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Polish American Congress 
Of Southern California  

  

Invites you to attend our monthly meeting 

Sunday, March 29    -    1:30 P.M. 
  

Our Lady of the Bright Mount Church Rectory  
(Lower Level) 

3424 W. Adams Blvd.   -   Los Angeles 
  

Non-members of the 

Polish American Congress 

are welcome to attend our meetings 

to see the many projects we have achieved 

and are working on for Polonia. 
  

Information: (626) 577-9797 

PAC Participates in Los Angeles                           

Religious Education Conference      By: Betsy Cepielik 

L. Natalia KamiŒska, Betsy Cepielik, Bishop Oscar Solis, and Fe Musgrove - coordinator 
 

   The Archdiocese of Los Angeles sponsored what is probably the largest conference 

of Religious Education in the U.S. February 26 - March 1. The event was held at and 

filled the Anaheim Convention Center in Anaheim. There were attendees from all 

over the west and exhibitors from all over the country. Approximately 30,000 people 

attended the conference. There were continuous lectures in the numerous meeting 

rooms. Between lectures, the guests could view the many exhibits, shop for religious 

objects, eat, or sit outside in the sun. 

   This was the second year that the Polish American Congress - S. Cal. has 

participated in the conference. This has been due to the influence of PAC President 

Richard WideryŒski and his participation with Natalia KamiŒska in the Ethnic 

Ministries Council created by Bishop Oscar Solis. The PAC sponsored an exhibit (the 

best one there) of Poland and Polonia. Michael Dutkowski provided many poster 

board displays on local activities, as well as Polish history, the Pope, and the 

Solidarity movement. A huge painting of Our Lady of Czňstochowa (on loan from the 

Pope John Paul Center in Yorba Linda) was a real eye-catcher and crowd pleaser. 

Many stopped to photograph Our Lady and ask where they could purchase a copy of 

this painting. The Polish Consulate very generously contributed many take-home 

items: booklets about Poland, CDs, DVDs, etc. There were also copies of the News of 

Polonia available. 

   Next to the Polish booth was the Lithuanian display. The Lithuanians have their 

own church in the area (the only one in the west), and had literature about it, as well 

as Lithuanian handcrafts. To the right of them were the Hungarians and the Italians. 

There were many Central and South American countries, as well as African, Pacific 

Islanders, and Native Americans with displays (all part of the Los Angeles 

Archdiocese.) 

It was amazing how many people came to see the exhibit and wanted to talk about 

their Polish ancestry. Many had the same story - how they had not practiced the 

Polish customs, but remembered them from their childhoods. They were all eager to 

learn more. 

   The exhibit was set up by Richard WideryŒski, Michael Dutkowski, Marty 

Cepielik, and Greg Chilecki (Commissioner of PNA District 16.) On Friday, February 

26, Marty and Betsy Cepielik and Natalia KamiŒska (local Polish Radio Hour 

personality) manned the booth. Saturday was covered by Richard WideryŒski, 

Michael Dutkowski, and Theresa Dudzick. The Sunday closing was covered by 

Richard WideryŒski and Grace Mağolepsza. 

   This was a very worthwhile and exciting experience. Thanks to Richard 

WideryŒski and Bishop Oscar Solis for initiating this program.    

 

__________ 

Californians of Polish 

descent urged to 

energetically engage in 

the National Campaign 

for admitting Poland to 

our State Departmentôs 

Visa Waiver Program 
 

   Today, the citizens of almost every 

country making up the European Union 

can travel to the United States visa-free. 

Polish citizens cannot. Polish citizens, in a 

practical sense therefore, are placed by 

our nationôs State Department into a 

category of somewhat undesirable, third-

class (or less) travelers along with the 

citizens of Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus, 

and Malta.  

   Poland ï the country whose finest sons, 

Tadeusz KoŜciuszko and Kazimierz 

Puğaski, men of principle and honor, 

served in Americaôs ñGlorious Causeò 

with great distinction -- deserves better 

than this from the United States. 

   Poland ï a friend and loyal ally of the 

United States during World War II 

fighting for the defeat of Nazi Germany, a 

friend and unofficial ally during the ñCold 

Warò struggling for the demise of 

communism in East Central Europe, a 

friend and ally of the United States in Iraq 

and Afghanistan and elsewhere in todayôs 

21st century fight against the mindless 

brutality of radical Islamists and terrorists 

ï deserves better than this from the United 

States. 

   Wishing and hoping for matters to 

change, however, is pointless. Americans 

of Polish descent ï especially those in 

California, I propose -- must engage in 

political action and do it quickly. 

   The current ñPilotò version of the Visa 

Waiver Program expires in June 2009. As 

such, Californiaôs senior Senator Diane 

Feinstein is working on new legislation 

that would include, if enacted, even more 

stringent restrictions for entry into the 

Program. The key to her modifications 

will be to reduce the so-called ñrefusal 

rateò to 3%. Five years ago, Polandôs 

ñrefusal rateò was in the 30% range. Since 

then, it has worked to reduce it to a range 

just above 11%. With Feinsteinôs 

proposed 3% refusal rate, Poland likely 

would never be admitted to the Program. 

   Why should Poland be held to a 

potential 3% refusal rate when the post-

communist governments of the Czech 

Republic, Slovakia, Estonia, Latvia, and 

Lithuania, for example, were held to a 

10% refusal rate? Could it be tied to 

external sources seeking retribution for 

Polandôs perceived irresolution in the 

matter of compensation for private 

property confiscated during the Nazi and 

Communist regimes of last century? 

   Though we each have our opinions in 

the    matter    at    the   basis   of   Senator  
 

Visa Waiver to page 9 

Auschwitz survivor: 

ñHolocaust dishonesty 

worse than everò 
Contact:  Frank Milewski  
(718) 263-2700 ï Ext. 105 
 

   Much of the information given the 

public about the Holocaust is often 

unreliable and even fraudulent, according 

to a Polish Catholic who spent over three 

years as a prisoner of Hitlerôs SS in the 

dreaded German concentration camp at 

Auschwitz. 

   ñNowhere else is Holocaust history as 

distorted and as misrepresented as it is 

about Poland,ò says Michael Preisler who 

has been trying to set the record straight 

for nearly twenty-five years. 

   One way he does it is through the 

educational efforts of the New York-

based Holocaust Documentation 

Committee of which he is a founder. The 

group is part of the Polish American 

Congress. 

   Holocaust deniers have always been 

around misleading everyone with their 

special kind of Holocaust dishonesty.  

What troubles Preisler most is that some 

of it is coming from sources expected to 

be trustworthy and objective.  ñItôs now 

become worse than ever,ò he says.   

   Preisler was a teenager living in Poland 

when World War II broke out with the 

German invasion of his country in 1939.  

He quickly learned how brutal and bloody 

the German occupation could be and how 

much the Christians and Jews of Poland 

would have to suffer.   

   Determined to fight the Germans in 

every way he could, he joined the Polish 

underground resistance, the largest and 

most effective resistance in all of German-

occupied Europe. Unfortunately, the 

Gestapo caught up with him for his anti-

Nazi activities, beat him and then shipped 

him out to Auschwitz.   

   Itôs no wonder Preisler got upset a few 

weeks ago when a Protestant minister in 

Springfield, Missouri made false 

accusations against the people of wartime 

Poland, a predominantly Catholic country. 

They were published in a local 

newspaper, the Springfield News-Leader.   

   The Protestant  pastor claimed 

ñGermany and Poland orchestrated the 

Holocaustò and the majority of Jews died 

in Poland ñat the hands of their Christian 

neighbors and countrymen.ò  As 

preposterous as these charges were,  the 

paper printed them without any challenge 

or question. 

   This is not the first time Preisler has 

witnessed such outrageous anti-Polish and 

anti-Catholic falsifications made by some 

irresponsible Protestant clergy.   

   ñThe same kind of nonsenseò appeared 

several years ago in a book authored by a 

well-known TV evangelist from Texas. 

ñHe was very kind and forgiving to the 

Germans who ran Auschwitz where the 

largest number of victims were Jews and 

the Poles were second largest. Instead of 

blaming the Germans, he wrote that Poles 

like me were responsible for the ovens of 

Auschwitz,ò said Preisler. 

   The Texan backed down and promised 

to remove the falsehoods from the next 

edition of his book after Preisler kept 

hounding him and admonishing him for 

ñbearing false witness.ò   

   Current Holocaust commentary has 

begun to brazenly reveal what Preisler 

suspects is ña disturbing and growing anti-

Catholic biasò which disguises its 

underlying religious prejudice by picking 

a prominent Catholic country like Poland 

as a target for unfounded and malicious 

accusations.  

   Because clergymen are authority figures 

for many individuals, Preisler believes 

their statements ï and their misstatements 

ï are usually accepted as credible. This is 

why he says this latest misrepresentation 

is of so much concern to him. 

   Preisler admits the possibility the 

Missouri pastor may have spoken out of  

pathetic ignorance rather than evil intent. 

And that raises the question: Who gave 

him such misinformation? Who lied to 

him? 

   On the chance it may have been 

ignorance, Preisler had his Holocaust 

Documentation Committee send a copy of 

ñThe Forgotten Holocaust ï The Poles 

Under German Occupation 1939-1945ò 

by Richard Lukas to the Springfield News

-Leader. 

   The Committee asked the editors to read 

the book and pass it on to the pastor ñto 

give them and the pastor the historical 

truth which they have shown to be so 

glaringly absent from their understanding 

of the Holocaust and the terrible tragedy 

the Jews and Christians of Poland shared 

together.ò     

 

__________ 
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