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Films on Polish themes:
The good, the bad and Chet Szarejko
the ugly Contact:Frank Milewski
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The basic fact is that very few movies . 7KH HF.DOR‘]XH . -UNWVIWRI
dealing with Polish themes have been Kieslowski). This is a madfor-Polish ) n i
made in the U.S. or have reached our 'Y, MOVi€ in ten one hour segments. Each As an American citizen, Chet Szarejko
country with any fanfare from abroad. Yet EPiS0de is inspired in some way by one of (center) has never worn a Polish Army
movies are such an important part of our 116 _Ten Commandments. Several are uniform. . o
mass culture, and do have an impact onSIMPIY extraordinary in handling - their But what he is wearing in the photo
how people view reality, including éme. All are worth watching and DERYH LV 3RODQGTV &URYV
historical reality, it is a worthy pursuit to tiNKing about. The episodes were shot in in the past to many Polish war veterans
identify those films that have been shown. Warsaw, mainly in a drab housing project, and Holocaust survivors.
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best and the worst of the movies about U Poland atthe cldse ofits sad 45 yeaf May 3rd, 1791 Constitution, adopted
Poland and Polish Americans. Let me eX|st3e*nce. ) VKRUWO\ DIWHU $PHULFL
place them, appropriately, | hope, in three __ . .UDQ 7TRULQR &OLQW (DVWZRRG &RQYHQWLRQ RI ) 3RC
categories (and in due deference to Clint 11iS i the story of one old Polish General Krzysztof Kasprzyk (right)

Eastwood and Seraio Leond®7 KH *R R erican Detroiter‘_s response to changing Taking a leading role in the newly presented Szarejko with the decoration for
JLOPV" WKa 3%DﬁG' DQG W syA pesend filn; (g \this category IRUPHG 3&KLOGUHQ RI 3is@ffoviKto gréimdie \thé/ taldd@ of Poland
individual and interesting PolesLV 37KHRORFDXVW 6XUYLYRUV’™ i&RPPS. VigaticLtariyLNew WokkHTity.

The food )  *UHDW (VFDSH~ Z K WiRdis Dikidiow &f WHe \Polish American  Looking on is Frank Milewski (left),
7KH 3LDQLVW" E\ "L UdhEMsRitonstR A @n intrepid Polish Congress will be Kathy Diipla, M.D. president of the Downstate New York
3ROD VNL 7KLV D ZD UGgiérlid&Rtefds 1dddPmassive escape(center) shown here holding a copy of Division of the Polish American Congress

is enlightening in its treatment of relations effort from a Nazi P.O.W. camp. Another 5LFKDUG /XNDV{ 3)RUJRWWhe® SzREKS AP XideWpresident and
between Polish gentiles and Polish | v sg % ULGJH WRR )DU"  The PbK$ Uhtlet H&ithan Occupation FKDLUPDQ RI WKDW RUJD
citizens of Jewish heritage who became packman (as Polish Major General 1939+ ’ Activities Committee.

assimilated into the Polish culture. It gianislaw  Sosabowski) is accurately Welcoming her into the organization is Szarejko spent nearly three years
shows the brutality of Nazi treatment of nresented as the only perceptive military lllinois Division President Casey Chlebek assisting Consul General Kasprzyk in
the Jews of Warsaw in a way never seengfficer who recognizes the futility of the ULJKW DV )UDQN 0L O H Z ¥idhtingRthe Wi/ Hor3dhagifig/ a statue of
before by American audiences. And it foolhardy Britishled Allied effort to end New York-based Holocaust Jan Karski in front of the Consulate on

gives a shocking glimpse _Of the world War Il - one which ends in Documentation Committee looks on. Madison Avenue and E. 37th Street in
destruction of Warsaw following the gigaster. Regardless whether the history of the Manhattan.

Polish Uprising of AugusOctober 1944. 37KH 'HOXJH  23RWR Polish peoplé @uring the time of the Just a few weeks ago, New York City
7KLV LV BVHRRAXVMWOP IRUpoidp Qikdetd by Jerzy Hoffman). This German and Soviet occupation of Poland GHVLIJQDWHG WKDW LQWH
Americans. VHFRQG SDUW LQ +HQ Ulas 6mefeyNfolddttert 1df Vintentionaly & RUQHU ~ DFFRUGLQJ WR

3. DW\Q" E\ $QGUIHM :D:MdgBed trilogy of 17th century Poland suppressed, Dr. Diipla has good reason fornoted that Szarejko is well known and
This is the long needed World War Il s |ong put very rewarding. It features the MRLQLQJ WKH 3&KLOGUH Qhighly 3d94pdel Kn &KW v dtkVioD Re
telling of the all too littleknown tragedy  greatest of Polish fictional characters, +RORFDXVW 6XUYLYRUV ~ many years he has devoted to the
of the murders of 22,000 Polish military —pjJORED WKH 3ROLVK_?)DHeN§abdiather IACon&Vdf @O Mearly advancement  of good will and
RIILFHUV ZKR SHULVKHG [}hWeGY6i3) bRk Vailf PSdEdtshlslége two million  Polish citizens the  understanding among the ethnic groups
1940. It is also the story of the fate of the f the fortresanonastery of Czestochowa Communists shipped out to the Gulag aswho live there.

RITLFHUVY IDPLOLHV ZKR N&dHYREDSS fy(\P Ud- IRESYU D Whhelg @npose® B reighW of tePr@ @\Poland  Szarejko said it was an honor for him to
ways in Nazi, and then Soviedccupied  jnyaders. Hoffman also made parts one WRIJHWKHU ZLWK WKH 1 D] werk onkib@arski deldicagiGhb8dduse of
Poland because of their ties t0 the pQG WKUHH RI WKH 37ULOftAar, hifnetf \oiyUsHcHRdNED the time, his admiration for this World War II hero
PXUGHUHG RIILFHUV  7KLVE ki BQRVWVRNHY VROEW 72 H G marrawK avoldé®beiny sent to Germany 3ZKR ULVNHG KLV OLIH-ZKE
VHH" PRYLH EXW RQH WKDW UHTXLUHV VRPH WR EH SDUW RI +LWOH U \bcEupiBIEFRRAJFIA @ 34E1& HifskioWIR
contextual introduction to be fully 20 WKLV OLVW OHWYV ERHNEDAQMK WRIP LY K FF KL OEnglah@and the United States to warn the
appreciated by most Americans and adaptation of one of the worst novels of the The recent PBS series describing the Allies the Germans were conducting the
Polish Americans. ) W \ \HDUV 326RSK L Hregedy, gl betrayal of the Polish people, JHQRFLGH RI WKH -HZV LQ
*0DQ RI ,URQ :Dﬁhg&orkvmr/ﬁ/ave readers believe thatit % HKLQG &ORVHG 'RRUV =~ TLRWHHRBRXUDUHMNR VHH
movie provides us with a portrayal of the ;o 3 polish professor who dreamed up more individuals like Dr. Diipla to speak VKDPHIXO WKDW .DUVNLY
birth of the Solidarity union movement .| woHUYV :ILQDO VROXWLRSQ D QGW X@DINWHOV X WHK H W\MdstL Was igAd?edOariiVthe truth about
and its initial success In Gdansk. Lech movie is so silly and poorly conceived thatit H [SHULHQFHV GXULQJ VWRBDAIRWIBWWIHUDWH DS
Walesa is featured briefly. It is the sequel js virtually unwatchable. It is practically +RORFDXVW’ ZLOO -EH U H PthtRIENS Has Geen just as ignored today as
WR :DMGDTV 30DQ RI ODAéPsHown anymore, not even on TV at 4 LW ZDV WKHQ ~
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strangest movie of the World War Il era. Polish American lowifes is based on a 3 DVH\ 5\EDFN° FKDUDFW!
While Polish theater actors in Warsaw are novel by an author who made a career by The Ugly . . WHUURULVW IOLFN 38QGH
clever, resourceful patriots in their Writing such junk. Thanks to indignant and 1. Can anyone find an uglier portrayal of a Q. BKQy &PRG\TV
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enny in_nis greatest tiim role. And ... vere excised from the film. so only the Polish American, sure, and he resides in thatAmericans, and Polish themes in U.S. and
despite its trivializing of the occupation, it~/ " 7'~ ODPHV RI F KDUD F W lgreat FoloriaHcenteD vakeéd Ne@wOrleans! foreign major movies makes for very thin

deserves to be seen. It has the feel of Naziy i, “inexplicably, remain. Praised for its Ugly! gruel. Not a single movie deals with the
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. ge done by heroin +HUHYV D TXHVWLRQ M RIE| OrHMBIQIGLOoRY X[
*0DULH &XULH $g§je§|§tr|‘é&w,§.?% Iéi\l aailm to miss. In the always overacting Paul Muni get hisideafor LQ $PHULFD 7KXV ZH 't

vehicle for 1940s stars Greer Garson andyppH JHQUH LV DQRW K H WplayigHeOPolislv iwmmigrant mine workerin 5SHPHPEHU O0DPD" RU 32
Walter Pigeon, this film depicts the life moyie +#&D0OO 1RUWKVLGH WKH PRYLH 2%ODFN )XU\" $PHMULFD° WR FDOO RX
and scientific discoveries of Maria documentanlike effort dominated by star 33ROLVK :HGGLQJ’ biodraphichl GeaRWents of historic figures
Sklodowska Curie. Unfortunately it also jimmy Stewart playing a driven *FRPHG\" LQVXOWYV 3ROLVK @PNHLBRA@BWNLHYRWLXV]NI
glosses over her deeply felt Polish newspaperman whose mission is to find the ZD\ LQ LWV GHSLFWLRQ R kithe?. RnAd-noKilntsmEsdd 6Ptk work of
patriotism. WUXWK EHKLQG D SROLN\DK LGP HOQLIFHNQTV3ROLVK $CBIHéM-p6I'a MO like Susan
*$ 6RQJ WR 5HPHPEHU imprisonment KfbrV killing a policeman. VWDQGDUGVY DQG WKH 3RQHRbdR SHRE K RastViot Yt M%be
Chopin biography stars Cornel Wilde and Division Street Chicago Polonia again gets - church and secular. And this one continues {ha future will be brighter! We can only
presents an overblown, but stil very QR IDYRU V&O DOWKRXJ Kd w S f@Lb?ﬂ‘M’Vl-ﬂwﬂbW- | RtF XV Rf Q I  wish!
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