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Calendar of Events 
 

Sept 18 & 19, Sat & Sun, Dożynki - Fall Festival,  Polish Center in Yorba Linda. 

Information:714-996-8161. 

Sept 25 & 26, Sat & Sun, Bazaar - Fall Festival at Polish Parish in Los Angeles. 

Oct 2 5:30 pm - Las Vegas - Springs Preserve Crossroads Commons - Outdoor 

Amphitheater. Honorary Consulate of the Republic of Poland in Las Vegas - Presenting  

Chopin on the Rocks - Celebrating Chopin’s 200th Birthday Anniversary. ONE 

PHENOMENAL COMPOSER, THREE UNIQUE TWISTS. Contemporary  - ALIZMA, 

Classical - ANNA KIJANOWSKA, Jazz  -  LESZEK MOZDZER. Pre-Concert 

Entertainment provided by the Las Vegas Youth Orchestra. String Quintet Concert 

“Prelude” by Pianist David Kowalski. General info tickets $40.00.   Info: (702) 368-7974. 

Oct 15 - 21, Fri thru TH, 11th & 1/2 Polish Film Festival - Laemmle’s Sunset 5 

TheatreInfo: www.PolishfilmLA.org - Showing interesting selection of new Polish films. 

Oct 17, Sun, 10:30 a.m., PNA meeting, “Poland Forever” Polish Parish in Los Angeles 

Oct 23, Sat, The Polish American Heritage Month at The Polish Club of Laguna Woods. 

Oct 24, Sun, 2:00 pm. Friends of John Paul II Annual Banquet . 

Oct 30, Sat, 8 pm, Canto Subito, canto biography of John Paul II by Piotr Rubik,       

Orchestra, Choir, Soloists at Barnum Theatre, 601 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica, CA, tickets 310 

396 2165, email: Bogawa2000@yahoo.com 

Nov 11 - 14, Thu thru Sun - Paderewski Festival in Paso Robles, CA 

Nov 7, Sun 9:30 am – 4:00 pm. Polish Children’s Rainbow Fund’s Annual Holiday Fair, 

Szarotka Retirement Home in Los Angeles. 

Nov 21, Sun, 1:30 p.m., Friends of John Paul II Ważne Zebranie.  

Dec 5, Sun, 10:30 a.m., PNA Meeting. Polish Parish in Los Angeles 

Dec 18, Sat, 5 p.m., Traditional Christmas Dinner Celebration at The Polish Club of 

Laguna Woods. 
 

Please send information for the calendar to Bish Petryka - e-mail: zbyskoopet@aol.com    

because he does not care or he can’t 

remember that she existed? 

   Our grandmothers used to place a date 

on the back of each photograph - how 

clever! As the years went by, they became 

more confused until they got to the point 

that they wrote 1889 when they actually 

meant 1989… My own grandmother 

wrote not only the place, the date, but the 

time of the day when she was writing a 

letter. She even made a note of what 

music played in the background on the 

radio “Lipiec 3, 1977, godz 11:00, Jerzy 

Połomski, Moja miła, moja cicha, moja 

śliczna.” She was very creative, as you 

can see…  

   All had the good excuse of age to act as 

they did, so whatever Jarosław Kaczyński 

(Jay Kay) is doing lately, I’m sure it has 

some explanation too. Nobody is talking, 

but busy saluting their master.  

   The mourning process expired, but he is 

all energized in keeping the cross 

controversy going along with the 

Smolensk conspiracy theory. Not like he 

is using this for some political gain, 

nah….! 

   I was hoping that the storm caused by 

the cross would be over by now so the 

street traffic on Krakowskie Przedmieście 

would return to normal, and the country 

could proceed to more important issues of 

national attention like aid to the flood 

victims, healthcare, construction of 

highways (approaching EURO 2012 is a 

great push in that sphere), increase in 

taxes and all the obstacles that prevented 

Poland from becoming modern and 

prosperous as Law & Justice with Jay Kay 

as PM so vigorously used to fight for. 

   No such luck - the very next day after 

the plaque was hung outside the 

presidential palace, some impetuous 

senior resident “decorated” it with feces 

to, I guess, commemorate all victims of 

the Smolensk crash. Another 72 year old 

was arrested for bringing explosives. Both 

incidents brought even more attention to 

the site. One probably forgot where the 

nearest public restroom was, and another 

must have forgotten what explosives are 

for.  

   Poles have this obsession with 

monuments. First, the communists spread 

them all over the country, now the 

Catholics are just as bad with monuments 

of John Paul leading the list. But see, 

there are other ways to commemorate 

someone’s life - donating money to 

charities is good, funding scholarships is 

another, buying medical equipment, 

computers to schools, creating a safe 

environment and after school activities for 

underprivileged children, organizing trips. 

There are endless ideas. 

   Why should Lech Kaczyński have a 

monument? What has he done besides 

being killed in a crash to deserve it?  
 

Justyna Ball to page 16 

   My friend Lynne complained to her 

doctor that she trips over things too often 

lately. She fell several times, broke her 

arm once, and twisted her ankle and 

such… so she is going through some tests. 

I asked her if she is drinking. Heck no! 

She said. Then maybe she should… In the 

meantime her doctor recommended trying 

on… Harley Davidson boots, so she did. 

   She and a couple of her girlfriends went 

to Klem’s farmers market, which sells 

everything from hair pins to tractors, 

fishing rods, goldfish and yes, Harley 

Davidson boots. She showed me some 

pictures, and I suggested that she should 

get the entire biker’s outfit and join the 

group over 65. She already has the spiky 

haircut. The boots felt fine, and as the 

doctor predicted, she was able to walk 

straight. She knew that her problem had 

something to do with her age (this or she 

fancies her doctor! That would explain 

frequent visits). But was it more her body 

or her mind that was giving up first? She 

claims both.  

   Although I myself still have some years 

to go, I hope, (I’m quite young, our kids 

are old, but not us) I do think about it, 

because I want to be prepared for 

everything else in life. 

   During each visit to Poland, I see this 

particular couple. I won’t mention their 

names - if I do, they may want to take us 

out of their will, but they are related. 

Divorced for most of their children’s 

lives. Each remarried, both seem to be 

doing well financially and not so bad 

physically, but each in a different way. 

She (“intrygantka”) is still creating 

intrigues - her mind is quite sharp, and she 

shows no signs of slowing down. She 

appears to be fine under the scalp (nothing 

different from regular madness), although 

her body is aching, she constantly 

complains about illnesses, numerous 

illnesses, and you are under the 

impression that even if there were a cure 

for it all, she may not want to know about 

it as she “enjoys” the complaining part. 

She gets energized when someone in her 

close circle is even sicker than she is. I’m 

not saying that she makes people sick, but 

something similar. Old nurse syndrome… 

Her ex-husband is still a good looking 

“starszy pan.” Until now, he was a jogger, 

cyclist, etc. - perfect example of health 

except…every so often he repeats himself. 

   Each time, she asks me about him and 

his present wife and wants to know if he 

is …aging. She asks if the wife is ailing 

too. He on the other hand never asks 

about her, and I do not know if it is 

Why there is no Christian Democracy in Poland? 
By: John Czop 
 

   Why are Christian Democratic political parties either weak, or absent from post-

Communist East Central Europe? 

   Dr. Anna Grzymala-Busse, a Polish American who is an Associate Professor in the 

Political Science Department at the University of Michigan, presented answers to this 

question on 15 September in her lecture at Columbia University in the City of New York. 

Her lecture was sponsored by the Harriman Institute and the Department of Political 

Science for a meeting of the Comparative Politics Seminar. 

   The method of Comparative Politics seeks to explain why broadly similar social facts 

and conditions that are present in different countries lead to divergent political options 

and choices. For example, over 90% of Slovaks and Poles identify themselves as Roman 

Catholics. Slovakia has a Christian Democrat Party, Poland does not. Professor Grzymala

-Busse wants to find out why this is so. 
   After evaluating several explanations, Grzymala-Busse concluded that the interwar (1919-

1939 or 1941) histories of the countries of East Central Europe tell us why Christian 

Democratic parties are present in some of these countries and absent from others. 

   Today, Christian Democrat parties are active, but declining, in Lithuania, Slovakia, 

Slovenia, and the Czech Republic. According to Grzymala-Busse, this is because 

Christian Democrat parties took root in these countries shortly after World War I and 

played a key role in building these new states. The Christian Democrat Party in the Czech 

speaking areas of interwar Czechoslovakia was a centrist party of government whose 

members held key positions in the upper level civil service. These Christian Democrat 

upper level civil servants remained at their jobs as parliamentary governments rose and 

fell, and therefore provided continuity in building the new multi-national Czechslovak 

State. 

   A similar situation prevailed both in Slovenia which, during the interwar period, was a 

constituent part of a federal Yugoslavia, and in Slovakia then part of Czechoslovakia. 

Lithuania was the only unitary, as opposed to federal, state during the interwar period that 

had a strong Christian Democrat Party involved in State building. 

   By contrast, in Poland and Hungary during the interwar period, Christian Democrat 

parties in these countries played no role in State building. Instead, in both countries 

political parties which called themselves Christian Democrat were in fact clerical parties 

which advocated the preferences of the Roman Catholic Church’s hierarchy. 

   Readers recall that Christian Democracy first emerged during the 1820s in France. The 

philosophical and political writings of a French Roman Catholic priest, Robert de 

Lamennais, first expressed the key principles of Christian Democracy. The goal was to 

put Christian moral teachings into politics and government. The State existed to serve 

society by strengthening families, the fundamental social unit. The hierarchy of the 

Roman Catholic Church in France and the Papacy registered their disapproval of some of 

Lamennais’s writings and especially of his widely read book, THE WORDS OF A 

BELIEVER, and his newspaper L’Avenir (The Future). Moreover, Lamennais strongly 

disagreed with Pope Gregory XVI’s letter to the Polish Bishops which encouraged them 

to condemn the November Insurrection against Tsarist Russia.  

   Lamennais’s Christian Democratic ideas found echoes in mid 19th century Austria, and 

in the German and Italian states (neither Germany, nor Italy was unified at this time). In 

Poland and Hungary, Christian Democrat espousal of morality and justice was linked with 

struggles for national independence. 

   The heyday of Christian Democracy in Western Europe was in the years just before the 

Revolutions of 1848. The goal of Christian Democrat leaders, like the Catholic poet in 

politics Alphonse de Lamartine who led the February 1848 Revolution in Paris, was to 

reform society through political action guided by Christian moral principles. 1848 was to 

have been a non-violent Revolution led by intellectuals and artists in politics. 

   The English historian George Macaulay Trevelyan observed that history was supposed 

to turn for the better in 1848, but this turn for the good never took place. Some observers, 

especially Professor Marek Jan Chodakiewicz, have made the same judgment about the so

-called Revolutions of 1989 in East Central Europe. In both 1848 and 1989 continuity 

proved more durable than change. 
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