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Poles at Jamestown Bookmarks 
By: Jo Louise Winters 

 

   At the suggestion of the American Council for Polish 

Culture (ACPC), Dr. Andrzej Prończuk, President of the 

Polish Cultural Foundation, Inc. of Boston, an Affiliate of 

the ACPC, has designed and produced bookmarks in 

Polish and English commemorating the 400th Anniversary 

of the first Poles arriving in America at the Jamestown 

Settlement in VA.  Under Dr. Pronczuk‟s leadership the 

Foundation has been highly successful in producing and 

distributing thousands of bookmarks relating to Poland 

and Polish people over the past 15 years. 

   These plasticized colorful bookmarks present not only 

basic information about the arrival and activities of the 

first Poles at Jamestown, but also stress the facts that Poles 

have provided significant contributions to America for 400 

years. Now as Polonians throughout the United States are 

preparing local events to celebrate this 400th Anniversary 

and/or joining the American Council for Polish Culture at 

its 60th Annual Convention (Aug. 6-10) in Williamsburg 

VA or the Polish American Congress at Jamestown 

(Commemoration on Oct. 1st) these bookmarks are 

especially relevant. 

   The bookmarks are an attractive and durable tool that 

can be used to promote the Jamestown anniversary and the 

contributions of Poles to America.  Since knowledge about 

the Polish contributions to American life among 

Americans and even among Polonians is limited, it is 

important that all Polonia organizations and individuals 

join in the efforts to share that knowledge.  It is hoped that 

you will see that distributing this bookmark among your 

members, friends and schoolchildren can be a useful and 

far-reaching effort towards achieving that goal.  These 

markers are available in either Polish or English language. 

   While costs for most products in the U.S. have been 

rising steeply, Dr. Pronczuk has managed judiciously to 

cut in half the cost of producing these wonderful 

bookmarks, which teachers and schoolchildren in 

particular find fascinating.  To cover the costs of 

production and further increase distribution, the Polish 

Cultural Foundation offers these bookmarks at twenty-five 

cents each.  It is even happy to provide “bonus” 

bookmarks (10% extra) for orders of 100 or more.  Please 

add $5 for postage, indicate Polish (limited supply 

remaining!) or English version, and make your check 

payable to the Polish Cultural Foundation, Inc. with the 

notation “Jamestown Bookmark” and mail to: 

Dr. Andrzej Prończuk, President Polish Cultural Foundation, Inc. 

15 Marshall Rd. 

Milton, MA 02186 

   If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Pronczuk (after 6:00 p.m.) at (617) 696-

9009 or e-mail andrzejpronczuk@aol.com.   ❒ 

Polish TV to say 

goodbye to the famed 

lektor? 
 

   An article in Poland.pl dated August 21, 

reports: The Ministries of National 

Education, Culture, and Science and 

Higher Education want to introduce 

subtitling on Polish television instead of 

the famed lektor: an actor who voices 

scripts over the top of an original 

soundtrack. During a debate at the 

“Dziennik” daily headquarters, Ministers 

Barbara Kudrycka and Katarzyna Hall 

said that subtitling, especially of English 

programming aired in Poland, would 

increase English proficiency in the 

country. 

   Merely one third of Poles have a 

knowledge of English, making Poland 

linguistically inferior in comparison to 

other countries in the European Union. 

Minister Kudrycka hastened to add that 

knowledge of English is highest in 

countries which employ subtitling of 

English-language films in their respective 

television broadcasts. 

   Kudrycka and Hall both agree that 

subtitling should be introduced to public 

television, which should play a greater 

role in youth education. Fall 2008 will see 

the first ever series of English shows 

being broadcast with Polish subtitles on 

TVP 2. Childrens’ and youth 

programming, including cartoons, as well 

as nature shows will also begin to be aired 

without the ominous lektor’s voice on 

Saturday afternoons. 

   Film directors are also pleased with the 

move. Renowned Polish cinematographer 

Krzysztof Zanussi has said that watching 

films in their original language versions 

are a chance for Poles to become more 

civilised. He is not alone: many Poles in 

the branch are for the introduction of 

subtitles. Yet many stations, most of them 

commercial, are going to be sticking with 

the lektor for some time to come, stating 

that most Poles prefer films with a voice 

over. 

   According to a poll by TNS OBOP 

almost one third of Poles under the age of 

29 would prefer subtitles, with only 19% 

of all Poles preferring subtitles over the 

lektor. 

   Poland is one of the only countries in 

the world to employ a lektor in television 

programming: the somewhat emotionless 

and monotonous drone may also be heard 

in Russia.   ❒ 

US no longer a 

dreamland for Poles 
 

   An article in Poland.pl dated August 21 

reports: Poles, who used to love the 

United States for many decades, seem to 

have cooled off these days. Once a 

promised land, America is losing its 

attraction in confrontation with the 

European Union. Recent years have seen 

popularity ratings of the United States 

among Poles plunge by over twenty 

percentage points. The change was 

observed already in 2007. A survey 

conducted by CBOS, one of the biggest 

public opinion research centers here, 

revealed that the rate of positive opinions 

about the US fell to 38 percent, compared 

with 62 percent in 2006.  

   The image of America - once a 

dreamland - has changed in the eyes of 

ordinary Poles and the reasons for that are 

many. 

   „I think the United States should abolish 

visas for Polish people, definitely. The 

second, I think Europe is more open right 

now for Polish people and more 

comfortable to get to, to find a very good 

job with insurance, they can go back and 

forth more often and the Polish people are 

more welcome in Europe.' 

   „Generally, I like America but I think 

that after our help in Iraq they should give 

us aid for the modernisation of the Polish 

army and they should abolish visas for 

Poland.' 

   Michal Wenzel from CBOS says that 

the waning enthusiasm with which Poles 

are looking at the US can be attributed 

largely to the disappointment over the 

intervention in Iraq, in which Poland took 

part alongside the American army.  

   „The perception of the US and its allies 

as a positive force in Iraq has worsened 

and also the benefits from the Iraq war 

have not appeared. We had great 

expectations and they were not fulfilled. 

We blamed the United States for this and 

this translated into the worsening of the 

image of the US in Poland.' 

   Professor Zbigniew Lewicki, American 

studies expert, says the disillusionment 

with the United States is natural - it is 

something that other European countries 

experienced before. Poland has been 

catching up with them since it embraced 

democracy after the fall of the communist 

system in 1989.  

   „After 1989-90 Americans were helpful 

but they began to enforce in one way or 

another, their own requirements, starting 

with copyright law, which made piracy 

illegal and then with some other concepts 

that some people found oppressive and 

began to generalize it on the entire nation. 

I think it's almost healthy. You cannot be 

fascinated with another nation for too 

long. At the same time you only make 

judgments about nations or people that are 

close to you.‟ 

   The fact that the US continues to 

maintain visa requirements for Poles is 

seen as a painful problem by many here. 

Professor Lewicki is convinced that visas 

will be lifted now that we observe a 

genuine revolution in the attitude of 

ordinary Polish citizens to America, 

caused by Poland‟s entry into the 

European Union in May 2004.  

   „If they want to work abroad now 

people go to England, Ireland, soon 

enough they will be able to go to 

Germany, they go to France. It‟s cheaper, 

it‟s closer, and the euro is stronger than 

the dollar. Things are changing. We no 

longer think of America as the only place  
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