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Jan Gruszecki Finds His

Family--After 45 Years
By: Betsy Cepielik

awarded
By: Marion V. Winters

Two winners of the ninth annual $5,000
%ULJ *HQ &DVLPLU 3Xa
for Advanced Studies were announced
recently by Mr. Marion V. Winters, MA,
Committee Chairman, American Council
for Polish Culture (ACPC). Serving with
Mr. Winters on the Committee are: Mrs.
AnnaMae Maglaty, MS Ed; Mrs.
Deborah M. Majka, MS; Mrs. Carolyn
Meleski, MS; and Mr. Peter Obst, MA. As
in past years, the Committee found that

3XA4ADVNL 6FKR O FpY KMelghy President.

OV bk s Ko P Kty its™2

Page 5

The
preSentation was made during a reception
with a congratulations cake for the
KRQRUHH DQG DOVR D VKF
film. Mrs. Meleski is serving in her'4
as president of the FPA, an
anniversary and was an original founding
member of the ACPC. She has served the
ACPC in various capacities including
Business Manager, a member of the
3XaDVNL 6FKRODUVKLS &F
current Chair of the Project Funding
Committee.
Adgnes Sekowskbf Austin, Texas
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The birthplace of Jan Trafny Chruszecki

the large number of applications from
bright and talented students of Polish
heritage across the U.S. made the
years trying to find his family in Poland, and selection process most challenging. All of
he finally did! the applicants displayed superior

It all started in 1952, when he was four years old. Jan Trafny was very ill and his famégholastic achievements and outstanding
took him to a hospital. Because his father had been in the Army Krajowa and Poligltords of volunteer services in their
8QGHUJURXQG KH ZDV RQ WKH FRPPXQLVW .*% 3ZDddMhdie® LVW ~ 7TKHUHIRUH
XVH KLV UHDO VXUQDPH RU -DQTV ZKHQ -DQ ZDV DGPkeW gommitwde WiaHied R $55000/
Gruszecki. When Jan recovered and was ready to be released from the hospital there ge¢islarships to each of the following
no records of his family or where to find them because of the name change. His father tadents.

. Jan, his sister and one of his brothers
Jan (Gruen) (Trafny) Gruszecki spent 43anding by the beautiful brick home where

he was born.
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told the family that Jan had died and no mention was made of where the body was. Aligie Marie Choike of Ann Arbor, MI.

father did not demand an investigation because he feared the authorities would be alerted

and his background of being a member of the AK might jeopardize the status of [the

Trafny family.
Having no other choice, the hospital administrators placed young Jan in the

Wierzchowo orphanage. He remained at the orphanage until he reached the age of 18.
Life at the Wierzchowo Orphanage was not the best, but Jan made many friends| and

became accustomed to this life. Of all of his experiences in Wierzchowo, the one he shall
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they were able to have their First Holy Communion. When the communist government

found out, the administrator was removed and no more religion was allowed. At age 12 he

was adopted by a communist family. They treated him well, but he was lonely and missed

the orphanage. One night he escaped through the window and returned to the orphanage.

It took him days to make the trip. He told people his story and they helped by giving r[lim

food and lodging.
This year the orphanage celebrated it§ ABniversary, and he was able to attend andL- Carolyn Meleski and Anne Marie Choike

see all of his old friends. He could recognize the men, but not the women (due to tfsiiice applying for this scholarship, Ms.

makeup.) Unfortunately, this is the last year of the orphanage, which will become Ghoike graduated and received a Juris

Senior Citizens Home. During all the time after leaving the orphanage, he faithfully seébbctor and a Masters in Urban Planning

parcels of new clothing to themeven when postage rates went up to over $300. degrees from the University of Michigan
When he reached age 18, in 1966, he had to leave the orphanage. He was trying to(€imnd).

VR

his family, but since he could not, he decided to come to the United States and becomega SURIHVVRU DW 08 UD Wiﬂ%m

priest. He was sponsored by a Ukranian family. He realized that he did not have fager on the impact of a migrant
calling to become a priest and worked in many jobs from menial tosiéifed trying to  reintegration program very highly and
find his niche in life. Eventually he applied for an entry level job with a constructioasked her permission to use it as a mode
company and has developed it into a career. for future classes as to what a great pape
-DQYV OLIH ZzDV KDUG
no friends. During his lifetime Jan has been stabbed, shot, and survived bladder canes.K RRO DW WKH 8QLYHU
He married an American woman in Mexico hoping he would find companionship withery strong student, a joy to have in class
someone he could share his life with. They had two children, but later divorced. He kgl a wonderful contributor to the life of
lost contact with the children and can understand their feelings as being the result of athad Law School and the larger
marriage. 8QLYHUVLW\ ~
Through the years and the distance, Jan said that he always knew that he was not aloB@mmer time employment with law
and that he had a birth family. firms over the past couple of years earned
In 1968 he started his search for his family. He placed ads in newspapers in Polakghe Marie an offer for permanent
Switzerland, Germany, and the U.S. (including the News of Polonia). He contacted #aployment as a fulime associate after
Mormon Church in Salt Lake City and tried to get help from their extensive genealogyaduation. In the summer of 2005, she
department. successfully completed five credit hours
Jan was told that his mother visited the orphanage in 1975 asking for him. In 1980 ifis Intensive Polish Language at the
mother sent a letter to him in Phoenix, after finding his address in one of his ads. Befgagiellonian Univ. in Krakow. That same
the letter reached him, however, he had moved to Los Angeles and left no forwardirgar she was a recipient of the F.C.
address. The letter was returned to his mother. Woods Fellowship for Undergraduate
His brother Franciszek saw an ad in 2008 and was successful in locating Jan. JanR@search in Europe and the
stunned to find that he had an uncle in Warsaw and a sister and two brothers still inTasnaszkiewicz=lorio  Scholarship for
KRPHWRZQ RI 64aRZLH VNR +LV PRWKHU KDG QHY HWoWR énguagdiddd ButuikaHItudl.K L O
child. He was saddened by the news that his father J6zef was killed by the KGB in 1958espite carrying a full workload in a
and his mom died in 1998. dual graduate degree program, Anne
In May 2009 he was reunited with his family, who joyfully welcomed him and treateMlarie managed to devote a surprising
him royally. It was his first visit to Warsaw, where he visited his uncle J6zef, now 8mount of time to the community over the
\HDUV ROG +H RQO\ VWD\HG IRU WZR ZHHNV DQG VgasvfdwWWyehrd. Sk \Willhtaddd Kattive
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are calling him constantly and begging him to come back. When asked if he would likeFoHPEHUVKLS LQ WKH :RP Hgé NQ} S!?\QQN?\%

live in Poland when he retires, he replied that he is thinking of it. The next time he goes\ssoc., the Univ. of MI Polish Club, and
Poland he will stay longer and see what happens, if he would like living there. He planstie Friends of Polish Art+ Detroit (an
write a book about his rather unusual life and would like to find someone to assist him. ACPC Affiliate), and a Cornell Univ.
music group, which performed musical

pieces during weekly trips to elderly care
facilities. Anna Marie also served as a
tutor at the UM Academic Services
Center, and raised $1,600 as a finisher in
marathons in Chicago (2007) and Detroit
(2006) for the Leukemia & Lymphoma

she also found time to participate in sports
and exercise activities that included
bowling and serving as an instructor at a
rock climbing gym.
7KH
was presented to Anne Marie Choike on
behalf of the American Council for Polish
Culture at a general meeting of the

Friends of Polish Art (FPA) by Mrs.
Jan and some his fellow orphanage friends at the 60th Reunion
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L. Barbara Martin, Valerie Grace, Agnes

6HNRZVNL ODU\ *DZUR %HDW
Agnes is a graduate student in her second
year of study at the University of Texas
(UT) working toward a Master in Urban
Planning degree as well as an MA with a
major in Russian, Eastern European &
Euigsia) ¢ RUudies: o X1gf 6 BP(Pesigngls
experience over ‘the paSt several years
includes serving as an Intern for the
Center for Public Policy Dispute
Resolution at the UT School of Law, a
Policy Research Member in the
Congressional Research Service at
Austin, a Marketing Manager/Hiring
Coordinator for Ad lucent, LLC, and Sr.
Student Asst. to Summer Programs at the
Center for Intl. Business Education &
Research. In the latter position, she
presented summer study abroad

i&arpdl_?e%ﬂglﬂﬁ T c{/ organized

activities company visits for summer
classes of business schools in Brazil and
China. She also has had notable overseas
experience, having studied summers in
RN DI, Vst (F0prg and spent

er. ng, in Ukrain an
(gogf){‘}*ﬁ?ﬂs sumr%e'_ri,a gQr}ljesbwill
be participating in an extremely selective,
albeit, unpaid summer internship with the
U.S. Dept. of State in the Public Affairs
Office at the Embassy in Thilisi, Georgia.
7KH 3XADVNL VFKRODUVKI
cover some of the expenses involved and
also permit engaging in academic
research and thesis development during
the next academic year.

A professor with whom Agnes studied
Slavic Languages writes that he found her
to be a serious, highly talented and
ambitious student preparing for a career
LQ SXEOLF VHUYLFH DQG
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submitted a final paper on the music of
Polish composer Henryk Gérecki, which
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sophomore year as an undergraduate at
the Univ. of Texas, Agnes was one of the
founding members of the Polorkaistin
Club at the University.

The honoree was presented her $5,000
award on behalf of the American Council
for Polish Culture at her residence in
Austin by ACPC member Mrs. Valerie
*UDFH ZKR LV UHJDUGHG
s Polish
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Along with the check, Mrs. Grace added a
gift of a dozen striking Texas yellow
roses and a bottle of champagne that was
ESR ll_wgcﬂeon prepared by
ZVNLYV PRWKHU
Grace in the presentation was Mrs. Beata
Gmurowski, President of the Austin
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