Fortune-telling — wax-melting,
shoe-tossing & cake-jumping

Andrzejki = fun on St.
Andy’s Eve

In Polish tradition, the evening of
November 29th, the day before the
feastday of St. Andrew, has long been
associated with fortune-telling games
played by the younger set. This might be
an interesting, “something different for a
change” theme for your fall frolic, disco,
youth-club function or other Ilate-
November get-together. Parishes named
after St. Andrew should especially take
notice. Let’s start by learning how to
pronounce Andrzejki: First say “on” (as in
off & on), “jay” (as in blue jay) and
“kee” (as in key) and
you get on-JAY -kee.

One of the typical just-for-fun activities
said to show whom a girl will get engaged
to and marry is wax-pouring. That’s right!
Each girl gets a turn pouring a portion
(perhaps about 1/4 cup) of molten
beeswax into a basin of cold water. The
wax may be heated until it melts in a
metal dipper or ladle over a stove or
candle flame. On contact with the cold
water the wax immediately hardens into
one shape of another. Either the shape
itself or the shadow it casts when held up
to a strong light is said to predict her
matrimonial future. The shape may
resemble the person’s head or something
object associated with him. Traditionally
the molten wax is poured in a thin stream
through the eye of large, old-fashion key
which is said to unlock the future.

Another game is the shoe line. All the
eligible girls present take off their left
shoe and place it in a pile near a wall. One
of the boys may be asked to do the honors
and line the shoes up heel-to-toe pointing
towards the nearest door. The girl whose
shoe complete clears the threshold is the
first expected to marry and should get a
suitable prize. Something humorously
“housewifely” like an embroidered apron,
carved wooden spoon, rolling-pin or
broom should get a good laugh.

The pot game is prepared in advance by
the party’s hosts. Each girl taking part is
led individually to a series of pots, bowls,
boxes or other non-translucent containers
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placed upside down on a table. Various
objects said to predict the girl’s future are
concealed under each of them. For
instance a ring (means imminent
marriage), a baby toy (pregnancy), a
rosary (becoming a nun), apron
(housewife), a cake (abundance), book
(old maid), money (career woman), wine
glass (drunk), a piece of sod (death), etc.
The first container the girl points to is said
to reveal what the future holds in store.

Another Andrzejki game is the apple-
peel toss. Each participating girl peels an
apple so the entire comes off in a single
strand. If it breaks, she is disqualified. She
then flings the unbroken peel over her
shoulder. The peel often lands on the floor
and assumes the shape of a letter which is
said to indicate the name of her future
fiancé or husband. If it appears to
resemble the letter “S” that could mean
Steve, Sam and Sean. “L” might indicate
Leo, Lenny or Les, “C” — Calvin, Cass or
Chet and so on. If the peel does not
resemble any recognizable letter, that
means the peel-tosser will not get engaged
for quite some time.

Finally there is the cake jump. Cakes
such as paczki, donuts, pierniczki or
Danish are suspended from the ceiling on
strings at a height of several inches above
the top of each participant’s head. In
order to bite into it, the participant must
jump up. Those that succeed on the first
try are the first ones said to go to the altar.

Try some or all of the above at your late
-November get-together and see if it isn’t
a lot of fun that you and your group may
have been missing. o
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Consulate General
Republic of Poland in Los Angeles
website:www.PolishConsulateLA.com
(310) 442-8500
Consul General
Paulina Kapuscinska ext. 109
e-mail: mailing.list@consulplla.org

Culture, Science Education,
Public Affairs
Consul position to be filled ext. 108
e-mail: culture@consulplla.org

Administration and Finances
Consul Malgorzata Kopeé ext. 104, 105
e-mail: admin@consulplla.org

Passports/Visas/Citizenship Section
Consul Marzena Gronostajska
ext. 103, 106

e-mail: visapascit@consulplla.org

Legal Affairs/Consular Protection
Consul Wojciech Bergier ext. 102,
e-mail: legal(@consulplla.org

Economic and Trade Division
www.wehusa.gov.pl

Receptionist X 115

If you have a

Memorable
Christmas Story

(happy, funny, or serious)

that you would like to share with
our readers, please let us print
it in our December edition

Call, fax, or e-mail us

Tel. (626) 577-9797

Fax. (626) 449-3331
polishnews@earthlink.net

Your help is needed
Get involved in Polonia! Join a
Polish Organization

Polish Women’s Alliance
Out of state members

WE NEED YOU

Helen Simmons
National Director

Tel: (818) 360-7707
Fax: (818) 366-5083

e-mail: nickoush@aol.com

Martin Krawiec, Attorney

Ethical / Experienced

Accidents - Business & Civil Litigation
Estate Planning - Personal Injury
Probate
Real Estate — Trusts — Wills

1457 East Chapnian Fullerton
(714) 871-7331
Mowimy po Polsku

WE GEY REAL ESTATE DONE!

DESERTSTATE

Arizona

New homes from
- $180,000.00
= M@ With small down
payments
v Free Consultations
v Free services for buyers
v We’ll help you find the best
Available loan for your budget

Stan Zarkowski

Realtor

Office (623) 298-2404
Cell (623) 512-7336

AR, B0l
. CRPORTUSIY

If you, your family, your organization, or your business would like to send a
holiday salutation message to the Polish community in this year’s Christmas edition
of the News of Polonia, please submit the layout content of you ad before December

10th.

FOR EXAMPLE

Merry Christmas
and a
Happy New Year

Marty and Betsy Cepielik

The above ad....F. - 27X 2 1/4“ - it spans one column your cost is

$30.00

A.) Full page
B.) Half page
C.) Quarter page

D.) Eighth of a page

E.) 2”7 X 5” W (spans 2 columns)

F)2" X 2%

(spans 1 column)

210.00

130.00

85.00

60.00

45.00

30.00

If you would like our staff to create the layout, please send us the basic information
that you would like us to print. The ad will be sent to you for editing and approval.

Your support of the News of Polonia is deeply appreciated.

If you have a favorite Christmas experience that you would like to share with
our readers, please give us a call or give us the facts, and we will help you
organize the story if necessary. No stories are ever printed in the News of
Polonia without your editing and approval.

f

traditions and customs.

POLISH NATIONAL ALLIANCE

of the United States of North America
Largest Ethnic Fraternal Benefit Society
in the United States

The PNA supports ethnic, cultural, educational and community events
across the United States. Over the years we
have provided millions of dollars to institutions,
groups and a variety of organizations,
encouraging the preservation of Polish

By becoming a PNA member, your insurance
assessments enable us to continue our work on behalf of Polonia.

We invite you to join with us today.
Together we can make it happen!

The PNA offers a variety of insurance products
for the security of you and your family:

Whole Life
Universal Life
Terms Plans
Annuities
IRAs
Special Plans

Call us today at our Toll Free Number or visit us on the Internet

Headquarters:

6100 N. Cicero Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60646-4385
Telephone: 773-286-0500
Toll Free: 1-800-621-3723

www.pna-znp.org
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