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Polish Film Festival from 1

A
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Max Ryan, Olivier Gruner, James Neal, Mariusz Kotowski, Katarzyna Smiechowicz, Beata Pozniak, Jan A.P. Kaczmarek,

Waldemar Kalinowski, Beata Pisula, Jess Most, Dominique Lesage, Jeff Rice.

was to be the Guest of Honor representing the
Polish Authorities at this Film Festival. Her mother
was a passenger in the plane that crashed in

Smolensk.

The article was printed in Gazeta Wyborcza,

Poland’s largest newspaper.

Numerous awards were presented. The Pola
Negri award was granted to Hugh Grant (for his
role as Frederic Chopin in “Impromptu”) and Anna
Piano.”)
Unfortunately, these two stars were unable to
accept their awards that night. Ed Harris was able
to accept his award for his collaboration with
Agnieszka Holland. The Lazarkiewicz Award for
Young Talent was presented to Maciej Michalski
and the Hollywood Eagle Award to “All That I

Pacauin (for her part in “The

Love” by Jacek Borcuch.

The Feature Film Jury consisted of Matt Craven
(actor), Frances Fisher (actress), Margaret O’Brien

tim of the Smolensk Air crash.

Consul General Joanna Kosinska-Frybus
read a very emotional letter about a vic-

Ed Harris received the Pola Negri Award

(legendary child star), Brett Ratner (director), and Billy Dee Williams (actor). The members of the Documentary Film Jury were Jim

Miller, Jeff Orsa, and Jeff Stimmel.

The film screened for the Opening was “The Children of Irena Sendler.”

From April 21 to May 2 films were shown at the Laemmle Sunset Theatre in Hollywood, the Egyptian Theatre, and the Regency South
Coast Village Theatre in Santa Ana. There was also a film at the L.A. Harbor International Film Festival.

What a tremendous undertaking!! Kudos to Wtadek Juszkiewicz and all those who helped with the Festival. I am sure he is already at

work for the 2011 Festival. o

The Polish national

character?

By: Robert Strybel,
Polish/Polonian Affairs Writer

Is there such a thing as a Polish national
character? If so, what goes into its
making? Are its characteristics still
displayed by Polish Americans? Or
maybe these are just stereotypes that
could apply to any nation. Whatever the
case, here are some of the observations
about Poles made by people of various
nationalities over the centuries.

—-0--

‘Poland has never stained itself with
brotherly Christian blood because of
differences of belief and has not emulated
the ardor of others in this respect (...) For
a long time it has ordered its religiously
differentiated citizens to practice mutual
tolerance, backed by sworn agreements.’
Jan Amos Komensky (1592-1670),
Czech educator and religious reformer
who sought refuge in Poland after fleeing
religious persecution in his own country.

——0--

‘Unlike Germany, there is no hatred
towards us (Jews) here (in Poland). May
that last until the coming of the Messiah.
If God had not given us this country as
refuge, the fate of Israel would have been
unbearable. But through the grace of God,
the king and szlachta (Polish nobles) are
favorably disposed towards us.’

Maojzesz Isserles (1525-1572), one of the
most distinguished Krakow rabbis.
—-0--
Someone rightly once described Poland thus:
is a nobleman’s heaven

a Jew’s paradise

a plebeian’s purgatory

and a peasant’s hell).’

Daniel Krman (1663-1740), Slovak
writer and poet who chronicled his travels
to neighboring lands.

‘It is not in the nature of the Poles to
take advantage of their victories. When
they won a great battle against the King of
Sweden, who himself was wounded and

barely escaped with his life, they did not
chase after him but gave him time to reach
Sztum, regroup what was left of his forces
and launch an even stronger attack against
Poland. When they completely routed the
Cossacks and Tartars in June 1651, they
not only did not give chase, but actually
withdrew and thought only about
concluding a peace treaty.’

Gaspar de Tende (1618-1697]), French
nobleman employed as the royal steward
at the court of Poland’s King Jan
Kazimierz.

__0_-

‘Poles are frank and honest. They more
casily let themselves be deceived than
deceive others (...) There is no other
nation in Europe who can match the
Poles’ bodily strength, jovial minds and
longevity.’

Bernard O’Connor (1660-1698), Irish
physician and court medic of Poland’s
King Jan III Sobieski.

__0_-

‘In terms of personal bravery, the Polish
nation is unmatched in the entire world.
For that reason alone, Polish noblemen
make such ideal hussars (..) It suffices to
watch a Pole galloping on his steed to get
a good idea of his valor.’

Johann Joseph Kausch (1751-1825), a
German physician who wrote a book
about Poland.

__0__

‘It is said, Sire, that it is you who have
conceived the idea of partitioning Poland.
And 1 believe it, because there is
something of genius therein.’

Voltaire (1694-1778), French philosopher
of liberalism, in a letter to Emperor
Frederick of Prussia, congratulating him
on the first partition of Poland.

__0__

‘Despite it valor, Poland is the target of
attacks by all its neighbors. It lacks
fortresses to restrain the invaders (...) It
seems to me that your hearts are the only
refuge that violence cannot reach or
destroy (...) You cannot stop your
neighbors from swallowing you up, so at
least make sure they cannot digest you.’

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778),
leading French philosopher of the
Enlightenment.

__O__

‘I have no armies with which to rescue
Poland, so I beseech you in the name of
our Lord and Savior: Come to the defense
of that hapless nation (...) If one limb of
the body joined in Christ’s name suffers,
then all the other limbs suffer as well.’
Pope Clement XIII (1693-1796), in a
letter to Christian monarchs.

__O__

‘For my Poles nothing is impossible (...)
It took 15 years of victories for France to
regain what it lost through the partition of
Poland (..) Some day all European
nations will concur that I chose the
healthiest of policies in intending to
rebuild Poland. Poland could have
become a barrier and threat to that
horrible (Russian) state which will
probably take over all of Europe if
Poland’s independence is not restored.’
French Emperor Napoleon I (1769-
1824)

__o__

‘The Poles are a lost nation whose
improvement cannot be expected, since
they are the cause of all their own
misfortunes (...) I am counting most of all
on our Russian bayonets and artillery
rather than on any other means. In my
view, Poles can be subjugated only by
fear (...) A Pole will always remain a Pole.
Like a snake he will wriggle at your feet
and lick them, until he gets to your neck
and strangles you.’

Tsar Nicholas I of Russia (1796-1855).
__o__

‘The (French) government should have
recognized Poland’s independence and
could have forced Prussia to maintain
neutrality. Poland will exist and will once
again become the bulwark of European
civilization(...) Today all France is Polish,
from the veteran of Napoleon’s Grande
Armée, who spoke of his Polish brothers,
to the school children who each day send
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Pulaski Scholarship

Award
By Marion V. Winters, Chairman

Vanessa Janowski

The winner of the 10™ annual Brig. Gen.
Casimir Putaski Scholarship for Advanced
Studies, American Council for Polish
Culture was announced recently by Mr.
Marion Winters, MA, Chairman. Serving
with Mr. Winters on the Committee are
Mrs. Anna-Mae Maglaty, MS Ed; Mrs.
Deborah M. Majka, MS; Mrs. Carolyn
Meleski, MS; and Mr. Peter Obst, MA.
The Committee awarded the $5,000
scholarship to Ms. Vanessa Janowski of
Pasadena, CA from among a record
number of applicants.

A citizen of both Poland and the United
States, Ms. Janowski is currently a Ph.D.
student in Economics on the Brain, Mind
and Society at California Institute of
Technology. Her path to a Ph.D. began as
an economics major at Yale University
where she served as a research assistant to
two professors, Prof. Arturo Bris and
Christos Cabolis. Together with the two
professors, she published her thesis as a
chapter in International Mergers &
Acquisitions  Activity Since 1990:
Qualitative Analysis & Recent Research,
edited by G. Gregoriou and L. Renneboog
(2007).

During her undergraduate studies at
Yale, Ms. Janowski served as president of
the Polish Society and helped organize
numerous events for the students and also
for the Polonian Society, such as a
screening of the Polish film “Europa
Europa”, followed by a discussion with
the director Agnieszka Holland herself.
All these efforts earned her the Szymon
Sadowski Prize, awarded to the student
who had done the most in a given year to
celebrate and promote Polish culture at
Yale.

Upon her graduation from Yale, the
University awarded Ms Janowski a
European Union Studies Grant to study
the integration of Poland into the EU. She
spent several weeks in Poland conducting
interviews with prominent university
professors and top ranking government
officials. She put together her findings
into a working research paper.

In order to strengthen her mathematics
background for more advanced work in
economics, Janowska went on to study for
a Master’s degree in Applicable
Mathematics at the London School of
Economics (LSE). During that period she
remained actively involved in
extracurricular activities. Elected
Treasurer of the Polish Society, she
undertook inviting interesting speakers to
the campus, e.g., the authors of 4
Question of Honor: The Kosciuszko
Squadron, Lynn Olson and Stanley Cloud.
She also served as the Events Chair of the
LSE Salsa Society, leading a 3-member
team in organizing the Society’s events.

Throughout her studies at undergraduate
and graduate levels, Janowska received
several fellowships recognizing her
extensive involvement in the community
and specifically in Polish affairs: The
Kosciuszko Fdn., Polish & Slavic FCU,
and PSO.

She also supplemented her academic
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