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Les Kuczyński



Remembering the start
of WWII and the day
before it started
By: Frank Milewski
(718) 263-2700 – Ext. 105

Les S. Kuczyński, National
Executive Director of the Polish
American Congress, dies at 61.
On August 19, 2008 Les Kuczyński, the
National Executive Director and long time
officer of the Polish American Congress
(PAC) and the Polish National Alliance
(PNA), died of a serious illness.
“Les was one of those very special
people that always fight for what is right,”
said Frank Spula, the President of the
Polish American Congress, and added,
“Les was passionate about the causes that
he believed in, and compassionate about
people in need.”
Les Kuczyñski was born in Lubeck,
Germany in 1947 of parents who were
sent to Germany after the 1944 Warsaw
Uprising. Six years later, the whole family
emigrated to the USA as Displaced
Persons.
He earned a law degree from the
University of Minnesota (1972) and an
MBA (1982) from the Keller Graduate
School of Management.
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Our Lady
of the Bright Mount
Roman Catholic Church
3424 W. Adams Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90018
Schedule of Masses
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:30 & 10:00am, noon
Mon,Tue, Th, Sat - 8:00 am,
Wed, Fri - 7:30 pm
(All Masses are in Polish)

Ks. Marek Ciesielski, Proboszcz
Ks. Antoni Bury, Rezydent

(323) 734-5249

World War II began when Adolf Hitler
ordered the military forces of Nazi
Germany to invade Poland on the morning
of September 1, 1939.
His blitzkrieg was a new and barbaric
method of waging war which made
civilian men, women and children just as
much a target as any military one.
It was also a war of deception,
disinformation and falsification for which
the German Ministry for Propaganda
became notorious.
The Downstate N.Y. Division of the
Polish American Congress will
commemorate the anniversary of this
tragic event with a special memorial mass
at St. Ladislaus R.C. Church, 18
Richardson Place, Hempstead, N.Y.
Polish war veterans and survivors will
attend and take part in a reception that
follows. The public is invited.
In the months preceding WWII, the fear
of Germany‟s military power instilled a
spirit of appeasement in Europe. But
Poland stood firm. Poland became the
“First to Fight” the Germans and fought
them longer than anyone else.
It was Jozef Goebbels, the head of the
German Ministry for Propaganda, who
stated, “Don‟t tell a little lie; no one will
believe it. Tell a big lie and everyone will
believe you.”
And it was against Poland that Goebbels
first put his cynical principle to the test.
He accused Poland of starting the war and
claimed the German invasion was a
defensive act by Germany in response to
Polish aggression.

Polish American Congress
Of Southern California
Invites you to attend our monthly meeting

Sunday, September 14

-

12:30 P.M.

(Nominations for Polonia Awards which will be presented in December)

Pope John Paul Polish Center
3939 Rose Drive - Yorba Linda
Non-members of the
Polish American Congress
are welcome to attend our meetings
to see the many projects we have achieved
and are working on for Polonia.
Information: (626) 577-9797

The following letter was sent to President George W. Bush:
August 18, 2008

Dear President Bush:
As President of the Polish American Congress I am writing to offer my support for you
in the event the need arises for you to support Poland concerning a statement made last
week by a top Russian general, shortly after he learned of the completion of the United
States – Poland agreement of last Thursday for the deployment in Poland of a missile
interceptor base as part of a defensive system designed for blocking attacks by rogue
nations.
On Friday, August 8, 2008 Deputy Chief of Staff, Russian General Anatoly Nogovitsyn
stated: “Poland, by deploying (the system) is exposing itself to a strike – 100 percent”.
This remark is abhorrent to Poles and Polish
Americans. It connotes the image of past Czarist and Soviet regimes which promoted
invasion, murder, fear, Siberian hard-labor camps, and war-terrorism which people living
in contiguous states from the Baltic to the Danube and thence to the Black Sea and
Caspian Sea fought against for centuries. It is apparent that history has a tendency to
repeat itself when it comes to the Russian Federation of our 21st century.
Poland has always been a friend of the United States, dating its friendship to the
Revolutionary War, when courageous Polish men of principle and honor such as Generals
Thaddeus Koœciuszko and Casimir Pułaski heroically defended our emerging democracy
against British imperialism.
Consequently, it is the hope and expectation of Polish Americans that the United States
will not only sustain its full political and diplomatic influence for building a world-wide
consensus for condemning Russia‟s
unprincipled inordinate attack on Georgia, and equally as well for condemning Russia‟s
reckless and menacing threat to attack and destroy Poland, but also if necessary, to deploy
American military forces if needed, to protect the freedom and democracy that Poland has
fought so long to establish and retain.
On behalf of the Polish American Congress representing more than ten million
Americans of Polish descent, I want you to know that I sincerely appreciate your efforts
relating to these current developments and thank you for your support of Poland, one of
America‟s most loyal and trusted allies and friends.
Respectfully,

Frank J. Spula
President
Polish American Congress
1612 K Street, N.W. Suite 410
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 296-6955
Fax: (202) 835-1565
Web: www.polamcon.org ❒
____________

That “big lie” against Poland came the
day before the invasion on August 31st.
To make Poland look like the aggressor,
the Germans staged a mock raid on one of
their own radio stations – the station at
Gleiwitz. Germans cunningly put on
Polish uniforms, broke into the station and
sent out an anti-German message that
gave the impression Poles were attacking
Germany. To give their deception a look
of authenticity, they shot a German
convict they had forced to wear a Polish
uniform. They left behind his corpse and
announced it was a Pole shot by the
Germans defending themselves against
the Polish intrusion.
“And it wasn‟t only the German liars
who waged war against Poland,” said
Michael Preisler, a Polish Catholic the
Gestapo arrested in 1941 and sent to
Auschwitz when he was a prisoner until
the war ended.
“Just two weeks after the German
attack, the Communists of the Soviet
Union invaded from the East. They were
called „Masters of Deceit‟ and with good
reason.”
These two mortal enemies of Poland –
the Nazis and the Communists – brought
death and devastation for nearly six long
years. By the time the war had ended, six
million Polish citizens were dead – three
million Polish Jews and three million
Polish Christians. Even though the bombs
and the bullets eventually stopped, the
anti-Polish falsehoods did not. It seems
the lies had taken on a life of their own
and continue even to this day.
As co-chair of the Holocaust
Documentation Committee of the Polish
American Congress, Preisler devotes
much of his time attempting to correct the
repeated misstatements he encounters
about that period of history in which the
Germans almost killed him. The
irresponsible accusation he hears the most

and demands so much of his time to rebut
is the constant reference to German death
camps as “Polish” death camps.
“It‟s as if the media wants to exonerate
the Germans from their guilt and blame
the Polish people for the German
atrocities,” he said. Does such Holocaust
dishonesty instigate prejudice against his
ethnic group? Preisler thinks so. He cited
the case of a well-known Protestant
minister from Texas who authored a book
accusing Polish people like Preisler of
building the ovens of Auschwitz to burn
Jews in them.
It was the most “ridiculous” thing
Preisler says he ever heard. “The largest
group murdered in Auschwitz were Jews.
We were the second largest group. This
minister was blaming Catholics like me
for the crimes the Germans committed,”
he said.
Because of the pressure Preisler‟s
committee exerted, the minister removed
the fraudulent statement from the book.
“But by repeating such nonsense he
undoubtedly was told by someone else, he
needlessly tarnished his own credibility
and reputation,” said Preisler.
Another version of such anti-Polish
libels is the claim that Poles asked the
Germans to set up concentration camps in
Poland so the Poles could watch the Jews
be burned. “When they make these false
accusations they are very careful to make
sure nothing is mentioned about the fact
Poles like me were also prisoners in these
camps,” said Preisler. “It‟s a malicious
attack and its intent is clearly to deceive
the American public.”
Commemorating the start of World War
II is a somber occasion for New York‟s
Polish Americans. “It also should be for
everyone else. It was a tragedy for the
entire world and historians should pledge
to record it accurately and honestly,” he
said. ❒

