News of Polonia
Serving the Polish Community since 1995

Wiadomości Polonijne
Volume 15, No. 1
Did the Mossad buy
Polish Shipyards?
Grzegorz Wierzcholowski
Niezależna.pl

Mystery buyer - United International
Trust has purchased major parts of the
Gdynia Shipyards property. As checked
and reported by the Niezależna.pl portal –
United International Trust is owned by
Sapiens International Corporation NV,
which in turn belongs to Emblaze Ltd.
Consortium. One of the Board members
of Emblaze Ltd. is Nahum Admoni –
former head of the Mossad in 1982-1989.
“The buyer who purchased major parts
of the shipyards property which is
essential for ship building, expressed a
willingness and readiness to continue ship
building in the Gdynia Shipyards” – said
Minister of Treasury Aleksander Grad, in
his comments to the unexpected sale of
the most important part of the shipyards
property to United International Trust, the
same company which recently won bids to
purchase a major part of the Szczecin
Nowa Shipyards.
Per “Gazeta Wyborcza” this mystery
buyer from the Netherlands Antilles
which doesn’t have an internet page, “is
connected with Kuwait and Qatar
investors.”
The truth is quite different.
United International Trust is a tax
“branch” of Sapiens International
Corporation which is shown on New
York’s NASDAQ. In the top management
of Sapiens International, we can find
many people connected with the Israeli
Army:
- Sapiens President and Chief Executive
Officer – Roni Al-Dor served in the
Israeli Air Force and graduated from its
prestigious University with a degree in
Computer Science,
- Sapiens Chief Operating Officer - Rami
Doron is a specialist in electronics who
for seven years was an officer in the
Israeli Air Force,

Polish shipyards to page 16
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San Francisco - Krakow
Announce New Sister
City Relationship

Free or Home Delivery

PAC National Directors
Meet in Chicago
By: Betsy Cepielik

Paderewski Returns to
Poland… With a Little
Help From His Friends!

L. Tad Taube, Chris Kerosky and
Steve Kawa, Mayor Newsom’s Chief of Staff

Mayor Gavin Newsom joined Poland’s
Honorary Consuls in San Francisco,
Christopher Kerosky and Tad Taube, in
announcing a new sister city relationship
between San Francisco and Krakow. The
announcement was made at the annual
Polonaise Ball that honors the founding of
the May 3, 1791 Polish Constitution. The
San Francisco-Krakow relationship will
help foster business, civic and cultural
links between the two cities.
“I am pleased that the beautiful,
innovative, and destination cities of
Krakow and San Francisco are now sister
cities,” said Mayor Newsom. “The sister
city relationship is a wonderful expression
of the strong relations between our two
magnificent cities. The exchange of
cultures and commerce enhance our city’s
commitment to diversity, while providing
a unique and invaluable platform to
discuss and trade best practices.”
An official signing ceremony between
the two cities will be held in Krakow on
July 3. The ceremony will include Mayor
Jacek Majchrowski of Krakow along with
a representative from Mayor Newsom’s
office and Consuls Kerosky and Taube.
The ceremony is open to the public and
members of the San Francisco community
are invited to travel to Krakow to
participate.
Consul Chris Kerosky, a San Francisco
attorney of Polish ancestry, has been
working with the Polish American
community in California for 20 years. “I
cannot think of two more beautiful cities
than San Francisco and Krakow to be
joined together in a sister city
partnership,” said Kerosky. “Each city has
much to offer the other in terms of both
culture and business. I look forward to
seeing the relationship flourishes.”
“The business and cultural opportunities
that will come from this new relationship
are too many to count,” said Consul
Taube, who immigrated to the United
States from Krakow just weeks before
Germany invaded Poland during World
War II. “The economic and cultural
revival that has taken place in Poland over
the last 20 years is incredible, and San
Francisco will now be well positioned to
take full advantage of it.” Taube currently
lives in the San Francisco Bay Area,
where he serves as chairman and founder
of the Woodmont companies and the
Taube Philanthropies, and is president of
the Koret Foundation which embraces the
community of Israel.
For more information about attending
the signing ceremony, please contact
Consul Kerosky at (415) 777-4445 or
ckerosky@polishconsul.com. For those
unable to attend the signing ceremony,
Mayor Newsom will hold a reception in
San Francisco this fall. ❒

President Frank Spula

On May 14 and 15 the Polish American
Congress Council of National Directors
met in Chicago. The venue was the lovely
Doubletree Hotel, near O’Hare Airport.
Registration was handled by the ever
efficient Pam Komorowska, Director of
the Chicago National Office.

May 14th

A statue of Paderewski which now stands on
the campus of Jagiellonian University is a
duplicate of this Paderewski statue which
graces the campus of USC

Polish Agenda
After registration, the session began
with a report from Polish Agenda VP
Bożena Kamińska (New York.) She stated
that her job is to make the initiatives
happen that have been approved by the
body and to work with the American
Agenda Vice President. Poland is now a
free country, with newly elected officials.
The Polish American Congress (PAC)
does not support any particular political
party in Poland. The PAC works with the
Polish government and the Embassy in
Washington, D.C.
The main items on the Polish agenda
these past six months were: to combine
collecting Social Security from both
countries, the Visa waiver initiative, and
the missile defense systems in Poland.
President Frank Spula and Mrs. Kamińska
met with Ambassador Robert Kupiecki
and Minister Radosław Sikorski, who
both stated they are working on these
issues. The PAC needs to work on the
legalization of all Polish-Americans living
without a legal status and this can only be
made possible by the Polish and American
Agendas working together.
The United States and Americans need
to invest in Poland. Dell Computers and
Sikorski Helicopters have invested
$4,100,000.000 in 2007. Polish leaders
are coming to the U.S. and need help in
establishing relationships. A student
exchange program is being sponsored by
Wspólnota Polska and the PAC Charitable
Foundation.
The history and old monuments in both
Poland and the U.S. need to be protected.
New monuments are being built to
commemorate Polish history and its
outstanding citizens.
Regarding the ever-present matter of
vetting (lustracja), Mrs. Kamińska stated
that no (present) PAC officers were agents
of the communist party. She feels that
individual chapters of the PAC should
handle the vetting (lustracja) process if
they choose to do so.
A Q and A session followed with Mrs.
Kamińska:
Q – Could they develop a method to
instruct businesses to conduct business in
Poland?
A – Mrs. Kamińska stated she will work
with the Polish Ambassador and his office

The seven foot statue of Ignacy Jan
Paderewski stands proudly in the yard of
Hy Blythe’s rancho in Paso Robles,
California. In its upraised right hand are
tucked several wild turkey feathers
gathered from the flock that wanders
freely over the Blythe estate. Mr. Harry
(Hy) Blythe, a Paderewski admirer, who
commissioned the statue of the esteemed
Polish pianist, speaks to Mr. Paderewski
regularly. No, he hasn’t lost his mind,
rather he feels Paderewski still has much
to say to the world and he wants the word
to get out. Mr. Blythe has made a
substantial contribution to giving
Paderewski a new voice and honoring this
highly esteemed musician and statesman,
by casting statues of Paderewski and
sending them around the globe.
Approximately sixteen years ago the
city of Paso Robles began celebrating an
event known as the Paderewski Festival in
order to commemorate a citizen of the
world who became a resident of their
town. Ignacy Jan Paderewski, world
renowned concert pianist of his day,
philanthropist, and rancher chose Paso
Robles, a beautiful town tucked into the
dry hills of central California, in order to
relax and partake of the curative sulphur
baths at the famed Paso Robles Inn. The
baths helped ease the pain in his hands
caused by years of pounding piano keys
as he toured the world. Eventually
Paderewski purchased several thousand
acres of land and produced almonds and
Zinfandel wine on his ranches, named
Ignacy and Helena.
Mrs. Virginia Peterson, one of the
original organizers of the festival, died
several years ago and for a while the
festival floundered. Its resurrection
occurred when it was taken under the
wing of Mr. Marek Żebrowski, Director
of the Polish Music Center at the
University of California and as a result is
making a spirited comeback.
Over the years one of the aims of
organizers and participants of the festival
was to cast a likeness of Paderewski that
would grace the city, perhaps in the
downtown park. Two separate statuettes
were commissioned but failed to gain
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