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   In honor of Paderewski’s 150th birthday 

anniversary, the first two weeks of 

November 2010 were filled with a variety 

of Paderewski-themed events in 

California. The great Polish pianist and 

composer as well as a prominent 

statesman and philanthropist was 

commemorated locally with concerts, 

lectures, exhibits, and a continuation of a 

cultural exchange program with the 

Province of Tarnów in Poland, where 

Paderewski resided at the beginning of the 

20th century.  

   The Paderewski at 150 Celebration 

began with the festive opening of 

“Paderewski: The Modern Immortal,” an 

exhibit of memorabilia on display at the  
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   Górecki – world 

famous composer died  
By Robert Strybel,  
Our Warsaw Correspondent 

WARSAW–Polish culture suffered a 

major blow with the recent passing of 

Henryk Mikołaj Górecki, one of the 

world’s unique composers of classical 

contemporary music. He died in a heart 

clinic in his native Katowice area of 

complications stemming from a lung 

infection weeks before his 77th birthday. 

   Górecki’s music career spanned more 

than half a century and combined 

academic work at various levels of 

education with extensive composing. He 

began teaching 11-year-olds in the early 

1950s and by the mid-70s had become 

professor  of  composit ion and 

subsequently rector of Katowice’s State 

Higher School of Music. 

   He was viewed as a tough teacher by his 

music students to whom he tried to impart 

his total involvement in and love of 

music. “If you cannot live without music, 

then write. But if you can live without 

music for two or three days, then don't 

bother to compose anything. You’ll be 

better off spending the time with a girl or 

a beer,” he was known to say. Never an 

opportunist, businessman or active 

promoter of his career, Górecki composed 

only when he felt inspired. “If you have 

nothing to say, don’t write music,” was 

another of his familiar sayings. 

   Among Górecki’s first compositions 

was his 1952 adaptation of “Świtezianka”, 

a ballad by 19th-century romantic bard 

Adam Mickiewicz. It came during the 

height of socialist realism, a Stalinist 

cultural trend that tolerated little more 

than proletarian and folk motifs. It wasn’t 

until the post-Stalinist thaw of the late 

1950s that his creativity began to evolve 

in an avant-garde direction and reflected 

the musical technique known as serialism.  

   During the late 1960s and early 1970s, 

Górecki’s music progressively moved 

away from his earlier radical modernism 

towards a more traditional, romantic mode 

of expression. He developed a hallmark 

monumental style which clearly reflected 

Polish historic and religious themes. That 

change was viewed as a slap in the face 

and betrayal by the then predominant 

avant-garde establishment.  

   Górecki left a rich musical legacy that 

included symphonies, concertos, sonatas, 

cantatas, arias,   psalms,   mazurkas,   folk  
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Father Jerzy  

joins the ranks of 

blessed 

Pro-Solidarity priest beatified 

in Warsaw 
By: Robert Strybel,  

Our Warsaw Correspondent 
 

WARSAW– Some 150,000 pilgrims from 

all over Poland and beyond filled 

Warsaw’s vast Piłsudski Square for the 

beatification of Father Jerzy Popiełuszko, 

a pro-Solidarity priest murdered by 

communist Poland’s secret police in 1984. 

The beatification mass, concelebrated by 

120 bishops and some 2,500 priests was 

presided over papal delegate Archbishop 

Angelo Amato who heads the Vatican’s 

canonization office. 

   “By the Apostolic invested in me I 

hereby permit the venerable Servant of 

God Jerzy Popiełuszko, priest and martyr, 

an enduring and undaunted witness to 

Christ, who overcame evil with good to 

the point of shedding his blood, to be 

entitled to be called blessed and have his 

feast day celebrated on October 19,” said 

Pope Benedict XVI in the papal 

declaration read out in Latin and Polish. 

Large lettering across the front of the altar 

roof proclaimed Father Jerzy’s trademark 

motto:  

“ZŁO DOBREM ZWYCIĘŻAJ!”  
(Overcome evil with good).  

   The motto could also be seen on banners 

held up by members of the congregation 

alongside the priest’s likeness, Solidarity 

banners and Polish flags. There were 

worshippers in colorful Polish folk 

costumes and miners in black parade 

uniforms and plumed-topped hats. 

Attending the beatification were priests 

and nuns, nurses, soldiers, Boy Scouts, 

Girl Guides and thousands or ordinary 

Poles.  

   Father Popiełuszko was abducted, 

tortured and murdered by three 

communist secret-police agents who 

hurled his bound and battered body over a 

dam into the River Vistula. Father Jerzy, 

as he was affectionately known to his 

numerous admirers, was considered a 

martyr for the faith already at the time of 

his death, and his countryman, the late 

Pope John Paul II, had made frequent 

references to that effect.  

   The 37-year-old priest was murdered by 

the  communist  secret  police  in  1984  in  
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November 11 – Poland’s 

Independence Day 
By: Chris Onzol 

   This year’s celebration of Polish 

Independence Day in Los Angeles was 

probably the closest manifestation of how 

Warsaw looked like 92 years ago on that 

Monday of November 11. By being a 

disarmingly vivacious commemoration, 

but not without the elegant overtones of 

importance, the event differed 

tremendously in style from pompously 

rigid festivities of the past years. There 

was evident freshness in the choice of  

venue, in a manner of welcoming the 

guests, and in a street-like mingling with 

the people for a simple enjoyment of the 

moment. I guess, such must have been the 

prevailing mood on streets and plazas of 

Warsaw and other towns of the country 

when for the first time in 123 years 

citizens would raise their glasses to wish 

openly to the bright future of the 

independent Poland.  

   The official part of the celebration, 

hosted gracefully by the Consul for 

Culture, Science, Education and Public 

Affairs, Małgorzata Cup was filled with 

tunes of both Polish and American 

national anthems sung by Jolanta Tensor 

and Jewel Tompkins respectively, and an 

address on the occasion given by the 

Honorable Joanna Kozińska-Frybes, 

Consul General of the Republic of Poland 

in Los Angeles. Ms. Kozińska-Frybes 

received a Certificate of Recognition 

awarded by the County of Los Angeles 

and presented by Ms. Lourdes Saab, the 

Deputy Chief of Protocol of the County of 

Los Angeles. A scrumptious hors 

d’oeuvre and wine reception followed to 

complement the evening of national pride 

and remembrance in a beautiful setting of 

the Sky Bar at the Mondarian Hotel and in 

the company of our American friends who 

decided to share the moment with Los 

Angeles Polonia. 

   Poland’s Independence Day history 

note: As a national holiday, November 11 

was approved by the Polish Parliament no 

earlier than 1937 and celebrated officially 

only twice before the Second World War. 

During the Polish People’s Republic 

(1945-1989), the November 11 holiday 

was not observed as Poland’s 

Independence Day. It has been reinstated 

after the restoration of the Republic of 

Poland in 1989 and has become one of the 

most important celebrations for Poles both 

in Poland and abroad.   ❒ 
 

__________ 

Paderewski Celebrated 

in California 
By: Marek Żebrowski 


