
Page 12  News of Polonia    Pasadena, California   June 2008 

Northern California News:  
By: Edmund Lewandowski, www.PoloniaSF.org  

PoloniaSFO@yahoo.com 

 

Distribution of the News of Polonia  

In Northern California is through the generosity of  

The American Polish Citizens Club 

 

Please support the 

businesses that 

advertise  

in the  

News of Polonia 
They help our  

Community 

Dzwoń do Polski     1 cent za minutę  
z każdego telefonu,   teraz, dzisiaj 

 

Informacja na www.PoloniaSF.org   

Kliknij na kartę telefoniczną w lewym górnym rogu strony  

 

The News of Polonia  
 

welcomes  

news and updates  

about your  

Polish Organization 
 

polishnews@att.net 

 

POLAM FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
(The place your business should be at) 

770 Marshall St. 
Redwood City CA 94063 

Tel. (650) 367 – 8940 
www.polamfcu.com 

Are you tired of high costs coupled with poor service? 
Then try Polam FCU and enjoy old-fashioned 

attention to your needs 
 

We offer: 
 High Interest on Saving Accounts, Checking, IRA’s, Time 
Certificates and all other FEDERALLY INSURED Deposits 
 No Fee Home Banking by Telephone (free 800 number) 

 No Fee Internet banking with full Bill Payer capacity 
 Cards: VISA credit; ATM - VISA debit 

 Loans: Personal and business: Home (Purchase, Refinance, 
Construction, Improvements, etc.), Cars, Trucks, etc. 

 

Conveniently located Branches: 
 Concord California Tel.: (925) 609 - 8500 

 San Francisco Tel.: (415) 752 – 7760 
 Sacramento Tel.: (916) 727 - 0730 

 New Britain Ct Tel.: (860) 232 – 0200 
polam@polamfcu.com 

Hrs: Mo – Thurs.: 9 AM – 4 PM; Fri. - 6PM; Sat.- 1PM; 

Wishing all of our San Francisco readers a very happy vacation.  
 

Edmund Lewandowski  

Don’t chuck “Busia” 

into the dumpster! 
By: Robert Strybel,  
Polish/Polonian Affairs Writer 
 

   Often without knowing it, we come face 

to face with history, our own ancestral 

annals, when an elderly family member 

goes on to his or her reward. In addition to 

the property left behind by loved ones 

such as homes, furnishings and cars, they 

often leave a legacy of family souvenirs, 

keepsakes and mementoes. To some this 

may be little more than useless clutter, a 

bunch of junk to be dumped or incinerated 

as soon as possible. However, before that 

happens, one thing should be considered. 

Our ancestor must have considered these 

things valuable and priceless if he or she 

decided to hang on to them all these years. 

Doesn’t their wanton destruction amount 

to chucking “Busia” (granny) into the 

dumpster? 

   Unfortunately, most Polish Americans 

begin taking an interest in their ancestral 

roots a bit too late in life when elderly 

family members are no longer around to 

ask about things. That “junk” may 

therefore be one of their last remaining 

links to their family history. Every effort 

should therefore be made to safeguard 

whatever possible for posterity. These 

may include such keepsakes as Old World 

documents (baptismal/birth certificates, 

marriage certificates, passports and 

steamship-ticket stubs), US naturalization 

papers, yellowed Old Country letters, 

funeral cards, Polonian jubilee 

publications, newspaper cuttings, etc. If 

possible, an oral narration by the oldest 

living family member can be recorded or 

written down for future reference.  

   Even if the younger set shows little 

interest in family heritage at present, some 

day some grandchild or great-grandchild 

may suddenly start wondering about his or 

her family roots. Maybe a teacher will 

assign ancestral history or a family tree as 

an essay topic or class project. If that 

occurs, the child will have something to 

fall back upon. But if these keepsakes are 

not safeguarded, they will be lost forever. 

   Other than saving family keepsakes, a 

good place to start exploring your 

ancestral ties is your Polish name itself.  

For a custom-researched analysis of the 

meaning and derivation of your surname, 

how many people use it, where they live 

and whether a coat of arms goes with it, 

you may send a $15 check (adding $5 for 

each additional surname) to the author: 

Robert Strybel, ul. Kaniowska 24, 01-529 

Warsaw, Poland. To help you get started 

you will also receive a contact list of 

genealogical leads, institutions, 

organizations, websites and other 

resources which many Polish-American 

root-tracers have found extremely helpful.  

   Also worth recommending is Rosemary 

Chorzempa’s book “Polish Roots”. It 

provides a good background for those 

getting started in genealogical exploration 

with plenty of hints, step-by-step 

instructions and valuable leads to follow 

up on.  It is available online at 

w w w . t h i g n s p o l i s h . c o m   o r 

www.polishartcenter.com The book is 

also found at Polish-American bookshops, 

import and specialty shops.   ❒ 
 

Polish émigré could 

hardly speak English 

five years ago 
 

   An article by Bob Considine on the 

TODAYShow.com contributor website tells 

about Łukasz Zbylut who has taken “the old 

college try” to a whole new level because he 

has been admitted into seven Ivy League 

schools. 

   The New York teenager, who emigrated 

from Poland only five years ago, applied to 

seven Ivy League schools - and was 

accepted by every one of them. 

   Now he‟s thrilled to further his education 

at his “dream school” of choice - Harvard. 

What, Yale wasn‟t good enough for him? 

How about Princeton? 

“I do feel sorry, and I feel awful for turning 

down such great institutions,” Zbylut told 

TODAY co-hosts Matt Lauer and Meredith 

Vieira. “But it‟s Harvard.” 

   Among the other schools he declined were 

Columbia, Dartmouth, Penn, Cornell, 

Georgetown, Stanford and New York 

University. 

   There were 10 other prominent schools 

that also accepted the ever-smiling 18-year-

old. But he knew he could only pick one. 

   “It‟s a great feeling to have,” Zbylut 

added. “And it‟s very exciting - and 

confusing, to an extent.” 
 

A class act 

   Łukasz Zbylut (pronounced Woo-KASH 

Zbeh-LOOT) was in seventh grade when he 

came to the United States. At that point, he 

admits, he had only a limited grasp of the 

English language. 

   “It‟s quite amazing that the first words you 

learn in any language are the curses,” Zbylut 

said with a laugh. “It‟s „thank you‟ and the 

curses. Someone should study that at some 

point. But I‟ve come a long way since then.” 

   Zbylut said the transition to attending 

school in the U.S. was “easier than 

expected.” 

   “Schools in Poland are very rigorous, as 

you can imagine,” he said. “When taking 

my first exam, I was constantly turning to 

the girl next to me because in Poland, 

[testing] is very collaborative. Here, it‟s the 

opposite.” 

   In addition to holding such high grades, 

Zbylut is co-captain of his school‟s United 

Nations team; founder of its debate team; 

president of its mock-trial team and editor of 

the school newspaper. And, just for kicks, 

he plays soccer. 

   With such credentials, Lauer asked, why 

did Zbylut apply to so many schools when 

he knew he‟d be accepted to so many of 

them? 

   “That isn‟t really true, especially the last 

decade,” Zbylut explained. “[It‟s] very 

competitive. We‟re into the single digits 

when it comes to acceptance rates.  

   “I thought of myself as a great candidate, 

but I was never certain of getting into a 

single one college.” 

   Zbylut plans to study politics, law and 

philosophy at Harvard. But there was one 

school that actually did turn him down - the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  

   Zbylut said he didn‟t mind the snub. 

   “I really don‟t regret it, because I would 

never be as passionate as a student they 

potentially could have given the spot to,” he 

said. “I‟m hoping that the spot they gave 

would have been to someone who is very 

passionate about politics and everything.”   

❒ 
 

__________ 


