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Brooklyn, N.Y. … Polish Catholic 

survivors of Auschwitz Andrew 

Garczyński (left) and Walter Kołodziejek 

(center) present a copy of Dr. Richard 

Lukas‘ book ―Forgotten Holocaust -- 

Poles Under German Occupation 1939—

1944‖ to Asher Novek from the office of 

the Comptroller of New York City, John 

Liu. Mr. Novek represented Comptroller 

Liu at the plenary meeting of the Polish 

Amer ican Congress  Downstate 

N.Y.Division held at Greenpoint‘s Polish 

& Slavic Center. 

   The meeting coincided with the 70th 

anniversary of the day Hitler‘s SS began 

operating the dreaded Auschwitz 

concentration camp on June 14, 1940.  

   After invading and occupying Poland 

nine months earlier, the Germans rounded 

up and sent 728 Polish prisoners from 

Tarnow to Auschwitz on the first transport 

recorded there. 

   Although Mr. Garczyński was sent to 

Auschwitz in 1943, his brother Stanley 

(now deceased) was one of those early 

arrivals and came there on the second 

transport from Tarnów. 

   For the first two years it operated, most 

of the prisoners in Auschwitz were Polish, 

according to Garczyński. Mass transports 

of Jews began arriving there in early 1942 

after the Germans developed the idea of 

the ―Final Solution‖ at the Wannsee 

Conference. 

   By the time the camp was liberated in 

1945, Jews represented the largest group 

murdered there. Poles were the second 

largest. 

   Mr. Kołodziejek was marked as prisoner 

No. 2254 when he arrived in Auschwitz in 

August, 1940, barely two months after the 

first transport of Polish prisoners.  

   Adjusting to his new status as a 

concentration camp inmate was enough of 

a trauma. He then found out that the 

German doctors picked him to become 

one of the first prisoners in Auschwitz for 

their special experiments. 

   The Polish American Congress 

combined the 70th anniversary of the 

Auschwitz opening with the 70th 

anniversary remembrance of the Katyń 

Massacre.  

   At Katyń, the Russians methodically 

executed 22,000 Polish officers, priests, 

professors, doctors, lawyers and other 

professionals during April and May of 

that year. 

   Just as soon as the Russians completed 

their grisly murders at Katyń, the 

Germans then opened their Auschwitz 

death factory in June to begin killing more 

Poles. 

   Together, Katyń and Auschwitz 

conspired to make Spring, 1940 ―Poland‘s 

Most Cruel.‖   ❒ 
 

__________ 

70th Anniversary of Auschwitz 
 

Remembering the First 

train to Auschwitz  
By: Frank Milewski  
pacdny@verizon.net  

Participating in the 70th Anniversary Katyń 

and Auschwitz commemoration will be 

(from left to right) Andrew Garczyński, 

Michael Preisler and Walter Kołodziejek, 

all Polish Catholic survivors of Auschwitz. 
 

Brooklyn, N.Y. …It was April 1940. Six 

months had already passed since the 

invasion of Poland by the Germans and 

the Russians the prior September. Most of 

the killing should have stopped by now. 

   Little did the Polish people know what 

was in store for them from the Germans 

and the Russians who now occupied their 

country. 

   Their Springtime was about to become 

just as cruel and bloody as the winter they 

just lived through. It was to be the time of 

Katyń and Auschwitz. 

   The Downstate N.Y. Division of the 

Polish American Congress marked the 

70th anniversary of the Katyń Massacre 

and the opening of the Auschwitz 

concentration camp with special 

observances at its annual meeting on 

Sunday, June 13 at the Polish & Slavic 

Center in Greenpoint, Brooklyn. 

Participating in the event were Auschwitz 

survivors, Polish war veterans and 

members of the Children of Polish 

Christian Holocaust Survivors. 

   The recent release of Russian 

documents about Katyń confirmed that 

the Communists began a systematic 

murder of at least 22,000 Polish army 

officers, priests, university professors, 

doctors, lawyers and other professionals 

on orders from the Soviet dictator, Joseph 

Stalin. 

   The barbaric 1940 orgy of terror and 

death lasted through the months of April 

and May. Most of the executions took 

place in the Katyń forest, near Smolensk, 

the site of the April 10th plane crash that 

recently killed the president of Poland and 

many government and military officials. 

   And – as if the Katyń murders were not 

enough of a Polish tragedy – the Germans 

who were in control of the other half of 

occupied Poland decided to begin 

operations at the infamous Auschwitz 

death camp on June 14th.  

   They opened it on that day by sending 

728 Polish prisoners from Tarnów, the 

first transport ever. For the first two years 

of its existence, the majority of inmates in 

Auschwitz were Polish. Mass transports 

of Jews did not begin until Spring, 1942. 

   World War II officially ended in May, 

1945. ―For everyone else but not for 

Poland and several other countries in 

Eastern Europe,‖ said Michael Preisler, co

-chair of the Polish American Congress 

Holocaust Documentation Committee and 

an Auschwitz survivor himself. ―The 

Russian army would not leave Poland 

until 1993.‖   ❒ 
 

__________ 

THEY COULD HAVE 

DIED IN AUSCHWITZ 

BUT THE GERMANS 

NEVER GOT AROUND 

TO KILLING THEM 
Contact: Frank Milewski  
pacdny@verizon.net  

Polish American Congress 

gives CBS a lesson in 

Holocaust History 
Contact: Frank Milewski  
(718) 263-2700 – Ext 105 
 

New York, N.Y. … There‘s a limit on 

how much you can insult an ethnic group.  

Former prisoners of World War II 

German concentration camps who belong 

to the Polish American Congress (PAC) 

felt CBS-TV went beyond it. 

   What upset them so much was a mean 

and nasty wisecrack by one of the actors 

in the CBS series, Two and a half Men 

who had the line, ―You don‘t have to tell 

me twice.  I‘m not a Polack.‖  

   The PAC‘s Anti-Bigotry Committee 

took up the cause of the angry survivors 

and presented a statement on their behalf 

to CBS President Leslie Moonves and 

also to Sumner Redstone, chairman of the 

board.  

   In response, a CBS spokesman 

contacted the PAC‘s anti-bias unit and 

assured it that the offensive segment will 

be pulled off the CBS replay schedule. 

   In its protest statement to CBS, the PAC 

had characterized the slur as ―a gratuitous 

insertion of nonessential material. We and 

every other Polish American can interpret 

it only as an attempt to insult our 

intelligence.‖ 

   The PAC also made it clear that those 

who felt most insulted were survivors of 

the German concentration camps and 

were mistreated there by the SS. They 

thought CBS was just as racist as the 

Germans by trying ―to depict Polish 

people as mentally deficient and 

intellectually inferior.‖ 

   During the Holocaust, ―Hitler and his 

Nazis arrogantly classified Jews, Poles, 

Gypsies and some others as 

untermenschen, the German word for 

subhuman. Their tormentors treated them 

accordingly as ‗Polish swine‘ or ‗Jewish 

vermin.‘‖  

   The PAC‘s committee emphasized, ―it 

is not appropriate for CBS or anyone else 

in the entertainment industry to portray 

any people as inferior. The world cannot 

forget how Germans once claimed they 

were a superior people and a master race 

while, at the same time, declaring Jews 

and Slavic people like the Poles to be 

inferior. 

   ―Since both you and Mr. Redstone are 

Jewish,‖ the PAC told Mr. Moonves, ―we 

trust we can rely on you not to permit the 

remnants of this abhorrent and perverse 

Nazi ideology to worm its way into 

programs CBS offers.‖ 

   After being contacted by CBS 

spokesman Martin Franks, the chairman 

of the Anti-Bigotry Committee, Frank 

Milewski told him that the term ―Polack‖ 

is just as offensive to Polish Americans as 

the N-word would be to African 

Americans. 

   ―We refer to it as the P-word,‖ he said. 

Milewski also noted that some of the most 

effective comedians attribute their success 

to making fun of themselves instead of 

someone else. ―It would be nice if CBS 

took that advice and left us Polish 

Americans alone.‖   ❒ 
 

___________ 

Reflections on Kielce 

and Communism: The 

Obstacle of the Kielce 

Pogrom to Polish-Jewish 

Reconciliation 
By: Iwo Cyprian Pogonowski 
 

Putting to Rest World War II’s  

Spirit of Hatred 
 

   World War II was a war of hatred: 

institutionalized hatred, ethnic hatred, 

popularized hatred. Born of this hatred, 

monstrous actions taken by ordinary 

people resulted in, among other things, the  
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Polish Heroes 
The history of the country's World 

War II resistance against Nazi 

Germany fell victim to Realpolitik. 

By: Terry Tegnazian 
 

   April‘s tragic plane crash that killed 

Polish President Lech Kaczynski, his 

wife, and 94 others, brought an important 

piece of the country‘s history to the 

world‘s attention: The Katyn massacre of 

22,000 Polish officers and intelligentsia 

by Soviet forces 70 years ago. 

   Poland is mostly absent from the 

popular Western vision of World War II, 

despite being the first Western Ally to 

stand up to the Nazi German war 

machine. Poles fought with great 

distinction on every front, abroad and at 

home, fielding the fourth largest Allied 

military force in Europe. And Poland was 

the only Ally that was invaded and 

occupied by two enemies—Germans from 

the West and Soviets from the East. 

   So why are stories of Poland in World 

War II ―missing in action‖? I began to ask 

myself when I started researching Polish 

fighter pilots in the Battle of Britain for a 

novel I planned to write. While reading 

many long-out-of-print memoirs of Polish 

war leaders, soldiers and civilians, I found 

myself moved and inspired by the heroism 

and resilience with which the Poles faced 

insurmountable odds. Here was an 

important piece of history I‘d never 

learned, though I consider myself a well-

educated American. 

   Polish fighter pilots swiftly learned 

English and mastered unfamiliar British 

flight instruments to help the RAF win the 

Battle of Britain, downing three times the 

average RAF score with one-third the 

casualties. The Polish Air Force fought 

throughout the entire war, widely 

respected as superb pilots. But like much 

of Poland‘s World War II experience, 

these exploits were buried after the war. 

The reason was Realpolitik. 

   Poland, like other East European 

countries, was abandoned by the U.S. and 

the U.K. to the post-war Soviet sphere of 

influence. Stalin knew that the Poles hated 

the Communists as much as they hated the 

Nazis. To control the country, he 

employed a two-pronged strategy of 

physical terror and propaganda. The 

repercussions of his comprehensive 

campaign to marginalize and discredit the 

AK and Polish underground leaders, both 

within Poland and internationally, 

continue to reverberate today. 

   On my first trip to Poland in 2005, the 

50-something woman I‘d hired as my 

translator came to our first meeting with 

books by two former AK members that 

she had gotten from the library to prepare 

for our project. ―I want to thank you for 

this assignment,‖ she told me. ―I knew 

none of this. When I was growing up, we 

were taught that it was the Communist 

resistance that saved Poland from the 

Nazis, and that these AK guys were 

clowns.‖ 

   For example, when we think of the 

―resistance‖ in World War II, it‘s the 

French who come to mind. But in Nazi 

occupied Poland, the entire government, 

both civil and military, went underground 

to form the ―resistance.‖ At its height, the 

underground Polish army (Armia 

Krajowa, or AK) counted 300,000 brave 

men, women and even children. 

   There was also the secret Żegota 

Committee, part of the Polish 

underground government, whose mainly 

Christian members risked their own and 

their families‘ lives to save Polish Jews. 

   Here was an intelligent Polish woman 

who did not know her own history 

because of propaganda. This and other  
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