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Janek 

PMC Concert Review 
By: Kenneth Requa 
 

   During the Bacewicz Centenary Concert 

on Saturday, March 28, the Polish Music 

Center at USC’s Thornton School of Music 

celebrated two women who have left their 

marks on Polish music in different but 

significant ways. Honoring the 100th 

anniversary of the birth of Grażyna 

Bacewicz and the recent passing of PMC 

Founder Wanda Wilk, the concert at 

Newman Recital Hall was a fitting tribute to 

both of these extraordinary women.    

   After a brief introduction by PMC 

Director Marek Żebrowski, Diane Wilk-

Burch offered a touching remembrance of 

her mother, who was certainly “smiling 

down at everybody who is here at the 

concert.” As Ms. Wilk-Burch read a page 

from her mother’s voluminous notes and 

reflections, her words showcased the late 

Mrs. Wilk’s deep love of music as well as 

her great appreciation for musical humor.  

   As one of the most celebrated female 

Polish composers, and one of the most 

prolific, Bacewicz’s works offer virtuosic 

challenges to the performer yet remain 

instantly accessible and enjoyable by any 

audience. Such was the case with this all-

Bacewicz program, which featured 

selections that demonstrated the composer’s 

range of musical expression and her facility 

with multiple forms and ensembles. The 

Luther Quartet opened the afternoon with an 

impressive performance of the String 

Quartet No. 4, a composition that won 

Bacewicz the First Prize at the International 

Composers Competition in 1951. This piece 

features a remarkable range of emotion, and 

the performers deftly brought this to life to 

the delight of the audience. 

   The second composition on the program, 

Sonata No. 2 for piano, is an example of the 

composer pushing the performer technically 

as well as emotionally, and challenging the 

audience with more dense and complex 

tones. Susan Svrček gave a lively 

performance, clearly taking delight in the 

energy and richness of the material. 

   The afternoon concluded with a 

performance of an earlier work, the Quintet 

for Winds. Bacewicz was only 24 years old 

when she composed this piece, and it 

maintains a youthful playfulness while 

demonstrating her emerging talent for 

composition. The performance by Midnight 

Winds was a rousing finale to the afternoon. 

Taken as a whole, this celebratory concert 

demonstrated both the enduring qualities of 

Grażyna Bacewicz’s music and the lasting 

effect of Wanda Wilk’s mission to preserve 

and promote the work of Polish composers. 
 

   Kenneth Requa comes from a deeply 

musical family and has a background in 

piano, saxophone and bassoon. He currently 

works in post-production for film and 

television. He is an honorary Pole by 

marriage.   ❒ 

A Tribute  

to Wanda Wilk 
By: Betsy Cepielik 
 

   On March 28 a concert was held at the 

University of Southern California, as a 

tribute to the late Wanda Wilk, founder of 

the Polish Music Reference Center and 

Library at USC. 

   Polish Music Center Director Marek 

Żebrowski welcomed the guests, and 

stressed that it is up to the Polish 

Community to continue the work of Wanda 

Wilk. 

   Wanda’s daughter Diane Wilk thanked 

those who were present, and said that her 

mother would have loved to be there, but 

had a “previous engagement at Forest Lawn 

Cemetery.” Her mother took great joy in life 

and in music. She always believed in being 

natural. She and her work will be 

remembered for many generations to come.   

   Diane was accompanied by her husband 

Michael Birch and their triplets. 

   An excellent concert and reception 

followed.   ❒ 

 

__________ 

Consul General of the 

Republic of Poland,  

The Honorable  

Paulina Kapuścińska 

cordially invites the public 

to the Celebration of 

Poland’s Constitution and 

the 20th Anniversary of the 

Collapse of Communism 
 

   Poland’s National Day will begin with 

official remarks from Consul Kapuścińska 

and will be attended by members of the 

diplomatic corps in Los Angeles as well 

as by Los Angeles City and County 

officials.  

   A concert by pianist Mr. Marek 

Tomaszewski will follow.  

   Marek Tomaszewski was born in 

Poland. He studied at the Warsaw 

Academy of Music with Professor 

Drzewiecki. He was a member of the 

legendary piano duet “Marek & Wacek”, 

he performed in numerous concerts 

throughout Europe and North America. 

Since the mid 1970s Mr. Tomaszewski 

has lived in France, where he records and 

continues to perform as a soloist. For this 

appearance, Mr. Tomaszewski selected a 

program of his own piano transcripts of 

two seminal works in musical literature of 

the twentieth century, Carl Orff’s 

Carmina Burana, and Igor Stravinsky’s 

Rite of Spring.  

   The Celebration will be held on 

Monday, May 4 – 7:00 p.m. at the Eli & 

Edythe Broad Stage Auditorium, 1310 

Eleventh Street (corner of Santa Monica 

Boulevard), Santa Monica, California. 

Limited seating (500 only), we will work 

on first come, first served basis Free 

admission. Limited free parking on-site 

with additional on-street parking. 
 

Further information:      

culture@consulplla.org or 

mailing.list@consulplla.org  

310  442 8500 x 109  

Polish Club of Laguna 

Woods Celebrates 9th 

Anniversary and Easter 
By: Betsy Cepielik 
 

   On April 5 the Polish Club of Laguna 

Woods and guests gathered at one of the 

luxurious clubhouses to celebrate their 

Ninth Anniversary and Easter. 

  President and Club Founder Irena Lawyer 

welcomed the members and guests, 

followed by an Invocation by Chaplain 

Dolores Stolle.  Next was the Polish custom 

of sharing eggs and greetings. 

   A sumptuous Polish Easter Buffet came 

next – with the traditional deviled eggs, 

salmon, herring, and numerous other 

delicacies. A gourmet lunch of salmon or 

lamb was next, accompanied by wine 

(donated by Allison and Toni Gmitruk). The 

meal concluded with an anniversary cake 

and champagne. Mrs. Lawyer introduced the 

guests present. New members are always 

welcome. Many of the members are not 

Polish, but enjoy participating in the 

wonderful Polish customs. 

   Entertainment was provided by 14 year-

old pianist Gabrielle Siepen. who began her 

piano studies at age nine. Her program 

included selections by Bach, Beethoven, 

Chopin, Liszt, Rachmaninoff, and 

concluded with “Sonata II Toccata” by 

Grazyna Bacewicz. The audience showed 

their appreciation with a a standing ovation. 

Gabrielle is a very gifted young musician. 

   All of the march and April birthdays were 

acknowledged. (Mrs. Lawyer always sends 

a personal card to all of the members on 

their birthdays.) Then there was a very 

special Sto Lat to Irena Lawyer. Her 

daughter, son-in-law, and grandson were 

there to help celebrate. 

   The event ended with a raffle of a 

beautiful basket donated by Town Centre 

Travel. The raffle was to support the Crazy 

Horse Memorial Foundation. As always, 

this was a very lovely and enjoyable event. 

Sto lat to Irena Lawyer. 

   The next major event will be on 

September 20 – a commemoration program 

for the 70th Anniversary of the Beginning of 

World War II. 

   For more information, Irena Lawyer may 

be reached at Irena55@comline.com.   ❒ 

 

__________ 

Buchananôs pro-German 

and anti-Polish book 

ñThe Unnecessary Warò 
By: Iwo Cyprian Pogonowski 
www.pogonowski.com 
 

   Patrick J. Buchanan writes falsely in his 

book: “Churchill, Hitler, and the 

Unnecesary War” (Crown Publishers, 2008, 

ISBN 978-0-307-40515-9) that there were 

two main causes of the decline of the West, 

namely the declaration of war on Germany 

in 1914 and British guarantees to Poland in 

March 1939, which according to Buchanan, 

gave an opportunity to the “reckless” Poles 

to start the Second World War. 

   The truth is, that facing German 

mobilization, which started on July 31, 

1914, Russia also mobilized. Then on 

August 1, 1914, the already fully mobilized 

Germany, declared war on Russia, by means 

of an ultimatum, which stated that if Russia 

does not demobilize within 12 hours, 

Germany will (and actually did) attack 

Russia. Thereby Germany started the actual 

fighting of the First World War. 

   Next day on August 2, 1914, German 

ultimatum to Belgium demanded free 

passage in order to attack France the 

Germans hoped to defeat as quickly, as they 

did in 1871. The defeat of Russia by 

Germany and German colonization of 

Russia, similar to British colonization of 

India, was to take a longer time, according 

to Aleksander Guczkow, defense minister in 

Kerensky’s government.  

   According to Guchkov, the Germans 

wanted to treat Russia like the British 

treated India, so they could build the 

“German Empire from the Rhine River to 

Vladivostok” in competition for world 

domination against the British Empire. The 

Germans wanted to end British control of 

the seas. A German victory was to promote 

Germany from s number three colonial 

power to number one.      

   Loosing on the western front, Germans 

had to temporarily give up the building of 

the “German Empire from the Rhine River 

to Vladivostok” and move their troops from 

the Russian front to the western front in 

France. In order to do so, the German 

government recruited Lenin, a revolutionary 

refugee in Switzerland  to start a revolution 

in Russia so the German army could have 

more soldiers for combat in France.  

   Six million dollars in gold was brought 

from Germany by Lenin, and twenty million 

dollars in gold from New York was brought 

on board of the ship Christiana Fiord by 

Leon Trotsky (Lev Davidovich Bronstein) 

for the financing of the Bolshevik takeover 

of the government in St Petersburg. It 

happened simply by hiring, for that purpose, 

local organized criminal gangs. The 

unwanted Bolshevik government had to use 

terror in order to stay in power.  

   True to Lenin’s mission, the Bolshevik 

government surrendered to Germany at 

Brest Litovsk on February 9, 1918 and 

formally agreed to make Russia a vassal of 

Germany as the first step towards building 

of the “German Empire from the Rhine 

River to Vladivostok.”  

   Social revolutionary party considered 

Lenin a traitor, and on August 30, 1918 he 

was shot by Dora Kaplan and had one of his 

lungs punctured. On July 6, 1918 German 

Ambassador, count von Mirbach, was killed 

in Moscow. Some 200 social revolutionaries 

were executed as a reprisal. On July 30, 

1918 Field Marshal von Eichhorn, German 

commander in the Ukraine and his aid capt. 

von Dressler were killed by a bomb thrown 

in the streets of Kiev by social revolutionary 

Boris Danskio. On August 31 British 

embassy was sacked by Bolsheviks in 

Petrograd and British attaché, capt. Gromie, 

was killed. Russia was not about to be 

colonized by Germany.    

   German capitulation on the Western Front 

on November 11, 1918, postponed the 

grandiose German plans to colonize Russia 

till 1939 and Hitler’s “best case scenario” 

starting with the annexation of the Ukraine. 

Before the shooting started Hitler told the 

representative of the League of Nations, 

Jacob Burkhardt, in August of 1939, that if 

the West is too stupid to understand that 

Hitler’s purpose is to destroy Soviet Russia, 

then  Hitler  would  join  Russia  in  order  to  
 

Pogonowski - Buchanan to page 14 
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