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A Petition Seeking Sponsorship and Passage in the California State Legislature of a  

Joint Resolution Supporting the Republic of Poland Being Granted Visa Waiver Status  
 

We, the undersigned American citizens of Polish descent along with our other American friends of varying ethnicities in the great state of 

California, ask for your support in our state’s legislature for the sponsorship of the aforementioned proposed Joint Resolution for the 

following reasons: 

Poland, a loyal ally of the United States in NATO, has supported our nation’s war against terrorism with its ground forces from 

inception of current American involvement in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere. 

Citizens of Poland, however, who travel to the United States to attend family weddings, baptisms, graduations, and funerals, for 

example, are required by our government to have visas. 

In contrast, citizens of France, Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Spain and 

Austria, for example, are able to travel to the United States without visas. 

Poles first arrived in Jamestown in 1608; Thaddeus Kościuszko and Casimir Pulaski fought with great distinction for the 

“Glorious Cause” of American freedom and independence in our Revolutionary War. 

Consequently, we Americans of Polish descent in California who number 491,325 according to the 2000 U.S. Census are 

troubled, as are our other fellow American friends of varying ethnicities, by the apparent disregard on the part of our federal 

government of Poland’s significant contributions to the spread of democracy and political stability in Central and Eastern 

Europe, despite the fact that our prior President described Poland as being one of America’s best friends in Europe on several 

occasions.   

Accordingly, we join our fellow Americans of Polish descent, all of whom nationally number more than ten million, in this 

national effort to engage our state legislatures in support of the federal matter of facilitating Visa Waiver status for Poland by 

way of state legislative resolutions and federal action. 

To date, the state legislatures of Massachusetts (May 2004), New Jersey (October 2004), Vermont (January 2005), Pennsylvania 

(April 2005), Connecticut (May 2005, Senate only), Maine (May 2005), Nebraska (June 2005), and New York (June 2005), 

Ohio (June 2005), Michigan (June 2006), Arizona (April 2007) and Illinois (October 2007) have passed either joint resolutions 

or separate resolutions in one of their legislative branches, and in one case, a unicameral legislative resolution, urging the 

President and the Congress of the United States to grant Visa Waiver status for the Republic of Poland, thereby extending both 

equitable and honorable treatment to a proven friend and loyal ally of the United States of America. Fair play is the American 

way! The state resolutions above support that principle. 

No other Americans of European descent have had to seek the support of our nation’s state legislatures. 
 

Please help us in this national campaign to admit Poland to the Visa Waiver Program. Thank you. 
 

First and Last Name:                               Street Address:                   City/Town/ZIP:             Date: 

1.______________________________________________ 

2.______________________________________________ 

3.______________________________________________ 

4.______________________________________________ 

5.______________________________________________ 

6.______________________________________________ 

7.______________________________________________ 

8.______________________________________________ 

9.______________________________________________ 

10._____________________________________________ 
 

 

Please present this completed petition to:         
 

NEWS OF POLONIA                                2245 Colorado Boulevard 104-177                      Pasadena, CA 91107 
   

      POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS 3424  Adams Blvd.    Los Angeles, CA  90018 
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Feinstein’s obstructionism, speculation 

and accusation will get us nowhere, in my 

opinion. What will get us where we want 

to be is to work for the sponsorship and 

passage of a Visa Waiver for Poland Joint 

Resolution in your state Legislature. To 

the point, Californians of Polish descent 

should work to embarrass Diane Feinstein 

by identifying, in concert with the Polish 

American Congress, legislative sponsors 

in Sacramento.  

   You should work to organize yourselves 

as Americans of Polish descent in 

California to vote against her whenever 

her next re-election campaign bid comes 

up. But that’s another story and project. 

Let’s concentrate on the matter at hand. 

   Nearly five years ago, Americans of 

Polish descent in Massachusetts began the 

process in May 2004 that led to the first-in 

the-nation passage of a Visa Waiver for 

Poland Joint Resolution by the 

Massachusetts Legislature. The 

Resolution “memorialized” the President 

and Congress of the United States to 

facilitate the admission of Poland to the 

Visa Waiver Program.  

   After Massachusetts (always first to 

fight; remember Lexington, Concord, and 

Bunker Hill in 1775?), New Jersey 

followed with a Joint Resolution in 

October 2004; Vermont in January 2004; 

Pennsylvania in April 2005; Maine in 

May 2005; New York in June 2005; Ohio 

in June 2005; Michigan in June 2006; 

Arizona in April 2007; and Illinois in 

October 2007. Connecticut’s Senate 

passed a Resolution in May 2005; and 

Nebraska’s unicameral Legislature passed 

a Resolution in June 2005.  

   Maine, Nebraska, and Vermont, please 

note, do not have Divisions of the Polish 

A m e r i c a n  C o n g r e s s  w h e r e a s 

Massachusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 

Connecticut, New York, Ohio, Michigan, 

Arizona, and Illinois do. That makes the 

campaign even more of a singular 

achievement because someone in a suburb 

of Boston on the Executive Committee of 

the Polish American Congress identified 

and enlisted legislators in those three 

states by email, telephone, and fax 

communications. 

   No other European ethnic group was 

forced to engage in seeking the support of 

Resolutions passed by state legislatures 

for getting their ancestral homelands into 

the Visa Waiver Program. We Polish 

Americans, therefore, are unique, and as 

far as I am concerned, are also blessed 

with ever-growing experience in dealing 

with state legislatures as an approach to 

overcoming obstructionists to Poland’s 

admission in our federal governments. 

   This, therefore, has been and with the 

enlistment and productivity of California 

hopefully, will continue to be a successful 

battle fought by the Polish American 

Congress on behalf of American Polonia. 

No one else fights this Polonia battle on a 

national level. The Polish American 

Congress does, and I am proud to have 

played a major role in that ongoing battle. 

   The February 2009 edition of the News 

of Polonia included a special petition 

drawn up by the Polish American 

Congress to gather signatures of 

Californians of Polish descent seeking 

sponsorship and passage in the state 

legislature of a Visa Waiver for Poland 

Resolution. An uninformed person might 

question the necessity of seeking 

sponsorship and passage of such a Joint 

Resolution by California’s Legislature.  

   The answer is simple. A Visa Waiver 

for Poland Joint Resolution will 

embarrass and pressure your senior 

United States Senator, Diane Feinstein, to 

rethink, modify, or ideally, abandon, her 

obstructionist attitude, politely speaking, 

if not flagrant prejudice against Poland in 

particular being admitted to our nation’s 

Visa Waiver Program. To ignore or 

disregard the passage of a Visa Waiver for 

Poland Joint Resolution by her colleagues, 

albeit state-level, in Sacramento, might 

well influence them negatively. The 

passage of such a Resolution, therefore, 

will make her uncomfortable politically.  

   This is precisely why Americans of 

Polish descent must vigorously engage in 

collecting signatures in great numbers. 

   Completed petitions must be returned to 

Richard Wideryński, President of our 

Southern California Division of the Polish 

American Congress, to Zdzisław 

Zakrzewski, President of our Northern 

California Division, and thanks to Marty 

Cepielik, returned to the News of Polonia 

as well. They, in turn, will send all 

original completed forms to the Polish 

American Congress - Washington, DC 

office ideally before April 1. 

   In the meantime, Dr. Barbara 

Borzuchowska Andersen, Director of 

Research, who manages that Office, and I 

will be working to identify likely sponsors 

for the proposed Visa Waiver for Poland 

Joint Resolution. Once identified and 

contacted by us, and assured by them that 

they will follow through, the petitions will 

make their way back to California en 

masse for presentation to the legislative 

sponsors in Sacramento. The details of 

that presentation are yet to be finalized. 

   What happens after April 1  will follow  

in another issue of the News of Polonia, 

but as for now: 

 TAKE THE FIRST BIG STEP IN 

CALIFORNIA!  

 COLLECT SIGNATURES (AS HAD 

BEEN DONE IN ARIZONA WHICH 

LED TO PASSAGE OF A VISA 

WAIVER FOR POLAND JOINT 

RESOLUTION THERE IN APRIL 

2007) AND COLLECT THEM SOON! 

APRIL 1 IS THE TARGET DATE.  

 ADD CALIFORNIA TO THE 

HONOR ROLL OF STATES THAT 

ALREADY HAVE PASSED VISA 

WAIVER FOR POLAND 

RESOLUTIONS! 
 

Thank you! 

Anthony J. Bajdek 
 

National Vice President for American 

Affairs, Polish American Congress 

President, Polish American Congress of 

Eastern Massachusetts 

President, American Association of the 

Friends of Kościuszko at West Point 

Associate Dean (ret.) and Senior Lecturer 

in History, Northeastern University   ❒ 

 

__________ 
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