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�Ä�'�U�*�\���J�Z�L�D�]�G�D���L�����Z�L�D�W�á�R���M�H�V�W���E�O�L�*�H�M�´ 
 

�:�L�J�L�O�L�D�����1�R�s�O�����&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V�����%�R�*�H���1�D�U�R�G�]�H�Q�L�H�� 
�W�H���V�á�R�Z�D���V�����]�D�F�]�D�U�R�Z�D�Q�H�� 

�*�U�R�(�Q�\���%�y�J���V�W�D�á���V�L�
���G�]�L�H�F�N�L�H�P�� 
�]�Q�D�O�D�]�á���G�R���Q�D�V���G�U�R�J�
���S�U�]�H�]���F�]�X�á�R���ü���L���Z�]�U�X�V�]�H�Q�L�H�� 
�%�á�R�J�R�V�á�D�Z�L���Q�D�P���U���F�]�N�����Z���U�y�G�����S�L�H�Z�X���S�D�V�W�H�U�]�\�� 
�0�\���E�\�O�L���P�\���W�H�*���M�D�N���G�]�L�H�F�L�����R�E�U�D�]�N�L���]���S�D�O�P�D�P�L�� 

�]���0�D�W�N�����%�R�*�����Q�D���R���O�H���L�����Z�L�
�W�\�P���-�y�]�H�I�H�P 
�W�R���S�L�H�U�Z�V�]�D���Q�D�V�]�D���S�R�G�U�y�*���Z���H�J�]�R�W�\�F�]�Q�H���N�U�D�M�H�� 

�S�L�H�U�Z�V�L���Z�\�J�Q�D���F�\���M�D�N�L�F�K���S�R�]�Q�D�O�L���P�\�� 
�V�]�X�N�D�M���F�\���V�F�K�U�R�Q�L�H�Q�L�D���S�U�]�H�G���N�U�Z�D�Z�\�P���G�H�V�S�R�W���� 

�%�H�W�O�H�M�H�P���G�]�L�Z�Q�L�H���V�Z�R�M�V�N�L�H�����S�D�O�P�\�����D�����Q�L�H�J���S�R�O�V�N�L�� 
�N�R�O�
�G�D���U�D�G�R�V�Q�D���L���U�]�H�Z�Q�D���]�D�U�D�]�H�P�� 

jest w niej rytm krakowiaka i krok poloneza. 
�2���S�y�á�Q�R�F�\���S�D�V�W�H�U�N�D�����%�X�F�K�Q�
�á�R�����Z�L�D�W�á�H�P���L�����S�L�H�Z�H�P�� 

�%�y�J���V�L�
���U�R�G�]�L�����P�R�F���W�U�X�F�K�O�H�M�H�����3�D�Q���Q�L�H�E�L�R�V�y�Z���Q�D�G���]�L�H�P�L�D�P�L�� 
�1�D���F�K�R�L�Q�F�H���S�L�H�U�Q�L�N�L�����M�D�E�á�N�D�����V�]�N�O�D�Q�H���N�X�O�H�� 
�X���V�]�F�]�\�W�X���D�Q�L�R�á���S�U�R�V�L���Z���Q�D�V�]�H�M���V�S�U�D�Z�L�H�� 
�S�R�G���F�K�R�L�Q�N�����S�R�G�D�U�N�L�����Z���V�L�H�Q�L���N�R�O�
�G�Q�L�F�\�� 

�Q�D���V�W�R�O�H���S�R�V�W�Q�H���G�D�Q�L�D���Z���Z�L�H�O�N�L�H�M���R�E�I�L�W�R���F�L 
�L���R�S�á�D�W�H�N�����]�D���N�W�y�U�\�P���L�G�����G�R�E�U�\�F�K���*�\�F�]�H�����N�U�R�F�L�H�� 
�:���E�O�D�V�N�X�����Z�L�H�F���S�R�M�D�Z�L�D�M�����V�L�
���á�D�J�R�G�Q�H���W�Z�D�U�]�H 
�Q�L�H�*�\�M���F�H�M���M�X�*���P�D�W�N�L�����G�]�L�D�G�N�y�Z�����Z�X�M�D�����R�M�F�D�� 

�Z�V�]�\�V�F�\���Q�D�P���Z�\�E�D�F�]�\�O�L�����F�K�F�����]�Q�R�Z�X���E�\�ü���]���Q�D�P�L 
�L���W�D�F�\���S�L�
�N�Q�L���G�]�L�V�L�D�M���L���W�D�N���X�U�R�F�]�\���F�L�� 

�3�U�]�\���V�W�R�O�H���M�H�G�Q�R���P�L�H�M�V�F�H���G�O�D���N�R�J�R�����Z���S�R�G�U�y�*�\�� 
�á�H�]�N�D���V�N�U�\�F�L�H���Z�\�O�D�Q�D�����S�R�W�H�P���G�X�*�R�����P�L�H�F�K�X�� 
przy ciastach i kompocie rozwijanie paczek, 

�S�R�N�y�M���W�R�Q�L�H���Z���S�D�S�L�H�U�N�D�F�K�����V�]�Q�X�U�H�F�]�N�D�F�K���L���Z�V�W���*�N�D�F�K�� 
�Z�V�S�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�L�H���S�U�]�\�M�D�F�L�y�á���R�G�H�V�]�á�\�F�K���Q�D���]�D�Z�V�]�H�� 
�0�\���O���F�R�I�D���V�L�
���Z�F�L���*���G�D�O�H�M�����R�S�á�D�W�H�N���]�H�V�á�D���F�y�Z�� 
�Z�L�O�L�H���R�N�X�S�D�F�\�M�Q�H�����Z���Z�L�
�]�L�H�Q�L�D�F�K�����Z���R�E�R�]�D�F�K�� 

wilie internowanych, wilie zatrzymanych, 
�Q�D���R�E�F�]�\�(�Q�L�H���V�S�
�G�]�R�Q�H�����E�L�H�G�Q�H���O�X�E���R�E�I�L�W�H�� 

���Q�L�H�J���V�N�U�]�\�S�L���L���Q�D���R�N�Q�D�F�K���P�U�y�]���U�\�V�X�M�H���N�Z�L�D�W�\�� 
�&�]�D�V���S�U�]�\�V�W�D�M�H�����G�U�*�\���J�Z�L�D�]�G�D���L�����Z�L�D�W�á�R���M�H�V�W���E�O�L�*�H�M�� 

 

With this beautiful poem by Julia Hartwig, 
The Consulate General of the Republic of Poland  

in Los Angeles 
wishes you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2010. 

�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���L�Q���.�D�W�\�� 
By: Robert Strybel,  
Polish/Polonian Affairs Writer 
 

   My good friend and former Orchard 
Lake colleague, the late Monsignor 
�=�G�]�L�V�á�D�Z�� �3�H�V�]�N�R�Z�V�N�L�� �V�K�D�U�H�G�� �W�K�H��
following experiences both orally and in 
his written memoirs. A 21-year-old 
cavalry captain in 1939, he was among the 
some 22,000 Polish officers captured by 
the Soviets and one of a handful who 
survived the ordeal that would later 
�E�H�F�R�P�H�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �.�D�W�\���� �)�R�U�H�V�W��
Massacre.*  
   The great importance those POWs 
attached to their Catholic faith and Polish 
tradition may be an eye-opener to those 
Polonians who have drifted away from 
one or both. The Poles imprisoned in an 
abandoned Orthodox monastery-turned-
dungeon at Kozielsk, took considerable 
risks to secretly hear the Word of God, 
receive the sacraments and uphold their 
ancestral heritage without their Soviet 
�F�D�S�W�R�U�V�¶���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�����,�Q���W�K�D�W���Z�D�\���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H��
a lot like the early Christians worshiping 
in catacombs. 
   When Christmas 1940 was approaching, 
the then Captain Peszkowski asked the 
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\�� �S�U�L�V�R�Q�� �F�R�R�N�� �:�D���N�D�� ���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q�� �I�R�U��
�-�R�K�Q�Q�\���� �I�R�U�� �V�R�P�H�� �I�O�R�X�U�� �I�R�U�� �R�S�á�D�W�N�L����
�:�D���N�D�¶�V�� �H�\�H�V�� �P�\�V�W�H�U�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �O�L�W�� �X�S�� �D�Q�G�� �K�H��
asked Peszkowski him to step outside into 
the snow. He looked about to make sure 
no-one was watching and then whispered 
�³�2�M�F�]�H�� �Q�D�V�]���� �N�W�y�U�\���� �M�H�V�W�� �Z�� �Q�L�H�E�L�H�«�´���� �D�Q�G��
then went on to recite the Hail Mary in 
strongly eastern-accented Polish. He too 
was a Pole whose family had been 
Russified, because admitting to being 
Polish or Catholic back then was not 
looked upon kindly by the Soviets, to say 
the least. 
   Peszkowski got some coarse, rye flour 
�I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �R�S�á�D�W�N�L�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�R�Q�� �Z�D�I�H�U�V����
Amongst those imprisoned at Kozielsk 
was a priest, whose identity fellow-
prisoners had kept a secret and referred to 
�K�L�P�� �R�Q�O�\�� �E�\�� �K�L�V�� �U�D�Q�N�� �D�V�� �³�W�K�H�� �F�D�S�W�D�L�Q�´������
(Peszkowski himself would not be 
ordained until a decade after the war in 
America). Every so often the word would 
�J�R�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�W�K�H�� �F�D�S�W�D�L�Q�� �L�V�� �J�R�L�Q�J��
�I�R�U���D���Z�D�O�N�´���D�Q�G���S�U�L�V�R�Q�H�U�V���Z�R�X�O�G���V�F�X�U�U�\���W�R��

join him. That was the only way they 
could make their confession. That seemed 
to take forever, because only one person 
accompanied the priest at a time, and the 
walks were few and far between. 
   As Christmas approached, the Soviets 
twice carried out unannounced searches 
and roll-calls. Nevertheless, the prisoners 
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�G�� �W�R�� �F�O�D�Q�G�H�V�W�L�Q�H�O�\�� �S�U�H�S�D�U�H�� �R�S�á�D�W�N�L��
which turned out brownish, brittle and 
similar to Jewish matzoh.  
   �³�:�H�� �V�H�Q�W�� �W�K�H�� �\�R�X�Q�J�H�V�W�� �P�D�Q�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �W�R��
see if the evening star was shining, 
�D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �R�X�U�� �3�R�O�L�V�K�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���´��
Peszkowski recounted his Wigilia in 
�6�R�Y�L�H�W�� �F�D�S�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� �³�7�K�H�� �R�O�G�H�V�W�� �P�D�Q�� �U�H�D�G�� �D�Q��
extract from the Bible which I had copied 
�I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�V�V�D�O�� �R�I�� �D�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�� �P�D�M�R�U���´��
Someone was always posted on watch 
outside. Bits of food were placed on a bed
-sheet pretending to be a table-cloth, and 
there were even tiny gifts for everyone. 
�%�X�W�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �D�W�W�H�P�S�W�� �W�R�� �T�X�L�H�W�O�\�� �V�L�Q�J�� �N�R�O�
�G�\��
failed. Some of the prisoners shared their 
experiences of the preceding Christmas, 
but most wanted to be alone with their 
thoughts and returned to their bunks. 
   Midnight Mass was not even attempted. 
During the long months as a Soviet POW, 
Peszkowski was able to attend a 
clandestine mass only a handful of times. 
Such masses were sporadically attended 
in turn by small groups of prisoners who 
had to appear to be sitting around and 
chatting. On that Christmas Eve the 
Soviet guards and politruks (political-
indoctrination officers) arrived at 10:30 
�S���P���� �³�7�K�H�\�� �R�Q�O�\�� �V�K�R�R�N�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �K�H�D�G�V�� �L�Q��
disgust when they saw spruce branches in 
the middle of the room between our bunks 
and the white sheet with our wafer and 
carved wooden crib which had taken one 
highland (Góral) lieutenant a month to 
�F�U�H�D�W�H���´���3�H�V�]�N�R�Z�V�N�L���U�H�F�D�O�O�H�G�� 
   Nobody seems to have been interrogated 
�R�U�� �S�X�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �H�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �V�X�F�K�� �³�L�O�O�H�J�D�O��
�S�U�R�S�D�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�� �V�X�S�H�U�V�W�L�W�L�R�Q�´���� �D�V��
the Stalinist penal code referred to 
religion. Did the Soviet POW camp 
officials already know what fate was in 
store for the Polish POWs and were under 
orders not to unduly torment their 
captives?  
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remembered from their Pol-Am 
childhood.  
   What about value? The only way to 
answer that question is to compare the 
prices of tourist excursions to other places 
for the same period of time, and those can 
be found on the Internet, in newspapers 
and at local travel agencies. As for the 
prices of things once you are in Poland, 
they are in general more reasonable than 
what you would pay in Britain, France, 
Germany or elsewhere in Western Europe. 
Here is what a few common items may 
now run: 
�‡���%�D�V�L�F���U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W���P�H�D�O���± $5 - $10 
�‡���0�F�'�R�Q�D�O�G�¶�V���F�K�H�H�V�H�E�X�U�J�H�U���R�U���V�P�D�O�O���I�U�L�H�V 
   $1.09  
�‡���%�H�H�U���K�D�O�I���O�L�W�H�U�����R�Y�H�U���������R�X�Q�F�H�V�������V�W�R�U�H 
   price �± 72¢ -  $1.10 
�‡���%�H�H�U���K�D�O�I���O�L�W�H�U�����R�Y�H�U���������R�X�Q�F�H�V�������S�X�E�� 
   price �± $2 - $3 
�‡���&�X�S���R�I���&�R�I�I�H�H���± $1.80 �± $2.18 
�‡���0�H�Q�¶�V���K�D�L�U�F�X�W���± $7 - $12 
�‡���$�L�U�P�D�L�O���O�H�W�W�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���8�6���± $1.16 
�‡���7�D�[�L���F�D�E�����H�Q�W�U�\���D�Q�G����st kilometer  or .62  
   mile) �± $2.36 - $2.76 
�‡���0�R�Y�L�H���W�L�F�N�H�W���± $5.80 �± $7.60 
�‡���&�L�J�D�U�H�W�W�H�V�����S�D�F�N���R�I�����������± $2.90 - $3.60 
�‡���)�O�R�Z�H�U�����F�D�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����U�R�V�H�V�����± 72¢ - $1.09 
   apiece 
   These are Warsaw prices which are 
usually somewhat higher than in other 
cities. The cost of most things is usually 
lowest in small towns and rural areas. For 
visiting Pol-Ams what they actually pay 
�Z�L�O�O���G�H�S�H�Q�G���R�Q���K�R�Z�� �P�D�Q�\�� �]�á�R�W�\�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �J�H�W��
to the dollar when they visit. In 2009, the 
�G�R�O�O�D�U���Z�D�V���Z�R�U�W�K���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���W�K�U�H�H���]�á�R�W�\�V���D�W��
the start of the year and dropped to 2.75 in 
December. 
   To most potential visitors the most 
important is what is there to do and see in 
Poland. Major attractions include: 

WARSAW:  The capital of Poland was 
rebuilt after World War II almost from  
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Visiting Poland in 2010? 
By: Robert Strybel,  
Polish/Polonian Affairs Writer 
 

   At this time of year, summer vacation 
may be the last thing many people want to 
think about. But it is really not to early to 
give it some thought, especially if an 
overseas trip is being considered. The 
weeks and months will fly by in no time 
and soon it will be summer once again.  
   �0�R�V�W�� �3�R�O�L�V�K�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V�� �Q�R�W�� �³�P�D�G�H�� �R�I��
�P�R�Q�H�\�´�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�D�Q�W�� �Z�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �V�S�H�Q�G�� �Q�� �R�Q��
their vacation to be a good value. Most 
will vacation in the States, others may 
head north or south of the border, sign on 
for a Caribbean cruise or maybe even visit 
London or Paris. Why would anybody 
want to spend their vacation in Poland? 
   There are as many different reasons as 
there are visitors. Some are motivated by 
simple curiosity or an interest in their 
cultural heritage. Others hope to visit 
relatives and maybe sing out something 
more about their ancestral roots. There are 
Pol-Ams with specific interests such as 
touring old castles, visiting religious 
pilgrimage sites, collecting folk art, 
communing with nature, restaurant 
hopping or viewing historical re-
enactments. And many represent a 
combination of these and other interests. 
   Many soon come to realize that Poland 
is not just another foreign country. A 
common observation among US-born 
Polonians is that in the Old Country they 
have re-experienced many of the sights, 
sounds, scents and tastes from the time 
they were growing up. That is especially 
true of those raised in or near an old 
Polish neighborhood. It is likewise not 
uncommon to encounter familiar looking 
facial types that remind Polish-Americans 
visitors of some proverbial Mitch the 
druggist, Chet the butcher or this or that 
postman, neighbor, priest or nuns 


