News of Polonia Pasadena

Do not let us forget

:LHVvVaDZz

The deportation of Poles by Soviets in 1940 is practically unknown to young America
even if members of the families were involved in those tragic events. It is hig
commendable when the older generation passes along their historical experiences to

.DURO ODWWKHZ

\RXQJHU JHQHUDWLRQ 7KH JUDQGFKLOGUHQ RI
Purisima Catholic School in Orange, CA and the students were preparing spec
projects for a general presentation.

Matthew Adamowicz, a grandchild, has chosen to describe suffering of his grandmot
during the deportations on February 10, 1940 from their home in Medyka, Poland
Siberia in the Soviet Union. The school principal Mrs. Debbie Vallas and the teach

Susan Agle sponsored the presentation described in an Orange local newspaper. Mattn

described in his own words the tragedy of his grandma family, presented below.
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By: Matthew Adamowicz

7KHUH DUH D ORW RI WKLQJV WR WDON DERXW ZKQH&%I‘S é%sk'f%uptlﬁé/ﬁﬁé(l%eié%f— \
Although Zofia is Cybulski, my grandmother, and her family endured an extended perigghgram. The concert opened with aXFMDQ

of time with almost no food, much sickness, and brutal conditions, she survived beca

Rl KHU IDPLO\fV VXSSRUW DQG SUD\LQJ WR *RG 7KL9\,/n(g_\§, &H&m
The war started with invasions and deportations. In September 1939 Poland wag | o IV VWULQJ VHFWLRQ WQH

invaded by the Soviet Union, which is Russia. Then in February 1940 the Soviet Unigfiyor Wetzel, viola: and David Garrett, employment with

began massive deportations of 2 million Poles to hard labor camps, or gulags, in Sibe‘;r@fo)_ The performance was solid, if not

Zofia, who was 9 years old, her mother, sister and brother were put in a train car with
other people. All those people were put into cattle cars with no seats and a hole in

middle of the car that served as the bathroom. They had no privacy. Their train rideQyever the overall experience was
Siberia took 6 weeks. They rode in the train cars like animals and only given watery sdnetically ver

HYHU\ WR GD\V 3HRSOH GLHG GXULQJ WKH MRXU
located east of the city Krasnoyarsk. Her father, Stefan Cybulski, was taken away t
different camp far to the north near the Arctic Sea.

There was much misery and death in camp Pima. In one barrack, about 200 people

60 degrees during the winter time. A daily ration of food was a small piece of bre

DERXW JUDPV VR HYHU\RQH ZHQW KXQJU\
punished and taken away for trying to get more food for her starving family. One d
=RILDYY VLVWHU +HOHQD IHOO WKUX VRPH LFH DQG
let her return to camp to change and she became very ill. She never received any me
attention and eventually died of pneumonia. Zofia also became very ill with typhoid a
almost died.

Their chance for freedom came in 1942 when the Germans invaded Russia. Many oftgbee
Poles escaped from the camps and headed south toward Persia. Somehow, in what se&i§elivered a stellar performance of this
like a miracle, her father found them. Zofia and her family travelled by boat, train, ar?ﬁrely performed work. The amount o
foot until they ended up in Iran. Eventually she was settled in a refugee camp in Ugangaa.
Africa where she lived from 1942 to 1948 in primitive conditions, but free from the brutg)egutiful sound made me crave more

guards, the harsh weather and starvation.

Then Zofia and her family made their way to England. She met and married hghe for the intermission.

KXVEDQG :LHVabDZ $GDPRZLF]
ZLWK :LHvaDZ DQG WZR FKLOGUHQ
much.

ZKLOH LQ (QJODQG

By: Susan Agle
ODWWKHZ $GDPRZLF]VY WHDFKHU
The students at La Purisima Catholic School in Orange were treated to a rare glim

into life as a Polish deportee during WWII when Wes and Zosia Adamowicz spoke to therformance of Catherine Ransom Karoly

students last week. Wes and Zosia shared with the students how difficult life was for
Polish citizens during the war, not just the Jews. When Hitler and the Germans attac

from the West and Stalin and the Russians attacked from the East, all Poles were affegfigply outstanding. The trio, including
Wes and Zosia were forced from their country into life as prisoners. Zosia was sent ogedlist Jonnathan Karoly, worked closely

several month journey in a cattle car deep into Russia where she and her family were

to a forcedlabor camp, crammed into living quarters, expected to survive on only 4Q§krformance, one of which Bach himself

grams of bread a day, and treated like common criminals. When amnesty finally came

#
=RILD $GDPRZLF] DQG 3%2

; ; ) > WJ€ 79. The piece was masterfully
crammed in one barrack, with only 2 burner stoves. Zofia had to sleep on top of a suitcasgy yIRUPHG E\ PHPEHUYV Rl{

because there was no bed for her. Everyone over 13 had to do hard labor in the fofgs§ section (Ariana Ghez and Anne
cutting trees and working the land. The temperature at camp Pima would get to negafiM&ie Gabriele oboesiorin Levee and
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Anderszewski Chamber

Concert Review

By: ' DQLHO .OPL VNL
Polish Music Center

Pianist Piotr Anderszewski visited Los
Angeles for a series of concerts including
a chamber performance of Dmitri
6 KR V W D NPRnoLuki®Mn G Minar
Op. 57 on January 26 and a performance
Rl /XGZLJ YDQ % Righe/K
Concerto No. 1 in C MajorOp. 15 with
Los Angeles Philharmonic on January 29,
30 and 31.

Widely considered to be one of the
greatest pianists in the world, Piotr
Anderszewski is of Polisklungarian
scent. He was born in Warsaw, where
Qdelef Cat HireF IF ERAPiR Dusic

%‘ademy. Later, he continued his studies

the conservatories in Strasbourg and
n_ At 18 he spent, ear |
A hop B sAlab 2 Kbl
holarship. He has also studied with
urray Perahia, Fou Ts'ong and Leon
disher. Since 2000 he has been an
Bclusive Virgin Classics artist.
®Nour reviewer was lucky enough to
&V experienced the January 26 LA Phil
Chamber Music Society concert, which
featured not so much Anderszewski as a
soloist, but rather the musicians of the Los
Angeles Philharmonic in various chamber
configurations reinforced tﬁ/
e

ODULDQ OLFKDa
Drobniewski

h
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Mike died suddenly and unexpectedly of
a massive coronary while shoveling snow
at his home in Nieszawa, Poland.

Mike was born on September 24, 1939
in Ciechocinek Poland, just 24 days after
the Nazi invasion of that country. His
IDWKHU aXFMDQ ZDV DQ
having been born of Polish parents in
Detroit; thus Mike and his brother were
eligible for American citizenship once
residency requirements were met.

& ARIONMW]IL. she  Brabuiewvskiofamily,
/HRNDGLD OLNH
EURWKHU ODFLHM 30LWFK
1948 and moved to Detroit, Michigan,

G AN B b Qe

in their styling department. In 1955, the
IDPLO\ PRYHG WR S$SUL]JRQTI
health, needing a drier, warmer climate to
relieve her chronic sinus infections. The
parents moved back to Detroit in 1960,
BS ot o\ EDmioeiesons styedinfsizans.v
Most of Mike's adult life was spent in
Tempe, Arizona, where he married, and
divorced after 25 vyears. He joined
ni\/ﬁrﬁi Ifgalté/Klnco 'r\/ Tempe and
eventually became majority stockholder
and president. He became a successful
; } investor in rental properties, which led to
S GBI b AU GHRWIL WP TY DRK D QIH LQ IR |
Ethan Property management.
W GUKNHHIXDY AFWHYXVHG WR

fiedk was performed without a conductor, Phoenix, and instrumental in bringing a

Which for such a large chamber group is permanen_t Polish Par_|sh to Phoenix.
no small feat. The ensemble worked . Mike retired from his real estate career

; : in 2001 when he was asked to help take
ther as tightly as a great Swiss wach care of his aunt and godmother, Isabella
f Nawrocka Tarta, who was dying of cancer
d in Florida. While in Florida, he reunited
ZLWK 3ROLVK FRXVLQV
Nawrocki family who came to pay their
respects to their beloved aunt. He was
Foak DR RN Kv(;‘lis8@[LH/FIX@/ BRWDRVHWDEHOODTV

X Wgﬁdﬂwlﬁ igtipoHi® heirs in
leszawa, Mike fell In" love with the
town, the country, and the relaxed way of
life there, he purchased some land, had a
se puil m ere permanently.
tﬁkﬁ L%%J%‘a@q/ 325(? U DOO KLV
OLNLQJ WKH .LQJTV (QJOL)
style locally taught), became an American
Englishlanguage teacher to a number of
young people. He also started a town
tradition of celebrating the Fourth of July
holiday with fireworks and a Sock Hop.
Mike was a frequent contributor to
News of Polonia, first with news from
Arizona, then a series of articles regarding

[¢
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WHH H W K 8t C Minor Op.

Mbers of the LA

A

s@i@jhtly understated. Some of the faster
fB8sages lacked detail and definition,

o
00 forthelfe e o

0 fhe second work on the program was
JUDQ] .UR P&tidlin Eflat Major,

nica Kaenzi

Phtricia  Kindel, contrabassoon:

Behhhdh Rt Brid2 BitEoW, Hdts)Z1h

rgy combined with fantastic detail an i

music from this grouping, however it was
' Qfter  the/ o

in E Minor, BWV 1034. The

performance, which again featured two
members of the Los Angeles
3KLOKDUPRQLF MRLQHG
Lucinda Carver on harpsichord, was
R8thing short of stunning. The flute

tdbk my breath away; her command of the
keflrument and silky smooth timbre were
g$ehteffortlessly and created a masterful

wi@uld have been proud.

the Poles, they found they had no country to return to. Poland was still occupied and n&fter such an excellent start to the MS impressions of Poland as a returnee,

country wanted the more than one million displaced Poles. Zosia and her family joingstond half of the concert, expectations
the refugees in Iran and the Middle East. From there, they joined the many Poles o the final

made their way to Britisigontrolled Uganda where they were finally able to begin
rebuilding their lives. Although Zosia and her family had to start over on a new contine
they felt they had everything in the world they needed because they had their freed

Their freedom meant more to them than gold. Zosia shared that the key to her survivgitr
was her faith. She knew God had not abandoned her and that by keeping her faith in Hd@intet in G Minor Op. 57 by Dmitri

He would deliver them, and He did.
What an amazing testimony of faith, courage, and hope Wes and Zosia shared.

and later, giving some insight on his
political views of Poland as well as the
USA.

Mike is survived by brother Mitch,
Sisterin-Law Beth, nieces Marilyn Bacon
and Ann Adams, grandnephews Matthew
and Brian Bacon and Zachary Adams and

Shostakovich is a rather challenging work, grandniece Heather Adam_s, all living in
Bbeh technically and musically. In this the Denver, Colorado area=

work were very high,
especially considering that most of the
Aludience had come to Wald Disney
@ncert Hall on Tuesday evening to hear
Anderszewski play. ThePiano

VWXGHQWY DQG WHDFKHUV ZHUH PRYHG DQG HQOLJKMHRHYEDB\FWKH $6 R B REZHFYRL MW RSID U Q) HR\G

continue to bless you and your familyl

included Associate Concemaster,
violinist Bing Wang, violinist Varty
Manouelian, Principal violist Carrie

.D P LH -\ANderszewski to page 16



