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News of Polonia

Pasadena, California April 2009

Polish American Congress
Day on Capitol Hill
Polish American Congress, Washington
DC, April 2 -- On March 24th and 25th,
2009, selected members of the Executive
Committee of the Polish American Congress
(PAC) met in Washington for the first-ever
“Polish American Congress Day on Capitol
Hill”. The two-day event was an effort to
increase the awareness of the new U.S.
Administration and members of Congress
about key issues that are of greatest concern
to the Polish American community and to
the Organization – one of the largest and
oldest Polish ethnic associations in the
United States.
The PAC delegation was made up of
Frank Spula, President; Anthony Bajdek,
Vice President for the American Agenda;
Bo¿ena Kamiński, Vice President for the
Polish Agenda; Debbie Majka, Vice
President for Cultural Affairs; Dr. Susanne
Lotarski, President of the PAC Metropolitan
Area Division, and Dr. Barbara B.
Andersen, Director of Research at the PAC
Washington D.C. Office.
On March 24th, the group met with Jeff
Hovenier, newly appointed director for
Central and Eastern European Affairs at the
National Security Council. The main topics
of the conversation spanned the inclusion of
Poland in the Visa Waiver Program (VWP)
to issues relating to the missile shield
defense system in Poland and cooperation
between the Administration and the Polish
American Congress.
Hovenier assured the PAC delegation that
the issue of inclusion of Poland in the Visa
Waiver Program is one of the matters that
are important to the Administration and, as
such, will be addressed in the near future.
This will occur, he said, after more
extensive analysis of the issue and after the
transition period ends, when all key
positions in the Administration are filled.
During the same session, matters
pertaining to various aspects of the missile
shield defense system, were also addressed,
especially ones that deal with Poland‟s
security vis-ŕ-vis Russia and Russia‟s
interests and “appetites” in Central and
Eastern Europe. In this regard, the
Administration strongly emphasized that
Poland is consistently considered one of the
most faithful allies of the United States and
its interests will not be overlooked.
The day concluded with a meeting at the
Polish Embassy with Ambassador Robert
Kupiecki, Deputy Chief of Mission
Wojciech Flera, Head of Consular Division
Włodzimierz Sulgostowski and other
members of the embassy staff, during which
the Ambassador presented the delegation
with the Polish perspective on the key issues
of transatlantic relations as well as selected
elements of US-Poland cooperation.
The next day, March 25th, began with a
meeting with Senator George Voinovich (DOH) in his well-appointed „hideaway‟ – a
small office in the Capitol Building. Spula
presented Voinovich with a Polish
American Congress Medal of Freedom – the
highest decoration of the Organization,
which is presented to carefully selected
individuals in recognition of their
“extraordinary achievements and dedication
to the betterment of the Polish American
community in the United States and of the
people of Poland.” Previous recipients of the
Medal include U.S. Senator Barbara
Mikulski (D-MD) and long-time PAC
officer – the late Casimir Lenard.
After the session, the PAC representatives
met in separate sessions with four more U.S.
Senators. These included Richard Durbin (D
-IL), Arlen Specter (R-PA), Barbara
Mikulski (D-MD, and with Senator Roland
Burris (D-IL). Because Senator Mikulski
was tied up on the Senate floor until the
very last minute, while waiting for her the
group met with Frank Cristenzio, one of the
senator‟s key legislative assistants. The
delegation met with the Senator Mikulski
later that day during the Central and Eastern
European Coalition (CEEC) reception (see
below).
All of the Capitol Hill meetings had as one
of their main topics the inclusion of Poland
in the Visa Waiver Program. The delegation
consistently emphasized the urgency of
having the lamentable situation endured for
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PAC Praises French
Decision to Re-Enter
NATO Command
New York State sets April 20th as “Polish American
Congress Day” Contact: Frank Milewski (718) 263-2700 – Ext. 105

L. Frank Milewski, Senator Malcolm Smith, Chet Szarejko,
PAC Long Island Chapter President Richard Brzożowski, Chris Rybkiewicz

The Senate and Assembly of New York State officially proclaimed Monday, April 20th as
“Polish American Congress Day.”
Delegations from the three Polish American Congress State Divisions based in New York
will meet members of both legislative houses at the State Capitol in Albany on that day.
President Richard Solecki will lead his Western N.Y. Division to the meeting along with
President Theresa Bunk’s Central N.Y. Division. Representing the Downstate N.Y. Division
headquartered in Brooklyn will be a delegation headed by President Frank Milewski.
The presentation of an official State Proclamation honoring the Congress has been
influenced by three Polish American legislators from the upstate area: Senator George
Maziarz, Senator William Stachowski and Assemblyman Dennis Gabryszak.
Also scheduled to participate in the ceremony are several legislators from the New York
City area: Senate Majority Leader Malcolm Smith, Senator Frank Padavan and Assemblymen
Joseph Lentol, William Scarborough and Mark Weprin. From the Canadian border down to
the New York City metropolitan area, the Congress is spearheading a political revival in the
State’s Polish American communities and bringing this revival to the attention of New York’s
political officials, according to Chet Szarejko who chairs the Downstate’s Political Activities
Committee.
“Our Voter Registration Committee conducted an extensive registration drive last year and
its chairman, Chris Rybkiewicz plans to repeat with another one this year,” said Szarejko. ❒

__________

NY City honors Polish Hero who tried to stop the
Holocaust
Contact: Frank Milewski
(718) 263-2700 - Ext. 105
On April 16, the City of New York paid
special tribute to the legendary World War II
hero of both the Polish and the Jewish people by
renaming the intersection of Manhattan's
Madison Avenue and East 37th Street “Jan
Karski Corner.”
A ceremony unveiling the street sign was
conducted at that intersection across from where
the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland
is located.
Mr. Karski was a Polish Catholic diplomat of Poland‟s government-in-exile in London
while the country was under German occupation and served as a courier for the Polish
Underground.
At the pleadings of Jewish leaders of the Warsaw Ghetto, he carried out a secret mission to
Great Britain and the United States to warn the Western Allies the Germans were conducting a
campaign of genocide against the Jewish people and to urge them to take action to stop the
Holocaust.
After delivering this sobering information to the British, Karski arrived in Washington in the
summer of 1943 to bring the same message to President Roosevelt. Regrettably, the response
of the American president was disappointing.
Also disappointing was his attempt to persuade the Jewish community to exert its political
influence on the American government to help the Jews in Poland.
Karski presented the grim facts to Justice Felix Frankfurter of the U.S. Supreme Court -- a
former presidential advisor and a Jew. Unfortunately, Justice Frankfurter bluntly told Karski
“I am unable to believe you.”
Even to this day, it still remains unclear if Frankfurter‟s rebuff to Karski came from a
reluctance to even imagine the Germans could be so brutal and barbaric or if it came from
some latent anti-Polish prejudice.
Because the Germans became aware of Karski‟s overseas mission and would execute him if
he returned to Poland, he stayed in the U.S. and began his studies and eventual teaching career
at Georgetown University. Mr. Karski died in 2000 at age 86.
The Consul General of Poland, Krzysztof Kasprzyk, presided at the street sign unveiling in
cooperation with the Georgetown University Alumni Association.
New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg sent his greetings on the occasion. Former N.Y.
Mayor Ed Koch was present to express his own personal tribute to Karski. Ewa JunczykZiomecka represented the president of Poland.
As long as three years prior to placing the street sign on Madison Avenue, the Polish
Consulate enlisted the aid of the Downstate New York Division of the Polish American
Congress as an intermediary to help navigate the varied municipal rules and regulations which
had to be met.
“It was an honor for us to play a role in saluting the memory of such a remarkable
humanitarian and hero like Jan Karski,” said Chet Szarejko, who heads the Political Activities
Committee of the Downstate N.Y. Congress. ❒
__________

Polish American Congress Washington
DC, April 3, 2009 -- Polish American
Congress President Frank Spula hailed the
announcement by French President Nicholas
Sarkozy that his country is ready to return to
NATO as a full partner as the alliance
prepares for its 60th birthday.
“Just last months friends of Poland around
the world celebrated the 10th anniversary of
its accession into NATO, a vital step in
securing that valiant country‟s security in
these troubled times,” Spula said in a press
statement.
“The fact that France is rejoining NATO
at the command level can only help to add
new vitality and strength to the alliance,” he
added.
Spula pointed out that Polish-French
relations date back several centuries,
becoming particularly important around the
time of the French Revolution and reign of
Napoleon I. The Napoleonic period
contributed to a belief that the rest of Europe
had an abiding interest in the fate of Poland,
as a result of the French leader‟s support in
1797 for the formation of Polish Legions,
recruited from amongst émigrés and other
exiles living in Italy. In the 19th century,
Spula added, large Polish community settled
in France, and Poles and French were also
allies during the interwar period. Both
countries are now part of the European
Union.
“Historically France has been a steadfast
ally for Polish freedom, and today, with the
new U.S. leadership pledged to both
listening and stronger partnership and the
Sarkozy government as a full NATO
member,
prospects
have
indeed brightened for the security and
defense of Poland. One is tempted to cheer:
„Viva la France!‟”
In 1966, then President General Charles de
Gaulle withdrew French forces from
NATO‟s command at the height of the Cold
War. He expelled the alliance‟s headquarters
from Paris and Fontainebleau the next year
in protest at what he saw as U.S. hegemony
in Europe.
NATO‟s fourth largest contributor of
troops, France‟s absence from the command
hinders its ability to influence decisionmaking within the 28-nation military bloc,
political and military analysts agree.
Polish American Congress
1612 K Street NW, Suite 410
Washington, DC 20006
Tel.: (202) 296-6955
Fax: (202) 835-1565
Web: www.polamcon.org ❒
__________

Dear Member of the
Polish American
Community,
Soon, workers from the Census Bureau
will be hitting the streets to verify all of
America‟s 145,000,000 home addresses.
This process will enable the Census Bureau
to update its maps and send out census
forms to newly accounted-for households,
the first step in the long and tedious process
of attempting to count every last human
being in America.
We, the Polish American Congress,
strongly urge the Polish American Diaspora
to cooperate in the information-gathering
process so that our numbers accurately
reflect the strength of the Polish American
community (Polonia) in the United States.
According to the Census Bureau, workers
will have an official Census Bureau badge,
will be carrying a hand-held computer, and
will never ask for your bank or social
security information. Do not hesitate to ask
for their identification to ensure that your
information remains confidential.
Another important note for the Polish and
other non-native communities is that none of
the information that you provide will be
shared with any other governmental agency,
such as FBI, CIA, Welfare, and most
importantly, it will not be shared with
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