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Polish Constitution Day Celebrated in San Diego
By: Betsy Cepielik
Polish - American Association
Constitution Ball
On May 2 the Polish - American
Association of San Diego held its Annual
Ball – to celebrate the Anniversay of the
Polish Constitution of May 3, 1791. The
event was held in the parish hall of St.
Church.
After a social hour and hors d’ouerves
Association President Genia Paderewski
welcomed the guests. A delicious polish
dinner was served and prepared by Turek
Catering of Orange County. Mrs, Paderewski
was pleased to be joined by her
granddaughter, who came from Portland,
Association President Genia Paderewski
Oregon for the weekend. Entertainment was
provided by the Polonez Dancers, who
skillfully performed many of the favorite
Polish dances, such as the Krakowiak,
Polonaise, and Beskid Suite. There was also
a very colorful gypsy dance.
There was dancing to the very enjoyable
Polonia Trio, who also sang and led sing
alongs.
Door prizes and raffle prizes were
awarded.
Genia Paderewski was assisted as MC by
James Baker, Vice President. Genia served
as President from 2000—2004, and was reelected this year.
The Polish - American Association of San
House of Poland President Maria Kuźma
D ie g o b egan wh en
Consolidated Aircraft
(now General Dynamics)
moved from Buffalo, New
York to San Diego. Many
of the company’s
employees were Polish and
missed their friends and
relatives, so they formed
the Polonia Club of San
Diego.
The
San
Diego
Exposition took place in
1935, in Balboa Park. In
1936 the city decided to The Polonez Dancers performed at the Ball and Balboa Park
have cottages of all
nationalities in the park, and invited the
newly formed Polonia Club to join the
Pacific Relations organization to sponsor a
house in the park. The members worked very
hard on the cottage – both interior and
exterior. The cottage is still there and a must
see in San Diego. It is open on Sundays
from March through November and the first
weekend of December (from 12 noon until
4:00 PM), as well as the fourth Tuesday of
the above months.
In 1943 the Club changed its name to the
Polish - American Association and
incorporated with a charter from the state of
California. In 1951 club members purchased Polanie Dancers of Orange Co. performed
a building on 30th Street, which they
enlarged in 1967.
The Polish - American Association has had
a very interesting history. They are a very
friendly group and always give a warm
welcome to visitors. Anyone (whether Polish
or not) who is interested is welcome to join.
Ceremony in Balboa Park
On May 3, with beautiful San Diego
weather, a large group of Polish people and
others were present inside and outside the
House of Poland in Balboa Park.
The Ciepły collection of Modrzejewska
MC Ania Kuźma Atkins welcomed the
was shown in the Polish Cottage
guests. The National Anthems were led by the
Polonia Trio. Special guests were introduced. Among them were Linda Płochocki,
President of the Helena Modjeska Foundation of Orange County and Chris Ciepły,
organizer of the Modjeska exhibit currently housed in the House of Poland. The artifacts
on display are from the personal collection of Chris and Barbara Ciep³y. The exhibit is
open on Sundays from noon to 4:00 PM or by special request.
Again, the Polonez Dancers performed beautifully, as well as the Polonia Dancers from
Yorba Linda (Pope John Paul Center.) The Polonia Trio sang and led a sing along. One of
the favorite dances was the Old Warsaw dance by the Polonia, in which the dancers did
the waltz, tango, and polka.
The program concluded with the introduction of Hammu Mikkoman (Finnish),
President of the House of Pacific Relations (all the cottages) and Maria Kuźma, President
of the Polish Cottage.
Inside the Polish cottage, delicious food was available for purchase.
It was a very successful and enjoyable Polish Constitution Day weekend in San Diego.
More about the Cottages
As mentioned previously, the House of Pacific Relations (HPR) was founded in 1935 as
a non-profit organization dedicated to furthering cooperation and understanding among
national groups in the United States. The HPR consists of 32 national groups. Many have

their own cottages in Balboa Park. The
cottages are furnished and staffed by
group members and offer a view of the
country’s culture, history and traditions.
Refreshments representative of each
country are served and donations
welcomed to defray costs.
In the Ukrainian Cottage information
was provided about the Ukrainian
Genocide (1932 - 1933), also called the
Holodomor or Death by Starvation.
Norway and Finland had numerous travel
pamphlets.
On Sunday afternoons from March
through November, Lawn Programs and
special events are held on the outdoor
stage in the cottage area at 2:00 PM. On
the Sunday of Memorial Day weekend
there is an Ethnic Food Fair, featuring
food, drinks, and entertainment from all of
the national groups. On the first weekend
of December there is a December Nights
Festival with food and festivals of winter
holidays from around the world.
For more information,
call (619) 234 – 0739. ❒

Page 7

Our Lady
of the Bright Mount
Roman Catholic Church
3424 W. Adams Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90018
Schedule of Masses
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00, noon
Mon,Tue, Th, Sat - 8:00 am,
Wed, Fri - 7:30 pm
(All Masses are in Polish)

Ks. Marek Ciesielski, Proboszcz
Ks. Ryszard Bucholc, Assystent
Ks. Antoni Bury, Rezydent

(323) 734-5249

__________

Valerian Soltes
Attorney
Living Trusts - Probate
Bankruptcy
Personal Injury
Collections
30011 Ivy Glenn Drive - Suite 203
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

949/363-0106
E-mail: vsoltes@solteslaw.com
Slovak, Czech, Polish, English

Arizona
New homes from

$180,000.00
With small down
payments

Free Consultations
√ Free services for buyers
√ We’ll help you find the best
Available loan for your budget

Stan Żarkowski
Realtor
Office (623) 298-2404
Cell (623) 512-7336

