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Torture was also the norm when the
unfortunates were already serving their jail
sentences. According to Mateusz Wyrwich,
it still has not been established how many
thousands of prisoners, out of 500,000
people who were incarcerated by the
Communists between 1944 and 1956,
perished because of torture and other forms
of maltreatment.[32] For example, over 800
witnesses have appeared to testify about
torture in the Wronki prison, where,
between 1945 and 1956, about 15,500
people were incarcerated, mostly political
prisoners. Victims were routinely made to
strip and wait in the prison yard, winter time
included. Then, they were chased between
two rows of wardens who beat them with
truncheons and keys. The functionaries most
responsible for the torture were the prison
head Jan Boguwola, and his underlings:
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the criminal activities of the bastards of the
NSZ and AK,
hatred among the soldiers and push them
against the

Accordingly, Communist military political
commissars publicly preached that during
the Warsaw ghetto uprising the following
forces fought against the Jewish insurgents:
ithe German air
well as Polish hooligans, Polish
reactionaries and,
Therefore, it he
NSZ work hand in glove with the Hitlerites.
And they should be treated just like the
Hitlerite
pundit
occupation the NSZ formed an auxiliary
formation of the
on trial the AK
hel pers! o screamed
unison.[44]

As Professor Krystyna Kersten has noted
perceptively, the independentist insurgents
and the parliamentary opposition were the
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Nazis. Later, the accused were tried on the

In both the Ejszyszki and the Jedwabne

react i on aased thesecrét pofic® jeized a number of

suspects, including completely innocent
people, who confessed under duress to their
complicity in the alleged crimes. On the
other hand, at least a few prisoners
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few Jewish Communist perpetrators.[56] At
times, the crimes were perpetrated jointly by
the Soviets and Poles. For example, between
1945 and 1955 in a military restricted area
of Biedrusk near

prisoners were tortured and summarily shot
by Soviet and Polish Communist military
intelligence officers. The executions took

k spla ® a church. The victims were lined up

behind the altar and executed.[57]

ahost whahladibgen killed o veere othdfwis® [ 4 10T course not everyone was physically

The reality of the interrogation and the
trial should not obscure the fact that some of

mur der er s .the pugpeet} did téke pal€ia theAK rassasltt
editorial i zedontEbzwiki, whild others didgartitigatein [ MB& @ade Jvas an exception. His soldiers and

the massacre at Jedwabne. The gruesome
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a n dortured. For example, Major Zygmunt
(AGupasz

Szendzielarz
was only tormented psychologically.[58]
However, preliminary research suggests that

other insurgents were tortured routinely.

discerned three types of

MG e judigiarydshonld® give ps cddde tol e pitGaBons under which torture occurred:

Communist interrogation records at their
face value. All documents should be
checked and cross-checked against other
sources. Initially at least, all accounts of
wi t h
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historical monographs, personal testimonies,
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interrogation, interrogation
proper, and post-interrogation. First, while
operating in the field, the Communist secret
police routinely tortured captured insurgents
and suspected sympathizers to extract

Aireacti onar i eosurechould &sd bg tredted ab rewalatat | y , information regarding the whereabouts of

their confederates and arms stores. Second,

Aitraitor, o wohhiv@Sa®n o baw Qata ol tﬁl&itobié e rdurihgethe dnterrogation proper, the secret
asteimi t e, 0 -kahdemJewWhg&y Gdm the following sources:

police applied torture to extract precise
information about the insurgency, political

R:galAché{r(g o4y neWsBaBer QcPolnR. S € dpposition, and war-time activities as well
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Torture was an Nazi police and murdering Jews and

totalitarian reality. It was fully harmonized
with the #Al egal o
official propaganda.[34]

The Legal Basis of Torture and the
Communist Propaganda

No law explicitly permitted torturing
anyone under Communism. However,
between 1944 and 1956, the laws and
regulations[35] commonly applied against
political offenders were utterly
dehumanizing and, hence, implicitly
encouraged their abuse, including torture.
Two types of distinct legal systems
functioned at the time: the Soviet and the
Polish. The former applied not only in
Pol anddbs eastern
the Soviet Union after the return of the Red
Army in 1944, but also to the west of the so-
called Curzon line, wherever the Soviet
terror apparatus (and judiciary) happened to
operate. While at the mercy of the NKVD,
most commonly, the political offenders were
charged under the infamous Article 58 of
the Soviet penal code. According to Article
58, a Home Army soldier, who was
ethnically Polish, born in pre-war Poland,
and a life-long citizen of Poland could be

sentenced as Atrai
Mot herl ando in add-i
revolutionary, 0 AHi
Afascist. o[ 36]

Simultaneously, although always deferring
to the Soviet law, the local Communists in
Poland introduced their own legal
regulations. More precisely, they amended
the existing pre-war laws with a bevy of
their own decrees. Arguably, the most
important of them was the infamous Decree

of August 31,
Hitlerite criminals and traitors of the Polish
Nation. o0 The decree

Communist proxy regime and used mainly
as a political and legal tool of repression
against the independentists fighters and
politicians, who were routinely branded as
AHIi tlerite
ireactionari es.
Decree was also applied to real and alleged
Nazi collaborators, including for instance
persons accused of participating the
massacre of Jews at Jedwabne, thus from a
legal point of view making it a political
rather than a criminal case.[38]

The language of the August Decree was
extremely violent. It reflected the language
of contemporary Communist propaganda.

And the Communi sts
and fAreactionari eso
with  them.[39] The independentist

insurgents were of course the primary
targets of the Stalinist vituperation. The
guidelines for propaganda of the Central
Board of Political Formatting of the Polish
Peopl eds Ar my
mobilization of hatred
reactionary
commi ssar s

toward the
thugso
to

aptly
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fibrand

employed to dupe the West into believing

s y s thag the oppamegts of thefCompnunisty vgere

pro-Nazi and that the brutal crushing of the
independentist insurrection and the
parliamentary opposition in Poland was
simply a mop-up operation which fittingly
concluded the anti-German struggles of the
Second World War. This was also a useful
tool to rally the population behind the
Communists in meting out justice to alleged
Pol i sh AHI t 1 eri
further intended to endear the proxy regime
to the Jewish community at home and
abroad.)[46]

Communist law was well-harmonized
with  the propa%anda. It seems that the
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Decree was to limit, if not outright preclude,
the possibility of a fair investigation and a

fair trial The obj e®pl pay gherg methads of | torfurg.

collaborators, o whet Flqogicl pehayior of this sgry Wasea%foe d.

other words, the Communist policemen, prevalent n low profile cases. Arguably,

prosecutors, lawyers, and judges involved in secret .pohcemen serving in - remote

the cases pursued and tried on the basis of provincial outposts tended to be cven more

the August Decree were not interested in oruel .b.ecause they lagked .1mmed¥ate
their supervision. But even if their sadism

recreating the crimes, describing
details, identifying the victims, and finding
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seem to signal just that.

Case Studies: Ejszyszki and Jedwabne
Two separate case studies conducted by us
strongly suggest that both the investigation
and the court proceedings widely departed
from the Western standards of justice. The
most jarring abuses included the lack of

application of torture.

wi ghe gase pimkispygzld, ¢ fdloying the
attack of the Home Army (AK) on that town
on October 19/20, 1944, the Soviet secret
police initially did not bother to collect any
witness accounts. The NKVD policemen

col | abor asimphbsat cgnfessiprs gus of magtiolsthe
o[ 37] sustepise A TR igfused tto gizeqin; most 9 4 gywelve prisoners were tortured to death,

confessed, gradually yielding to their
tormentors. The confessions, of course,
included killing Jews and collaborating with
the Gestapo. Later, some of the victims
retracted their confessions in court.
Nonetheless, some were sentenced to death,
while most were sent to the Gulag on the
basis of Article 58.[47] In the case of
Jedwabne, where a number of Polish

dinhapifgrds gwerey ageusq fof agsistings thes o purpose,[53] a
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i nt e@venignt pgopaganda dgvice gEPMOYY d &@membrance. Polish newspapers, ranging

from the dynamic leftist Gazeta Wyborcza
through the most
respected centrist daily Rzeczpospolita
[Republic] to the right-wing Catholic
nationalist Nasz Dziennik [Our Daily],
routinely report on court cases regarding the
trials of both Communist secret police
personnel and their political opponents.
Further, the popular press periodically runs
_investigative historical stories on_the anti-
Olorfinmiist ins&rg-lérns &nd theif tdrrfeftors.
In all sources, the topic of torture is
broached openly most of the time.

The description is graphic and detailed.
From these accounts we learn that, aside
dromi benting, the secret policemen liked to
tear t he hair out
extinguish their cigarettes on him or her, and

reflected itself just in beating and not in
sexual perversion, it still was the norm.
There were no boundaries to the cruelty and
tnce donsideration was given to the status,
gex, @& hedlth of the victim. In one instance
socialist Irena Sendlerowa of the Home
Army miscarried after she was abused by
the UB.[51] In another case, the UB-man
Edmund Kwasek tort
of the AK who was pregnant.[52]

In our sample below we have documented
more than 500 cases of torture. Almost all
victims described below were ethnic Poles

1944, pereﬁs@I}aln gogticulgusngse  and g B¢ | said Catholics, save for a single Jewish man.

One hundred and fifty four victims are

t hdentified by name, including 21 women.

Most of the victims of torture, except for
some of the youngest ones, were involved in
both the anti-Nazi and anti-Communist
struggle from 1939. The victims were
sudjectdd at least to 49 types of torture.

while 8 were shot immediately after the
torture sessions (usually following a sham
trial). Eight prisoners, including three
women, withstood the torture, refused to
confess, and survived their ordeal. In 143
(out of 154) cases the prisoners broke down
and confessed their real and alleged
ficri mes. 0 Hence,

suggests that torture served its intended
few exceptions

Nagisy 1 gngrderingy e locglj Jave ghe e e ihtwithstanding.[54]

police and the judiciary were concerned
about establishing neither the sequence of
the events nor even the date of the mass
murder.[48] Using as a blue-print the
imprecise and internally contradictory

festimony ofga sgpand, hand avitngss, they

tortured the suspects into confessing to

As for the perpetrators, although the
Soviets led the way,[55] they found many
eager Polish collaborators. Although no
thorough search has been undertaken in the
secret police personal files nationwide, the

t dvidence accumulated here suggests that

most of the functionaries of the Communist

i kidliggt Jewp capd g cgllabaraging with othe j ¢ terfraapparatus were ethnic Poles of lower

with all/l your

St r e n @abslorigin. The witnesses mention but a

Soviets). Third, during the post-
interrogation the prisoners were sometimes
tortured if they deviated from their forced
confession in court or just for the sake of it
as they were serving their sentences in jail.
To put it plainly, whereas at the initial stage

of an investigation the UB officers
concerned themselves with finding out the
truth, the desired outcome of the

intermediate stage was a full confession

w awghich freely mixed truth with fiction.
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The following examples, presented
chronologically, concern mostly the
interrogation proper. However, in general,
the evidence presented below attests to the

Case by Case.

A& enl September 1944 and 1945, about
3,0()d Brisoners were incarcerated at a
concentration camp run by the NKVD at
KNkol ewica, near
Lublin. According to the estimates of the
underground, up to 1,800 people were shot
following a grueling interrogation. Cadet
of ficer Antoni
one of the 16 local NSZ-AK company
soldiers seized between September 28 and
October 6, 1944. He and his friends were
beaten daily and held in a dugout partly
filled with water. Because he refused to turn
in his older brother, who was a Home Army
faghier, jthe zsgvenigen-yepr-alg® ¢ 1
Pnkaga was ki cked
fainted. His NKVD interrogators also
shoved thin wooden splinters under his
fingernails.[59]

On October 30,
(AKubaod) of t he
Command fell into an NKVD trap. He died
of blood infection after the blows of the
torturers shattered his ribs and punctured his
lungs on December 30, 1944. His underling,
Lieutenant Witold
captured on November 7, 1944, and beaten
to death shortly after.[60]

In the fall of 1944, AK soldier Irena
Antoszewska-Rembarzowa was interrogated
by the NKVD in Lublin. Although pregnant,
she was ordered to strip and when she
refused, her Soviet interrogator beat her on
her head until she fainted.[61]

I n February 1940,

prevalence of torture
experience with the Communjst secyet
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Union of Armed Struggle (ZWZ), and later
the AK. First, he was a chaplain of the
Bgazowa outpost
head chapl ain
(obw-d) . Fat her Pi
underground activities under the Soviet
occupation until he was arrested by the
NKVD and Polish Communist secret police
led by Zygmunt Bieszczanin on December
3, 1944. He was brutally tortured at the
Lubomirski Zamek
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