderewski
Marie (Skłodowska) Curie
Pope John Paul II (Karol Wojtyła)
It will be an exciting, enlightening and memorable experience as these brilliant Poles
make history come alive before your eyes. You will now better understand the mind,
heart, and soul of the invincible Polish spirit…
and gain a new appreciation of our Polish heritage.

We promise an evening of fun and fellowship, with dinner and dancing
to the music of the Dave Miron Orchestra… and a few surprises.
Only $55 per person, contribution to:
The Polish American Congress of Southern California
which can be mailed to
2245 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91107

For more information and reservations please call…
Teresa Dudzick (310) 245-3157 or Marty Cepielik (626) 577-9797

Please RSVP by May 28

