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Andre Ri eubs This Auschwitz survivor
embarrasses PBS and not welcome at N.Y. City

the Netherlands - _ _ o Holocaust Memorial i
ContactFrank Milewski Polish Catholic Berlin exhibit traces Heds Polish

(
PAC antiBigotry Committee i - i i .
718) A R Survwors recall the day German Polish tles. on Catholic
pacdny@verizon.net Auschwitz began anniversary of Nazi Contact:Frank Milewski,
WikesBar r e, PA ¢é He ContactkranknMilewski invasion PAC Holocaust Documentation
suave and debonair. His is a warm and Holocaust Documentation Committee ] Committee
winning smile. He directs his musicians (718) 26327001 Ext. 105 The Second World War began with the (718) 2632700- Ext. 105
and dancers with an impressive display of pacdny@verizon.net Nazi invasion of Poland on Sept. 1, 1939. Brooklyn, N.Y. It came as no surprise to
old world elegance that captivates every Nearly 70 years later, & new exhibit Ny paol preisler when a New York City

Berlin's German Historical Museum
focuses on the rocky history of German o' -Paper quoted a state assemblyr_‘nan
y y
Rolighties. who _argued that a Holocaust Memorial
w o PitPele Park in Brooklyn should honor only Jews.
An article in the DWWORLD.DE City officials sparked the controversy
(DEUTSCHE WELLE) we @Hen th8y &pfrovéds a ®ifl o place
Around 750 photographs, documents, markers in the park commemorating the
works of art and other historical iterAaS  ponJewish victims of the Holocaust.
many from personal collectionsgo on  pesignated to be in that group were
American public. display in Berlin on Thursday, May 28. homosexual s, Jehova
Even more important for every station Organized in memory of the beginning disabled, political prisoners and Gypsies.
in the PBS networ k, Ri eRiop By Polish gmerigan Coggrese  of the Nazi plan of eastward expansion, A As usual, great ca
wiling to come up with generous Br ookl yn, N. Y. é theuextebit highfights thei@39 invasion s peci f i ¢ descriptio
donations whenever PBS tapes hisobserved as Flag Day in America. In via Gdansk as well as the brutal Nazi  cat hol i ¢ 6 for t hat
performances and appeals for Poland, the date was remembered as theoccupation of Poland through 1945. Preisler of Richmond Hill who survived
contributions when it airs them day in 1940 that Hitler and his Nazis The exhibit begins by examining ties more than three years as a prisoner of
afterwards. opened the gate of Auschwitz to receive between the neighbors in the 18thcentury,Hi t | er 8s SS i n Ausch
Unfortunately, PBS just discovered that the first inmatesi 728 Polish prisoners when presentlay Poland was partitioned  He also survived the bloody January,
this goldmine it owns appears to have anthey transported from Tarnéw, Poland. between Russia, Prussia and Austria, and1945 Death March out of Auschwitz after
inherent flaw. During his current concert ~ Rev. Janusz Lipski (far right) of St. continues to after World War II, looking the Germans gave the order to evacuate
tour of the United States, Mr. Rieu was He d wi g 6 s Church i n at thel eapulsidn of ®eanaiks from P@land the prisoners and transfer them to other
unable to resist the compulsion to display Chaplain of the Long Island Chapter of after 1945, Cold War relations and recent German camps in Austria.
some old world bigotry against the Polish the Polish American Congress joined reconciliation efforts. It was ironic that a matter like the
people when he performed in Wilkes three former Auschwitz prisoners to mark pisferent takes on history Brooklyn park came

Barre last r_nonth. _ the infamOL_ls ar!niversary. _ The way history is viewed and taught in Holocaust Documentation Committee of

Two of his most ardent followers in that ~ Shown \iwth him are (fr(_)m left to rl_ght) both countries has differed dramatically the Polish American Congress was in the

city were Rev. Dr. RfozeésgawG&utiyExlbwskpli g R&es keyrhchr is En%orgragﬂﬂé' frocess of planning to commemorate the
t e

and his wife Donna. Rev. Kuliczkowskiis Wal t er Kogodzi ej ek whoiisBart'icipa I "Nanrfiversary of the June 14, 1940 opening
affiliated with the Scrantohased Polish special commemoration held at the Polish 5 T h e PpPo| es concentaf Auschwitznwhen tthe drst thaaspart jofe

audience for which he performs.

No one would dispute he represents t
guintessenti al con
the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS)|
chose Maestro Andre Rieu to project a|
sense of class and quality that would|
exemplify the high standards of televisio
programming PBS claims it offers th

National Catholic Church which separated American Congress. that took place in Poland during World 728 Polish prisoners arrived that day.

from the Roman Catholic Church a l_\/lr . Kogodziejek W a yarQ o theofiBht WithirEPol&nd éghirﬂste S Auschwitz was originally intended for

century ago. prisoners  condemned  to Auschwitz i t | ¢t 6s Ger many  athedPolish rpeople, hagcordiog th Ereisler
Rev. Kul i czkows ki 6agiving ftharenin [Aygust, 11949, gust two theaters of war," historian Michael who was sent there in October, 1941. For

through the German Nazi and Russian months after the first transport of Poles. pyy e | | er t ol d Deut s dheérsttwpeyearsef.itdexisemnce, most of
Communist occupation of Poland in Mr. Preisler came in October, 1941 and . 5 , r s e theyore ¢ o rthe @risenersl in Auschwitz wete Pelish

World War 1l. He is proud of his Mr . Garczy@ki i n 1¢ddingofthe Polish people. Christians.
grandmotherds effor tMr.i nK osjhoedl zti eerj ierkg \(\Uaeswmqe%o tARE ehidAbe ol wawasrs$tmielsl, Itihkee
during that violent period. first prisoners to be used by Auschwitz sermans are mainly concerned with the he said. Mass transports of Jews began

But the admiration the Kuliczkowskis doctors for human experiments.  crimes of the Soviet Union, butof course only after the Nazi
held for Rieu ended abruptly that evening By the time Auschwitz was liberated in 5,50 with the Holocaust and their own Sol ut i ond at t he Wa

after t he maest r o0 s1945 Jdews nepresae_mte:ﬂ thé.largest WoURY , f f er i n g, 0 he add e danuary, 1942. By the time the war ended,
smile turned i nto amusleredtherg Polish ChrisGansdvere then g eitr has led a joint GermePolish  the largest group murdered there were
skit :n V_\ll_fr‘]iCh helkri(;iculetd_the dp'oiislh seltcond |"f‘r995t-th st < earl school text book committee for the past Jews. Poles were the second largest.
people. ey walked out immediately, It was ironic that, just a week earlier, @ 1 years. He said Polish school books Preisler emphasized that Jews and
di sappointed a n d di chlolcd_usu Menworiaé _Barkwm tBlhDOkIW QWS contained a lot of information Poles share% a similar existence.
cheap s_hot agai nst. hdmcaflmgronlyt\]ewmadd.ed_gﬁveunpreaBW%t Ger many, even RAiwe igtotwa shned ts aanew aty
enjoy a good Jgke but not a degr_adlng groups as the other victims of the .grect. The bigger problem, however, the same uniforms. We ate the same food.
insult,o they said.Holocaust: homos exyha kngt. POlar?dpeV\BSO ¥rténh Kb even we slept in the same barracks. Anyone of
As Mr s . Kul i ¢z k o w3Vitnesses, _tbepdtsa’qlede psbl|t|ca_l FTiSONErs mantioned at all in German text books. us could be shot dead, anytime, at any
number of female cast members walked and Gypsies. Polish Catholics were 14 ¢ o ect that , Miire df &ng $S§ & a rcdo, ndmi htet esea
onto the stage in Dutch folk costumes. disregarded. _ _ has made recommendations on what Efforts to compare and differentiate the
One of the women appeared to act That came as no surprise to Michael ghou1d be included in school books in suffering of the victims were not as

stupidly. Shg haq her hat on backwayds Preisler whq helped f(_)rm the HoIoca_ust both countries and prepared materials for prevalent in past years as they are now.
and was acting in a comedic way. Rieu Documentation Committee of the Polish ta5chers to use in class. Preisler still recalls how joint memorial

alked over to her, readjusted her hat, American Congress because of repeated . . . » . : .
¥vu rn (;/d t o t rj1ue audi efusals to amg(]mbwleslga} ithe Podisg harml@' llarities waiting to be discovered services were originally. conducted by

from Poland. 60 Catholic victims. f Hqt, e telfjf?fgvp % p;yrloac hi@ rlrl]%nl%r:g Jeelfv\éegmcja?i(\jlfsfzofl?h;O;;}Edsm
Rev. Kuliczkowski had good reason to an ugly antiPolish and antCatholic bias E)?Copacrln?tlt%gt alﬁ::/v Gg?mansxfo a\zgi(te Fothersd of which P
feel insulted. @My thatkeepsloy shawimgup among b ttof Pé}and S vice veren. the MoSt NUMerous.

abuse from the German Nazis and theHolocaust writers and people in the

Russian Communists when they occupied media. They twist the Holocaust as a way

- : i dg o g os OnéhA suRyivossjand dewer gemaigeg whpt
Poland. We never expected such at o express their pr@fUdRPY;: o Shd g
putdown from a Dutchman like Mr. Rieu, geﬁtmg to Enow Boland an gso about knew the facts and could tell the complete

We object to anyone who promotes helping other Germans appreciate their Story, the observances slowly drifted away

prejudice among our et.hnij c r s, 0 h eighbor to the east. . from the usua_l ceremony and only six

said. So far, the Iogal OPB§ station He has spent time in Poland caring for a candles were lighted while the rest were
¢ acknowledged their complaint. The few of the 18,000 Holocaust survivors, omitted.

The Kuliczkowskis had no intention o ) . A &= ;
Queen has not yet formulated an now in their 80s, who live in the country, fiThen the media st a

keeping such objections to themselves. : X . s . ;
Thei)/ gonsideredjthis not only a local 2PPropriate response to this and is considering returning to Poland to Mere bystanders who looked on and did
matter but an international one as well. €mparrassing incident. However, the study. nothing while someone else was suffering

, : Mayor of Rieuds homeivYioawrhawas t@uiwok k 6ndying Semetings we wergy gven
They alerted various PBS stations and the . ) f bei h )
Anti-Bigotry Committee of the Polish [© 0rasp the distress of the two you have in commo reccgsed of Peing thepparpeiragpgg despite

: ericans gnd promptly answered with i Ger many and Pol and heavé@ch lkdmmedhds Y
A e ot hoSv?n?er?S(relyetiefl o OB o3 ‘J‘g%r%yg A s o st bngendiati vist yr uiRolishepeople afthe copep whp, resagasl

. « i i Jews more than anyon
about Ri eubds br azeAM Surg dhgre {nust hav n spmegglso important to find similarities that help \ m
wrote tg the Que:an ofuthe Netherlandszandm' sunderstan @ ??g S yepol ogh zteo arrd tthhaet ,PERisielvisis many schools and tells the
to the mayor of Maastricht, the city in the he wrote. The mayor aiso noted that the  geaginess to forgive children about the ‘magnitude -Of the
Netherlands from where Rieu comes. DUtch stil thank the Polish army for  po | andos Halgcaupt apd how, ;s many different

li ing them i [ former fp%roepll%n beltame® ti®t's v
Since Rieu makes constant references to'tj:ratfIng them n W(:r d Warhll. h W3adys3aw Bartoszewski knows about
his hometown and native country, the /'S TOr the execulives who run the g ffering. He was 17 when World War II

Johannes Hering, a 3@arold from As age and death began to take their toll

hate rarely are able to limit their hatred to

Kuliczkowskis wanted these two Dutch whol € PBS networ o Brok@ ¥uP and Fat'érespeht'oﬁ?eeyeafr e t one group,o he
officials to know just how some them to live up to their high standards. .gncentration camp prisoner in

Americans feel and about how Rieu BY doing nothing, they allow bigotry 10 ayschwitz. Yet he has continually been

misrepresents theNetherlands. flourish. o theokuliczkows kBlerﬁn E?(hai‘blit to page 7



