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Ignacy Jan Paderewski
By: Christie Onzol
Just 50 years ago Ignacy Jan Paderewski
was still regarded as a “superstar” of sorts,
a household name. His Centennial was
honored by the issuance of the 4- and 8cent US stamps, 48 sates declared
Paderewski Day, congressional and
senatorial committees were formed to
celebrate this great artist, visionary
politician, grand philanthropist, and
“modern immortal” as he was called by
President Franklin Roosevelt. For a year
and a half parties, concerts, and a
multitude of other forms of remembering
this great man were carried out
everywhere.
Nowadays however, the name
Paderewski is rarely heard outside of
classroom discussions about pianists of
the early 20th century. Somehow over the
past 50 years, Paderewski’s name and
accomplishments have faded into the
background. He has been swept off into
the “special interest” category despite his
enormous contributions, not only as a
great musician, but also a philanthropist
and humanitarian of the highest level.
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Fortunately his legacy is still alive and
can be rekindled again to the dimensions
it deserves. For this reason the Paderewski
Music Society has taken upon themselves
the task of implementing here in Los
Angeles the American Paderewski Piano
Competition. An international competition
open to young pianists from the ages of 16
to 32. With only time constraints and a
requirement of merely one piece by
Paderewski, the goal of this competition is
not simply to promote the music of
Paderewski, or him as a pianist, but
Paderewski as a whole, who he was, what
he stood for, and what he accomplished.
Here was a man, who singlehandedly,
inspired the creation of the “stage-rush”,
the Beatles-like stampede, whose concerts
drew in audiences rivaled by those of
today’s greatest rock concerts, whose
opera, piano concerto, and own piano
recital coincided on the same day in three
major music halls of New York City and
all three were attended beyond the
capacity of each venue, who financially
supported young musicians, university
and conservatory students on both sides of
the Atlantic, orphanages, hospitals, war
efforts to liberate and resurrect his native
Poland, veterans of war in various
countries, and innumerable individuals
and organizations. With his wallet wide
open he commissioned or participated
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extensively in recognizing people, events,
and venues that contributed significantly
to the betterment of the world. This is a
mere drop in a sea of innumerable
accomplishments. How could the world
let such a man dissipate into the
background? His rise from the obscurity
of a motherless childhood in a desolate
Podolian village to the pinnacle of arts,
humanity, social standing, and political
influence was astounding and shouldn’t
be forgotten.
In the words of Henryk Martenka,
Director of the International Paderewski
Piano Competition in Bydgoszcz, Poland:
“Paderewski gained an unconditional
respect from the American people, one
attributed only to individuals of great
success in fighting for the good of a
nation, and is one of only a handful of
Poles and Europeans that function
permanently in the American cultural
sphere. The live memory, perhaps even
Paderewski’s legend, forever inspires the
creation of something new and of great
value”. With unwavering conviction I
believe that this endeavor qualifies for the
prize of that last statement.
The 1st American Paderewski Piano
Competition will take place this year

between May 26 - 29 in Thayer Hall of
The Colburn School in Downtown, Los
Angeles. The competition is open to the
public and most definitely worth
attending. Twenty-four of the finest young
pianists will compete for the privilege of
being the first winner. The competitors
come from a wide variety of cultures and
backgrounds, represent elite schools and
study with renowned professors. It is the
goal of this competition to reinstate
Ignacy Jan Paderewski as a beacon of
inspiration to young pianists such as those
who will compete in May of this year.
Charles Phillips said of Paderewski in
his book, The Story of a Modern
Immortal, “Those of us who love Poland
are glad that she can claim him as a son,
but let her always remember that Ignacy
Jan Paderewski belongs to all mankind.”
The Paderewski Music Society is a nonprofit organization and all officers and
members of the board serve without any
financial compensation. Having this piano
competition in Los Angeles in the year of
Ignacy Jan Paderewski's 150 anniversary,
is sure to make all lovers of classical
music proud, happy, and fulfilled. Your
support would be greatly appreciated. For
more information please visit the
Paderewski Music Society website at
www.ijpaderewski.org
or call (818) 456-7742. ❒
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An interesting story
The following story started with
the following letter from Bob
Lamming... which was circulated
in Polonia.
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Those who rule Poland
are not fans of Professor
Chodakiewicz
By: John Czop

Several members of Polonia responded
to Bob’s invitation and participated on
the show. Here is the response of one
Polonian, Dariusz Zakrzewski.
Dear Mr. Adams,
This is the first time I listened to RBN
and I am impressed with many things you
said, and I agree with you on many issues.
The specific issue however, that the
program addressed, the Bydgoszcz
(Bromberg) massacre, I am sad to note,
you truly are completely off on.
I am a 4th generation Polish-American.
I was born in Poland and raised for the
first 10 years of my life in Bydgoszcz
(Bromberg) Poland, - my hometown. I
grew up with stories my grandmother,
aunts and uncles told me about the war
and its first days.
My family ties with Bydgoszcz go way
back in history. The last Castellan of
Bydgoszcz (end of the 18th century) in
the first Commonwealth of Poland was a
relative of mine. My grandfather, a
professional Army Officer perished at the
hands of the Germans before my mother
was born, leaving his young wife (23
years old) and child. My pregnant
grandmother had to leave her house at
once, warned by a German neighbor that
they are coming to get her. The whole
family was on a German blacklist.
Another German neighbor turned her in
while she was living on the street, but she

This article describes the first portion of
the particularly lively and candid
questions and answers session that
followed the two speeches delivered at
The Second Annual Kościuszko Chair
Lectures, on 14 November 2009 at The
Institute of World Politics (IWP) in
Washington, DC. The Q & A lasted as
long as the two speeches -- one hour.
The first speech was delivered by the
first and present incumbent of The
Kościuszko Chair in Polish Studies at
IWP, Professor Marek Jan Chodakiewicz.
“Between Nazis and Soviets: Occupation
Politics in Poland, 1939-1947” (Lanham,
Maryland: Lexington Books, 2004) is
Chodakiewicz’s major book to date. This
monograph presents the findings of his
careful research that focused on one
county in central Poland, Janow Lubelski,
in the Province of Lublin, and documents
how the population of this agricultural
area with a Polish majority and Jewish,
Ukrainian and German minorities reacted
to both the Nazi and then the Soviet
occupations. It is an enlarged and revised
version of Chodakiewicz’s Columbia
Ph.D. dissertation.
Chodakiewicz’s other key book is
“After The Holocaust: Polish-Jewish
Conflict in the Wake of World War
II” (Boulder, Colorado: East European
Monographs Distributed by Columbia
University Press, 2003), which should be
in every public library in America.
Readers recall that in his speech
“Transformation 1988-1992: The Case of
Poland”, Chodakiewicz persuasively
argued against the widely, but wrongly,
held view that Communism collapsed in
Poland, what he called “the propaganda of
success”. Instead, Chodakiewicz cited
facts to show that Communism was, in
fact, transformed and never collapsed in
Poland.
First, the senior former Communist
upper level civil servants, during the early
1990s, succeeded in buying Polish State
property with sweetheart loans and
leasing arrangements they received from
their younger former Communist pals still
working in government run banks. There
was economic “shock therapy” for the
Polish masses, while the former
Communist bosses transformed
themselves into wealthy capitalists. They
used their wealth to buy substantial shares
of the Polish mass media in order to
control elections by manipulating public
opinion.
Poland was not unique in suffering this
transformation. Only in Estonia was the
property of the pre-World War II elite
restored in order to set up a successful
counterweight to the former Communists.
The only other country where
Communism did collapse was the former
East Germany, which was absorbed by
West Germany. Elsewhere in the former
Soviet space, including Poland, there was
transformation, rather than collapse, of
Communism.
Second, Chodakiewicz explained the
national security ramifications of
transformed Communism in Poland. The
U.S.A. and the U.K., Poland’s key NATO
allies, treat Poland as a security risk and
give Poles at NATO in Brussells and
Mons second class security clearances.
This means that Poles are not trusted with
NATO’s top secrets because the Poles did
not carry-out lustration -- the weeding-out
of Communists from key positions in
Polish Government, and especially from
jobs in national security.
Moreover, Poland’s former President
Alexander Kwaśniewski (1995-2005)
neither set up defences to protect Poland’s
Eastern borders, nor did he receive what
he hoped for from the United States -- a
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Rick Adams is going to have me as a
guest on his 2-hour talk show this
Wednesday, May 5. The show runs from
10 to midnight EST, but I don’t know
how much time he’ll give me or how he’ll
format the show.
The topic is Poland in the Second World
War. In particular, I am disputing the way
that Nazi Germany is whitewashed on
Rick’s show, elsewhere on the RBN
(Republic Broadcasting Network), and
widely within the “truth/patriot”
movement. Also, I take issue with the
totally biased presentation given to the
German-Polish conflict within the wider
war, including German territory given to
Poland by the unfair Versailles Treaty,
Polish abuse of German minorities, etc.
These people also promote the dishonest
“holohoax”, namely that Germany did not
mass murder the Jews in WW II.
I called on April 13, when they gave the
whole program over to the Polish airplane
tragedy, and after our discussion got
heated, they invited me to come back later
for a longer talk so they could move on to
other callers. I’m a little surprised that
they’re keeping their promise, but I want
to be well prepared and collected for this
performance.
I expect that I may be operating in
hostile territory, and when Rick opens up
the line for callers, I might be swarmed by
German supporters. I am not at my best
when people are ganging up on me. Hence
this request for support! If any of you are
available on Wednesday evening, would
like to listen in online and then queue up
via their 800 number to give me some
support, I’ll probably need it, and it’ll be
much appreciated.
One warning about something that may
put you off! Jews seem to come in for a
lot of criticism in this forum.
Nevertheless, you would doubtless share
my shock and outrage at some of what
rolls off the lips of these opinion-shapers
regarding WW II era history as it relates
to Poland and you might wish to help this
talk show’s broader, uncommitted
audience to apprehend a more balanced
view.
Here’s the link:
http://republicbroadcasting.org/

