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Polish American Congress 
Of Southern California  

  

Invites you to attend  
  

 

OPŁATEK LUNCHEON and AWARDS PRESENTATION 

Sunday, Dec. 7      -     2:00 pm 

Our Lady of the Bright Mount Church Hall 

3424 W. Adams Blvd.  - Los Angeles 
 

Recipients: - Frank Kosowicz 
 

Posthumous Awards  

Zbigniew Janczur and Henry Siłka 
 

Donation  $35.00 per person - Advance Reservations  
(Before December 2) Mail checks to: 

Greg Jabłonowski, Treasurer 

481 Poppy St. - Fullerton, CA  92835 
 

$40.00 when paying upon entry 
 

(562) 426-9830,     (310) 245-3157,     (714) 608-0511 
 

Food provided by Turek Catering 

L. Consul Genral Zygmunt Matynia 

congratulates Author James Conroyd Martin 
 

   The Wisconsin Division of the Polish 

American Congress honored novelist 

James Conroyd Martin at their annual 

Veterans’ Day Luncheon on November 

9th. Martin is the author of Push Not the 

River, a novel based on the diary of a 

countess who lived through the chaotic 

years of the Third of May Constitution, 

and Against a Crimson Sky, which takes 

the story’s characters into the fascinating 

Napoleonic era. Both books have proven 

bestsellers in Poland and Push Not the 

River has been optioned for film by a 

Polish producer in Hollywood. 

   Don Pienkos, President of the 

Wisconsin Division of the Polish 

American Congress, honored Martin for 

“his invaluable interest in building 

knowledge of the Polish experiences in 

our [native] country.” The occasion 

underscored the 90th anniversary of 

Poland’s Declaration of Independence in 

1918.  The end of Poland’s independence 

in 1795 was chronicled in Push Not the 

River when Poland fell to Russia. The true 

life heroine of the story was present at the 

Praga Massacre when 12,000 Polish souls 

were cut down trying to escape the 

Russians by crossing the bridge that 

would lead them from the suburb of Praga 

to the city walls of Warsaw. 

   Martin and two other writers, Douglas 

Jacobson (Night of Flames) and Paul 

Valasek (Haller’s Army in France) were 

also presented with commendations from 

the Milwaukee City Council, the 

Milwaukee County Board, and from 

Zygmunt Matynia, the Consul General of 

the Republic of Poland, who had traveled 

from Chicago to attend the event at the 

beautiful Polish Center of Wisconsin. 

   James Conroyd Martin plans to 

complete his Polish trilogy with The 

Warsaw Conspiracy, a novel highlighting 

the Insurrection of 1830 and attempted 

abduction of the Russian Grand Duke by 

Polish cadets. For more about Martin’s 

books, visit www.JamesCMartin.com.   ❒ 

 

__________ 

Outside City Hall in New York -- (From 

left to right): Chet Szarejko and Frank 

Milewski of the Downstate N.Y. Division 

of the Polish American Congress along 

with Bill Donohue, President of the 

Catholic League for Religious and Civil 

Rights, join in support of City Council 

Member Tony Avella at his press 

conference to allow nativity scene 

displays in New York City public 

elementary and secondary schools. 

   As long ago as June, 2007, Avella has 

been asking for Council hearings on a 

resolution he sponsored to “allow for the 

display of a nativity scene/crèche along 

with the other permitted religious displays 

- the menorah and the star and crescent.” 

   Referring to an appeals court decision 

on the matter, Donohue recalled that this 

court “never said that a nativity scene 

could not be displayed alongside a 

menorah and a crescent star (though 

schools could elect to substitute a secular 

symbol like the Christmas tree). 

Therefore, it is up to the New York City 

authorities to either practice inclusion and 

allow crèches to be displayed or practice 
discrimination and deny them.” 

   Donohue and Avella reject the position 

that a Christmas tree is an adequate religious 

symbol when displayed alongside the 

Jewish menorah and the star and crescent of 

Islam. 

   “DOE (Department of Education) cannot 

dictate to Christians and Catholics what 

truly represents their religious faith during 

this holiday season,” said Avella. 

   Representing two of the major Catholic 

ethnic groups living in New York City, the 

Polish American Congress and the Ancient 

Order of Hibernians appeared at Avella’s 

press conference to show their support for 

his efforts.   ❒ 

 

___________ 

November 11, 2008 
  

Dear Mr. Stokes: 
 

   As we discussed in our phone 

conversation earlier today, we would 

welcome a statement from AP we could 

share with the Polish media -- both here 

and abroad -- to assure them of AP’s 

prompt correction of the story which 

described a German concentration camp 

as a “Polish consentration camp.” 
  

Thank you. 
  

Frank Milewski, Chair 

Polish American Congress  

Holocaust Documentation Committee 

177 Kent St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11222  

(718) 263-2700  - Ext. 105 

pacdny@verizon.net  
 

********** 

Frank Milewski, Chair 

718.263.2700 - Ext. 105 

pacdny@verizon.net 
 

   Here is the Nov. 11 corrective 

transmitted by The Associated Press on 

our world wire: 
 

BERLIN (AP) _ In the initial version of a 

Nov. 10 story about a German prosecutor 

seekingthe extradition of John Demjanjuk 

to Germany, The Associated Press 

incorrectly referred to Poland’s Sobibor 

concentration camp. The camp was 

operated by Nazi Germany in occupied 

Poland. 
 

Jack Stokes 

The Associated Press 

Manager of Media Relations 

212.621.1730   ❒ 

 

__________ 

Author of Push Not the 

River Honored by the 

Polish American Congress 

Property in Poland from 1 
 

that resulted in starvation and death, the 

seizure of property and the cover-up of the 

Katyń massacre. But the survivors of those 

tragic events and their heirs now scattered 

across the world are to this day in the dark 

about their rights to justice and 

compensation for their seized property. 

They must act now before it is too late.” 

   Applications will be accepted only until 

the end of 2008. Mandatory preconditions 

include: owners of the property had to be 

Polish citizens in 1939 and had to have been 

living in Poland at that time; owners or their 

heirs must be Polish citizens now 

(citizenship can be confirmed if parents 

were Polish citizens); and inheritance rights 

have to be proven. Some description of the 

property must also be provided to determine 

its value. 

   Although the initial claim must be lodged 

in one of Poland’s provincial offices by 31 

December 2008, any additional supporting 

evidence can be submitted after the claim is 

registered, including documents obtained 

from various archives in Poland, Britain, the 

US and the former Soviet republics. The 

Kresy-Siberia Group has organized Polish 

and English-speaking volunteers to help 

applicants fill out and lodge their forms as 

well as with research, translations and 

navigating through administrative 

requirements. For more information, or to 

obtain claim registration forms, potential 

claimants can e-mail info@kresy-claims.org 

or visit www.kresy-claims.org. 

   Kresy-Siberia Group founder Stefan 

Wiśniowski, Canadian-born and now living 

in Sydney, Australia, says: “For years, many 

Polish survivors were reluctant to claim 

money from their homeland as a matter of 

honor. However, many now understand that 

things have changed and that as a member 

of the European Union, Poland is a dynamic 

western economy that looks after all of its 

citizens’ human rights, including their 

property rights. Others, who do not feel the 

need for financial compensation, may chose 

to donate their compensation payments to a 

worthy cause, such as the Kresy-Siberia 

Foundation which is developing a virtual 

museum on the internet to preserve their 

history for future generations.” 

   The Kresy-Siberia Group is the 

international special interest group of over 

750 survivors of the Soviet persecutions and 

their 2nd and 3rd-generation descendants. 

Its objectives are to research, remember and 

recognize the persecution of Polish citizens 

of all ethnic and religious backgrounds by 

the Soviet Union during the Second World 

War. As well as supporting property 

claimants with information and assistance, 

one of its current projects is developing a 

state-of-the-art “virtual museum” on the 

internet to commemorate this little-known 

chapter of the Second World War. 
 

Media contacts 

Australia & New Zealand: 

Stefan Wiśniowski 

61-4-1186-4873 cell 

Stefan.Wisniowski@Kresy-Siberia.org 

UK: 

George Neisser 

44-12572-79145 or 44-77379-98123 cell 

Jerzy.Neisser@Kresy-Siberia.org 

USA & Canada: 

Lynda Kraar 

1-201-947-2516 or 1-551-486-3772 cell 

Lynda.Kraar@Kresy-Siberia.org 

Poland: 

Aneta Hoffmann 

48-502-870-596 cell 

Aneta.Hoffmann@Kresy-Siberia.org 
 

Ed. Note: 

   The “Kresy-Siberia Group” brings into 

contact people from countries around the 

world with a special interest in the tragedy 

of over one million Polish citizens of 

various faiths and ethnicities (Polish, 

Ukrainian, Belorussian, Catholic, Orthodox, 

Jewish, etc.) either deported from eastern 

Poland (Kresy) in 1940-41 or otherwise 

arrested and sent to special Soviet labor 

camps in Siberia, Kazakhstan and eastern 

Asia. Some 115,000 of these were evacuated 

through Iran in 1942 as soldiers of Anders 

Army and their families - and eventually 

made their way to the West. 

   The circumstances of their odyssey and 

the tragic history of the Polish citizens under 

Soviet Russian occupation during the war 

were hushed up by the Allies during the war 

to protect the reputation of the Soviet Union, 

an important ally in the war against Nazi 

Germany. Almost seventy years later the 

survivors have aged and many have died. 

The group brings together surviving 

deportees and their descendants to 

remember, learn, discover and spread the 

word of their ordeal to the world and to 

future generations. We can also provide you 

with “local” interviews.   ❒ 

 

__________ 

It’s beginning to look a lot 

like Christmas except at 

N.Y. City Public Schools 
By: Frank Milewski  
(718) 263-2700 - ext. 105 

Polish American 

Congress Members 

Honored 
 

   The Orchard Lake Alumni Association 

honored Rev. Msgr. Edward Wawerski 

and Anthony Matrejek at its annual Red & 

White Ball held on November 9th at the 

Polonaise Terrace in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

    Both are members of the Downstate 

N.Y. Division of the Polish American 

Congress. Mr. Matrejek has been the 

Division's treasurer for many years  and is 

active in several other Polonia 

organizations. Msgr. Wawerski is pastor 

of both St. Hedwig’s Church in Floral 

Park and St. Ladislaus Church in 

Hempstead. 

   The Orchard Lake Schools of Orchard 

Lake, Michigan include SS. Cyril and 

Methodius Seminary which trains many 

priests who come to the United States 

from Poland.   ❒ 


