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Merry Christmas

and a

Happy New Year

Please join us at our Traditional Carnival Ball

Pacific Ballroomi The Reef on the Water
880 S. Harbor Scenic Drive-- Long Beach 90802

January, 30 at 6:00PM
$95.00 per person Students, (under 24) $70.00
(Tickets purchased after January-18100.00 per person)

For more information and reservations please call:
818 841-8198 Zofia Fitkowski 626-282-5298
714i 9649165 EIUb i Romazga 626827-7338

Anna lInicki
Urszula Grzelecki

Mowimy w Panstwa jezyku. Z dziatem obstugi kientow AT&T moing

rozmawiac po polsku | ZADZWON 800-601-1385 lub odwied? att.com/Polonia
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Did You Know That? cream, ) and carp, usually fried or in aspic

. ’ (jelliedy).

Compiled by:Rob Strybel -- Polish youngsters do not have to wait
Polish/Polonian Affairs until the morning of December 25th to get
-- Advent, which now usually lasts just their gifts. These are passed out on
under four weeks, once was sireeks Christmas Eve sometime between the
long like Lent. Just as Lent is the IHVWLYH :LJOLD VXSSHU
preparation for Easter, Advent plays the departure for Midnight Mass.

same role with regards to Christmas, - :HVRa\FK ZL W %R*HJR
except it is less somber and penitential.  (Happy Christmas Holidays) is often

-- 7KH R SshaxMgHitdal on Christmas VKRUWHQHG WR MXVW :HV
Eve and the Holy Saturday foddessing  Holidays), but it has nothing in common
custom are practiced by more than 95% of with the same greeting being promoted
all Polish families and continue to be the WRGD\ E\ $PHULFDYV PLO
FRXQWU\TV PRVW ZL G H Washing secularigt/Rgnastctatheist lobby.
traditions -- The Twelve Days of Christmas were
-- The créchamaking contest, held in RQFH FDOOHG *RG\ RU *R
Krakéw in early December, is a fairly Polish and lasted until the Three Kings
recent tradition dating from the pworld Eve (Twelfth Night). As a way of
War Il period. Participating Christmas predicting the weather in the year ahead,
cribs, ranging from matchbox size to 10 each day symbolized a month in the New
feet tall, are displayed round the Adam Year. If the fourth day of Christmas (Dec.
Mickiewicz Monument in the Main Old 28) was cold, you could expect a chilly
Town Square. April.

-- Some families traditioominded -- Once very popular were Christmas Eve
families insist on serving 12 dishes for the fortunetelling games meant to predict the
WUDGLWLRQDO 3 ZIPBPBEWHDWIPURVSHFEFWYV RI D
ZLJLOLMQD’  &KULVWPDV mgidens. Tixeg Svauld go agtdoors after
other families it must be an odd number: supper. A suitor was said to come from
5, 7, 9 or 11, depending on the the direction they heard the first dog
KRXVHKROGYV DIIOXHQFH barking.

-- More and more Polish families aare -- Before the Americaistyle Santa Claus
now setting up reusable artificial WRRN RYHU 3RODQGYV \
Christmas trees in their homes and discountVWRUH VFHQH ZL W!
GHFRUDWLQJ WKHP ZLWK Wichaap)\ yigites OchildranL enlyp DO tisD
Clauses, reindeer, snowmen and otherfeastday, December 6th. Now parents tell
WDFN\ 3S0DGH LQ & K L Qtieir  kids UheQ comes/ \twice: in  early
illuminated by blinking lights. December and on Christmas Eve foretold
-- It was once regarded as a lucky sign if a lifelong spinsterhood.

male visitor was the first the cross a -- The Polish St. Nicholas is often
IDPLO\TV WKUHVKROG R Q ageampaniedy byDay dgvit telpgr sidekick
female as the first outside visitor was who passes out switches to misbehaved
thought to bring misfortune. youngsters. Polish devils. The devils of
- 3RODQGTV WZR PRVW S RRjsh egends areoaften hawe kiumorous
are pickled herring, usually served in oil characters with such native names such as

(usually pickled in vinegar, in oil or sour Did you know to page 14
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