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concert with the Quintet for Winds. Krysta Close (Co-Director of the Center), soprano, 

was also part of the program. Sharon Lavery conducted. 

   The Theme from “The Pianist” (2002), Vocals from “The Ninth Gate” (1999), 

selections from “The Portrait of a Lady” (1996), and “Orawa” (1986) completed the 

remaining portion of the program. 

   In conclusion, Consul General 

Kapuścińska bestowed the Commander’s 

Cross of the Order of Merit to Janusz 

Kamiński,  noted Director and 

Cinematographer, who has received two 

Academy Awards. Kamiński stated that 

he was shaped by Polish culture. He has 

photographed many of Steven Spielberg’s 

films, including “Schindler’s List,” which 

earned him his first Academy Award. 

   The evening concluded with a wine 

reception and Teresa Turek hors 

d’ouerves held in the front of Bovard 

Auditorium. 

   Kudos to Consul General Kapuścińska 

and the Polish Music Center at USC for 

presenting this very enjoyable evening.   ❒  

The wine reception also included the  singing of old Polish Military songs  -  with gusto! 

Marek Żebrowski 

Conductor Sharon Lavery 

L. - Dr. Wojciech Kocyan, pianist  

Nikita Mindoyants, Chris Onzol 
 

   I am Dr. Wojciech Kocyan and I am the 

Artistic Director of the Paderewski Music 

Society in Los Angeles. 

   Thank you very much for coming. Most 

of all, thank you, Jane (Kaczmarek) for 

your generous hospitality, thank you Gina 

and the Pasadena Conservatory and thank 

you Chris, the President of the Paderewski 

Society. Without you this evening would 

not be possible. 

   We have a wonderful young pianist with 

us tonight, the First Prize winner of the 

Paderewski International  Piano 

Competition, which took place in Poland 

a year ago. 

   Even though Mr. Nikita Mndoyants is 

only 19 years old, the list of his 

accomplishments as a pianist and a 

composer is already long. We are truly 

fortunate that he will be sharing his 

artistry with us in such an intimate setting. 

This is how music was really meant to be 

experienced. 

   It is exciting to think that Nikita is here 

because of Paderewski. It is amazing and 

somewhat bewildering to think that 

almost a hundred years after Paderewski 

triumphed on the stages of the world, 

there is a group of people devoted to 

promoting his name, his ideals and 

continuing his legacy. It is extraordinary 

to realize that really all of us in this room 

are here tonight because of this great man. 

   The impact of Paderewski on the world 

was immense and went well beyond his 

influence as a famous concert pianist. It 

was his humanity, his humanitarian and 

philanthropic activities, his tireless 

promotion of culture, promotion of 

understanding between peoples and 

nations, his involvement on the 

international political scene, and finally 

his example of a life of selflessness and of 

a life lived with great dignity which made 

him an immortal. 

   Our Society, through concerts, lectures, 

publications on music and history and 

through general promotion of arts and 

culture aims to uphold the ideals 

important to Paderewski and aims to 

continue his work. 

   We are very grateful for your support. 

   Enjoy the performance.   ❒ 

Good evening  

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

UIC Receives $10 

Million gift for Polish 

Studies 
 

   A $10 million gift to the University of 

Illinois at Chicago to enhance studies in 

Polish history, language and literature will 

transform the study of that country and its 

culture in the city with the largest Polish 

population outside of Warsaw. 

   The donation, a bequest from the late 

Romuald Hejna, is the second-largest gift 

from an individual that UIC has ever 

received and the biggest single gift to the 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 

   Hejna’s bequest will create two chairs in 

the history of Poland and one chair in 

Polish language and literature. 

   “Mr. Hejna’s gift has ensured not only 

that the College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences will remain on the map for 

Polish Studies -- so vital already in 

Chicago with its storied and strong 

connections to Poland -- but also that UIC 

will become a beacon for scholars who 

wish to research and teach in this 

specialization,” said Dwight A. McBride, 

dean of the College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences. 

   “He has left an enduring legacy, and in 

doing so, has given the college a legacy to 

nurture in the creation of the Hejna 

Chairs.” 

   The Chicago-born Hejna attended the 

University of Illinois at Navy Pier for two 

years. He earned a bachelor’s degree in 

history from the University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign, where he was a 

member of the French Club, the Polish 

Club, the Russian Club and the Navy Pier 

Alumni Association. 

   Hejna, a former public school history 

teacher, amassed his personal wealth 

through a variety of stock holdings. He 

took great pride in his dedicated study of 

the market and routinely attended 

shareholder meetings of the companies in 

his portfolio. 

   He traveled often to Poland to explore 

his deep interest in Polish and European 

cultural arts. Despite leading a private life, 

he was active in Chicago’s Polish 

community. 

   He was a life member of the Polish 

Museum of America, which granted him 

the Polish Heritage Award in 2006 for his 

support of the museum. His other cultural 

memberships included the Polish Falcons 

of America, the Polish American 

Congress and the Polish Military History 

Society of America. 

   Since 1995, Hejna made multiple gifts 

to UIC totaling nearly $500,000 for an 

endowed scholarship in the history of 

Poland to the history department as well 

as a chair in the history of Poland. 

   Consistent with this lifestyle and selfless 

nature, Hejna requested anonymity in his 

support of UIC until his death in July. 

   “Ron Hejna had tremendous 

compassion and warmth -- a really big 

heart,” said Carla Knorowski, formerly of 

the college’s advancement office, who 

worked closely with Hejna. “He wasn't 

interested in building a legacy to himself. 

He passionately wanted to give people the 

opportunity to learn about Polish history, 

language and literature.” 

   With more than 10,000 undergraduate 

and graduate students, Liberal Arts and 

Sciences is UIC's largest college. It 

comprises 22 departments and programs 

and offers more than 60 undergraduate 

major fields of specialization, 40 minors, 

nearly 50 graduate degrees at the masters 

and doctoral levels and more than 1,100 

courses. The college features programs in 

the humanities, social sciences and natural 

sciences. For more information about 

UIC, please visit www.uic.edu.   ❒ 
 

   I was very happy to hear about Rom          

Hejna’s gift to the Polish Studies program 

at UIC. 

   The program there has always struck me 

personally as a very good idea without 

much support from the University of 

Illinois in Chicago. The program has been 

underfunded in the past, with limited 

course offerings and an over-extended 

faculty. 

   I respect the intention of Mr. Hejna’s 

gift, and I hope that it strengthens the 

program. I especially hope that the 

program acknowledges that Polish Studies 

is not simply about Poland but about the 

Polish Diaspora and its continuing and 

important influence in the United States 

and other countries. A Polish Studies 

program that does not acknowledge the 

dialogue between our Polish Heritage and 

our Polish-American Heritage seems to 

ignore not only cultural reality but also 

academic reality.   ❒  

The orchestra was outstanding 

Vocalist Krysta Close 

Polish New Bytes 
Compiled by Robert Strybel, 
Our Warsaw Correspondent 
 

Poland has turned over control of Iraq’s 

South-Central stabilization Zone to the 

US and the remaining 600 Polish troops 

are due to head home shortly. Only a 

dozen-some-strong Polish group will stay 

on as part of a NATO training mission. 

Poland ignored fierce criticism from 

France and Germany to back the US-led 

Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003 with 

2,500 of its troops and came to command 

a 10,000-strong multinational division. 

Originally Polish troops were to be 

stationed in Iraq for a year, but the 

mission ultimately lasted five years. 

Warsaw’s support for the operation 

prompted Washington to call the Poles 

“our most loyal allies”, but the mission 

cost Poland 30 lives, including 22 combat 

personnel.  

The fat-cat pensions of  Poland’s 

communist-era secret police are to be 

slashed according to plans approved by 

the liberal center-right government of 

Donald Tusk. The measure will also 

extend to the old-age pensions of the 

generals guilty of imposing martial law in 

1981, including General Wojciech 

Jaruzelski, currently on trial over the 

crackdown. Up to 30,000 of the former 

regime’s most loyal henchmen could end 

up receiving about four times less than 

they do now, and that would amount to 

savings of some $250 million. Supporters 

call the plan a gesture of belated justice, 

since communist criminals will no longer 

be better off than those they once 

victimized. 

Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk 

would beat former President Aleksander 

Kwaśniewski if they faced each other in a 

2010 showdown,  a recent survey showed.  
 

Polish News Bytes to page 7 

Independence Day photos by Jacek Nowaczyński 


