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Proportional EPP Closes Congress in Patricia Whitehall-Hill | Janek’s
Representation - A False = Warsaw by adopting named Executive | Corner
and Damaging Electoral Manifesto Director of the National anek Szczepariski
. . . Adam Mickiewicz U.
Paradigm fTh”e dEurdO,pe?.nll\je,?plEPQ)hslP@enterl(nEPP) ha lPozna@& Pol a
. ormally adopted its politica anifesto . i
By: Jerzy Preystawa for the forthcoming European elections. ~ Y¥ashington, DC janek.szczepanski@gmail.com

The great Spanish philosopher of Representatives of the 74 EPP member
politics, Jose Ortega y Gasset, in his parties unanimously approved the
famous book fAThe ReaeRtbrdl déclimert d@ringMfaes SeRon
claims that for the condition of any session of its Extraordinary Congress hel

democracy the most important issue is aon 29 and 30 April in Warsaw under the
small technical detail: the electoral EpPpP s| ogan for the

procedure. If this procedure is right, t he peopl eo.
fulfilling the socThe teledoral ddtdmerl Sdetail® Mhd
demands, then democracy works. On thee pp g s proposals on
other hand, if this procedure is bad then economy and how to deal with the curren
everything falls down even if all other crisjs; climate change; the response to th
democratic institutions appear to be challenge of demographic change;
correct. _ . security (including immigration, food
Political science divides the electoral security and the threat of terrorism); and
systems into three groups: (1) majoritarian the role of the Europe in the world.
systems, (2) proportional representation fwe have adopt ed

and (3) mixed systems. The first group is proposals to deal with the main challenges:
best represented in the UK, Canada, USAfaced by our European Society_ | aml

or France, where the whole country is convinced that the EPP will receive once
divided into a number of constituencies again the confidence of the European
and in each Colns'['tlée”cr)]/ only one citizens and remain the largest political
representative is elected. The opposite t0force in the European Parliament after the __ . , , . =N S of
this are countries with proportional june el ections, o s A?él r_la?!1 rgawﬁzﬁlg re%%s:%nlgng_ g%lsnhtpart|0|pate. We join with all of our
representation (PR), where voters have towyilfried Martens. aetlci 5 r\1N|6 sl S OV(;/na : Ii It galrll € \rlﬁgf;é)?rs to takﬁ] set%icI: o;‘ \I/Dvh;tiwe? (;;l}r(ce)C arlir:(ija
vote on party lists. Poland and Croatia The EPP Congress also adopted SeVeraC\/hitelawHill as its Executive Directér accordin to Dr Th
belon"g Lo this fast category. In fact, 2l th? resolutions on__the economic _crisis; """ Ce 1\ et 65 mi s i o Presient of the Past meite, FHE Piast
so-called post communist countries o - in: :

Europe ac?:epted various forms of PR in ggﬁ;é)rllgyénrﬁlrg :gbiﬁil%éh?igﬁ{teseg?%gf facilitate economic and cultural Institute is one of 56 Census Information
their constitutional structure. This, in a Eyropeans residing outside their country gzngr(?lgﬂz :ﬁéweg;n;?ee aUnLt:gatiSOtr?ti? ICDZeinters ECIC)I o th? liJntlted tStat?S' Th?:l
way, is a European tradition: after WWI ~of origin; the role of Regions and cities in 5 J'|"© " g hp e PP . éba St s M@ru etﬁ'sl heb
nearly all countries on the continental gealing with the economic crisis and — o | S eritage 1 n recognzed! resource - census | ahdo

Europe went on the path of, so called, climate change; the role of women in the extensive nofmrofit and fundraising demographic information on the Polish
Aproportionalityo. integration of migrants; the work of the CXxPerience. exceptional communication Americans since 2005.

. > E ng 6s E ugr obean Seni and fa iIIit tioln skills, strong leadership, There is a major change in the 2010
W it happened- g febmwork and Admihidtrative experience census which makes it different from the

Why only mutations of PR and not the  The EPP Congress was a huge event, indepth knowledge of Poland and previous censuses. There will be no

old, well tested majoritarian system which attended by more than 3.000 . . : . ; .
, . : olish  Americans will contribute question on ancestry so that you will not
seems to work reasonably well for over representatives from EPP member IOart'es'significantly as the Center moves fooward have an opportunity

ies i i i EPP associations and international guests. . . . :
two centuries in the US, United Kingdom, g to strengthen and grow its program. as in previous years. In previous census

gane}da g\nd in S0 many other highly Amongst Ine leaders present were EPP™yith experience in Poland from the counts one out of six households received
eveloped countries: 9communist era throutgthe Pel amgo sf oernnior y wh

Poland provides pathetic proof to EI?.E%% (TFL;aS}f: )(Pgllqar:eoll;, Jé;rglles the European Union, Ms. Whitelail ancestry questions along with other
Ortegads statement. ace), Ano " brings significant skills and experience to additional questions. The ancestry

various forms of PR both during the 20 (Germany), Kostas KARAMANLIS ”» varai -
the position. A graduate of the University numbers were developed from that one in
years between the WWI and WWII and (Greece), Jafeter BALKENENDE (The Maryland (B.S. in Communications) six sample.

then, again, during the last two decades-?l'jt;‘eerﬂ%gﬂ?)’) Jgﬁ?;gUdgEéfgscggﬁl and Georgetown University (M.S. in  The 2010 census will be a short form
In both cases, it brought weak states, (taly) Hegrr,nan VAN ROMPUy Linguistics) she has been awarded aonly sent to all households. It will only
unstable  governments, political Y): : Fulbright Grant, a U.S..S. English ask 10 basic questiorisname, sex, age,
corruption, frustration of Polish society (Belgium), Fredrik REINFELDT Teaching Fellowship in Albania, a date of birth, race, Hispanic origin
and. .the. wnhdraqul of citizens from (S_vr\]/edgn). Andrius KUBILIlIJS scholarship to Georgetown University housing tenure and family relationship.
participation in political affairs. In both (Lithuania), Lawrence GONZI (Malta), .4 ate School and a Fellowship at the The questions formerly asked on the
cases, a partiocracy developed in place ofEmil BOC (Romania), Ivo SANADER Linguistic Society of America Summer long form will be covered by the
defmocracy. In 1926, it even led to a form éﬁgg'a)é RS&I' SBKIIE\AR;(SI:('; (a'(\g)ltl’agfg' Institute. A former Peace Corps volunteer, American Community Survey (ACS). It
CF’,. _co 3 P . doe th at in P Mikheiln§/wA&AgH\dLﬂ (Geogia) B J s falight English as a foreign languagewill include a question on ancestry. The

1 gs Uf SI LW Toh Wafs dl The Presidents  of etthnegéléuro re;nt(TEsz in  Albania, Romania, and ACS will be sent to a small percentage of
system of elections. The enforce - f P€aN cameroon and was an English as athe population on a rotating basis through
democrgcy of party Ilsts_, called_the (C\]grsrwérn;azlr?lr}elaggm%ggeggd F;g@lgrrr;ent Second Language teacher trainer andthe decade between censuses. No only
Proportional Representation, — quickly e program director in Washington, DC, will get such a questionnaire more than
disillusioned European societies and, in POETTERING) also participated along o = 1 worea  and the former once every five years. If you receive an
most cases, turned inte weaker or ~with many leaders of the EPP member Yugoslavia. Fluent in French, with ACS form it is vitally important to write
stronger - dictatorships. The most parties, as well as Lech WALESA, former

Janek is on vacation

Polish-Americans
andrthe 2010 Census

The Census Bureau is making final
. preparations to launch the 2010 census
" which will take place in April 2010. It is
important for Polish Americans to
participate fully to ensure that the
communities we live in get the full
representation in Congress and state
legislatures they deserve and the full
allocation of federal funds for our senior
citizens, police departments, etc. The
main reason for the census is to redraw
districts for the U.S. House of
Representatives and for state legislatures.
AThe census is the
The National Polish Center, the only which all residents of the United States

. . rofessional working proficiency in fPol i sho for the que
profound examples of such changes werel eader of oSolidarno g(ﬁish, Macedonian, Serbian, and West from this much smaller percentage of
developments in Hitleros Germany and agcan Pidgin, Ms. Hill began her questionnaires in the egoing ACS that
Mussolinidos ltaly but —one—may noti cepyfessional career as Staff Assistant tothe Polish population will be calculated.
similar changes in nearly all other

parliament of his personal responsibility Congressman Brock Adams in the U.S. All Polish organizations should seek to
and turns him into a voting machine rather House of Representatives. become official census partners to help
than allowing him to be a sensitive, Ms. WhitelawHill most recently served spread the word about the census and to
responsi bl e and t ho @ghettEreguiive Riteeis @f thg Natiang ring the Polish community to the
Unfortunately, it seems that in political SOCiety Colonial Dames I7Century in ~ attention of the Census Bureau. You can
science, both in Europe and elsewhere, Washington, prior to which she supported use the occasion to ask the census office
students of various universities are being g?rl hu?_baréd,t. Chnstoph(ta)r H"('j: in th![i to see that the ancestry questions gets on
taught pletel ifferent ings. diplomatic duties as ambassador at thethe census form for 2020 to get a more
For example, we know from the memoirs Eg?ordiJ‘g'?éHAﬁ”d)(LiE]pdrgaﬁ'?meéc{snsogOrf eA§1er|can Embassies in South Korea, secure count. For information on
of Konradp Adenauer that he wished the Political Sciences at the University of Poland, and Macedonia. In this role, she partnerships go to the U.S. Census home
Westminster sRasithem CgIformnia; $an Piegp, the chief advocate led Embassy community outreach page and click on AF
Posto to be introduedPRnt g] f thﬁé e, ol St \@lggtlvleS, inglydigcy in PEland: {@nprang | For more information on the 2010
ectoral propoftionality is Présldent, American Friends in Warsaw; census cal |l Pol oni a

Germany but the Allies did not allow jtt adreement that e : rSaw, _ _
Ao a reiult of this pressure, a peculiar a major goal of electoral systems and a President, Spouses of Heads of Mission; Center at the Piast Institute at

~ . ior, criterign by which they uld be and, Board Member, 3187334885 éra Childrenods
ifnt(r)ocrzlug]ed inO\IVester?l pG;rr%apnoarm(tj IinOJ'rL}nglge!j-r ei:(?r Omanb C‘QP Sﬁ"‘p%ogrjtﬁ& Clinic. Ms. Hill also represented the e-mail: skrzyniarz@piastinstitute.org.
spite of various voices dem;)a/nding, 4 Proportionality is a goal in itseffvirtually ~ American Embassy at official functions.

countries.

It is a historical curiosity that after the
catastrophe of WWII all European states
of the secalled Western Europe turned
again into similar, already compromised
before the War, electoral procedures
based upon PR. Perhaps it happened no
without Agood advic

change it is still maintained in the united synonymous with N electoral Forinformation contact:

Germany. The only exception from this | YSti ce. o (RAEIl ect orRaficia Bopmdkie Chair, Natiorhl Pétishr t v Please send articles

pattern was France under General deSY Stemso, — Oxford —Qeneversity Press, about your

Gaulle who managed to cure French 2000). Similar sentiments are expressed in(American Center of Polish Culture, Inc. Polish O izati

politics by a decisive departure from PR, N€arly all textbooks on  Constitutional ‘d.b.a.) olish *organization
Another great modern philosopher, Karl Law and such_ likes. Thus we are dealing 203-323-9944 To the

Popper, when writihg on democracy, yvnh a paragllgm: PR means electoral OCEANVU222@SBCGLOBAL.NET .
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