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achieved during her lifetime more than a
century ago, and we continue to honor her
today. We are not here to dwell on her
passing, but to celebrate her life.
Just as Modjeska hosted and entertained
friends and family on these very grounds, we
invite you to the table. Please enjoy your
lunch. The formal program will commence
at 12:45.

Agendja artystyczna - Partus

Consul General Paulina Kapuścińska
stated that she had been to Arden in 2005
and finds it to be a very meaningful part of
Polish history. She lauded the
accomplishment of preserving and
maintaining this Historical Landmark. The
Polish Minister of Culture and Heritage will
be visiting Arden the following week, as he
is coming for the Polish Film Festival. Ms.
Kapuścińska said that Helena Modjeska was
truly unique, and reminded all that because
of the partitions, there was no Poland in the
early 1900’s, yet she was truly Polish. The
Consul General presented President
Płochocka a bag-full of gifts from Poland,
including Polish books and art.
Helena Modjeska’s son was Ralph
Modjeski (noted architect and designer of
bridges.) Her family all loved the Arden
home. Ralph’s marriage took place there.
According to the pamphlet, Modjeska and
her husband Count Karol Chłapowski
purchased a half interest in the homestead
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prior to 1888, when they bought the
remaining part, plus additional land. With
the help of Stanford White (who worked
from sketches and pictures), they made a
substantial addition to the original dwelling.
The Chłapowskis spent vacations and
retirement at the home from 1888 until
1906, just before her final theatrical tour.
They often entertained friends, such as
Henryk Sienkiewicz there. They sold the
home in 1906. At first it served as a country
club, until purchased by Carrie and Charles
Walker of Long Beach in 1923. They were
the owners for 63 years. Arden is a part of
the Orange County Park System, a State of
California Historical Landmark, and
National Historical Landmark.
Amazingly, the 88 year old Charles
Walker was located and present at the
program. He recalled fond memories of his
years at Arden – especially the quiet… and
listening to the birds sing. Also present
were the great-great granddaughter and
great-great grandson of the Chłapowskis.
There were readings by Yvonne Boehm
and Pamela Harrell. Violinist Beata
Kardewicz gave an outstanding
performance, with selections from Ogiński,
Sewern, Chopin, Wieniawski, and
Bacewicz. The program concluded with a
dramatic presentation by Ewa Boryczko.
Ms. Boryczko resides in Los Angeles, and
hopes to further her stage acting with this
Modjeska project with which she is very
passionate.
CLOSING REMARKS (Mrs. Płochocki):
The legacy of Helena Modjeska is
everywhere, with places and things being
named in her honor. Here are just a few
that I would like to share with you:
Modjeska Canyon, Modjeska Canyon Road,
Modjeska Grade road Modjeska Peak,
Modjeska Falls (near Lake Tahoe),
Modjeska Theatre in Milwaukee, Modjeska
Playhouse in Rancho Santa Margarita,
Helena Street in Anaheim and, most
recently, Modjeska Street in Irvine.
And we can’t forget those delicious
“Modjeska” candies that are being made to
this day.
A World War II Liberty ship was also named
after Helena Modjeska.

The Entertainment
for the Celebration
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Our Lady
of the Bright Mount
Roman Catholic Church
3424 W. Adams Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90018
Schedule of Masses
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00, noon & 18:30
Mon,Tue, Th, Sat - 8:00 am,
Wed, Fri - 7:30 pm
(All Masses are in Polish)

Ks. Marek Ciesielski, Proboszcz
Ks. Ryszard Bucholc, Assystent
Ks. Antoni Bury, Rezydent
Beata Kardewicz

(323) 734-5249

Arizona
New homes from

$180,000.00
With small down
payments
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Ewa Boryczko
Of the 1700 Liberty ships that were built to
transport troops, only 100 were named after
women, and the criteria for naming a ship
was that the person had to be a notable
American.
We invite you to assist us in continuing
Modjeska’s legacy into the 21st Century.
Helena Modjeska was one of the first
“stars” to be approved by the City of
Anaheim for their Walk of Stars, which is at
the entrance of Disneyland.
We are currently raising the funds to
cover the cost of the star, which is $15,000.
We welcome your contributions to help us
achieve this goal. Contributors will be
invited to the Star dedication in Anaheim,
which we desire to accomplish in 2009, the
Year of Modjeska.
Before we once again open the house for
tours, on behalf of the Helena Modjeska
Foundation, I would like to take a moment
to thank our performers and guest speakers,
and extend our heartfelt gratitude to our
phenomenal park rangers, Lynn Miles and
Cathi Schrader, and our incredible Arden
volunteers. We could not have experienced
such a wonderful day without their hard
work and dedication.
Thank you for joining us on this very special
occasion.
Kudos to Linda Płochocki and the Helena
Modjeska Foundation for their fine work.
Memberships in the Foundation are
available for $25-$250 (tax deductible) P.O.
Box 9582, Newport Beach, CA 92658. ❒

Free Consultations
√ Free services for buyers
√ We’ll help you find the best
Available loan for your budget

Stan Żarkowski
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